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GRAND 


HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


AND  MASONIC  JURISDICTION  THEREUNTO 
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1876 


PHILADELPHIA : 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

BY  SHEK3IAN  &  CO. 


18  77. 


3  66- |t>774? 


GRAND 


HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 


Held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Febi  3d,  1876. 

PRESENT. 


Comp.  George  E  Wagner, 

“  Alfred  K.  Potter, 

“  George  W.  Wood,  P.  G.  H.  P., 
“  Thomas  K.  Patton, 

“  John  Thomson, 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Pries/. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe ,  P.  T. 
M.  E.  Grand,  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
Assistant  Grand  Secretary . 


District  Deputy  GrandHigh  Priests. — William  H.  Eagle,  T.  S.  Hillard, 
G.  P.  Owen,  G.  C.  Shidle,  and  George  D.  Hays. 

Past  Grand  High  Pidests. — Harman  Baugh,  J.  L.  Hutchinson,  George 
W.  Wood,  and  Charles  E.  Meyer. 

Representatives  of  Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  91,  152,  169,  175,  183,  190,  223, 
232,  237,  243,  248,  251,  258. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn 
form  at  6  o’clock  15  minutes  p.m. 

A  petition  was  received  for  a  warrant  for  Chapter  at 
Northeast,  Erie  County,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 


.*130093 
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Returns  were  received  from  Mark  Lodges  Nos.  91,  214, 
and  216.  Chapters  3,  21,  43,  52,  163,  166,  170,  173, 
175,  178,  180,  182,  183,  186,  187,  192,  193,  195,  196, 

197,  199,  200,  202,  204,  205,  206,  207,  208,  212,  213, 

215,  216,  217,  219,  221,  222,  223,  225,  227,  228,  229, 

231,  232,  233,  236,  237,  239,  240,  241,  242,  244,  246, 

247,  248,  249,  250. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  adopted  in  November,  they  had  ex¬ 
changed  the  $17,000  New  Masonic  Temple  7t3q  per  cent. 
Loan  for  the  6  per  cent.  Redemption  Loan  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  for  the  benefit 
and  instruction  of  the  Craft,  proceeded  to  illustrate  and 
exemplify  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock  p.m. 

John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

Held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  May  4th,  1876. 


PRESENT. 

Comp.  George  E.  Wagner,  .  .  .31.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

u  Wm.  C.  Hamilton,  M.  E.  G.  S.,  .  31.  E.  Grand  King,  P.  T. 

“  John  J.  Heisler,  .  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe ,  P.  T. 

“  Thomas  E.  Patton,  .  .  .31.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  A.  G.  S.,  .  31.  E.  Grand  Secretary ,  P.T. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — W.  H.  Eagle,  Samuel  Brown,  Jr  , 
George  P.  Owen. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — Daniel  Thompson,  George  W.  Wood,  Mi¬ 
chael  Nisbet,  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr. 

Representatives  of  Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  91,  152,  169,  175,  177,  183,  190, 
207,  208,  221,  224,  232,  233,  237,  243,  248,250,  251. 


Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form  at 
7  o’clock  10  minutes  p.m. 

Petition  for  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  he  located  at 
Port  Alleghany,  McKean  County,  was  received,  and  on 
motion  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

Returns  for  1875  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
150,  164,  167,  169,  177,  179,  181,  185,  190,  191,  194, 
226,  234,  235,  and  245. 

A  missive  was  read  from  Companion  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Grand  Zerubbabel,  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,  with  the  consent  of  the  said 
Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  appointing  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Charles  Eugexe  Meyer 
Representative  of  said  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  missive  was  read  from  Companion  Alfred  F.  Chap- 
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man,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  appointing  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Charles  Eugene  Meyer  as  Representative 
of  said  Grand  Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

On  motions  severally  made  the  missives  were  received, 
and  Companion  Charles  Eugene  Meyer  acknowledged 
as  such. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  for  the  benefit 
and  instruction  of  the  Craft,  proceeded  to  illustrate  and 
exemplify  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock  p.m. 

John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 


Held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  An g,  3d,  1876. 


PRESENT. 


Corap.  George  E.  Wagner. 

“  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

“  William  C.  Hamilton, 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  John  Thomson, 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 
Hates,  James  H.  Codding. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — George 
Charles  E.  Meyer,  Andrew  Roben< 

Representatives  from  Chapters  Nos.  3, 
223,  224,  232,  233,  237,  243,  245. 


M.  E.  Grand,  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

—William  H.  Eagle,  George  D. 

W.  Wood,  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

),  Jr. 

52,  91,  152,  169,  175,  183,  196,  208, 


The  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn 
form  at  7  o’clock  and  5  minutes  p.m. 

Returns  for  1875  were  received  from  Chapters  165 

and  209. 

Petition  for  Warrant  for  Chapter  at  Bedford,  Bedford 
County,  was  received,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  announced  in 
feeling  terms  the  decease  of  Companion  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Harman  Baugh,  and  that  he  had  requested  Com- 
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panion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  E.  Meyer  to 
prepare  a  eulogy,  and  that  it  would  be  now  read. 

Companion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  E.  Meyer 
then  read  the  following,  when,  on  motion,  the  resolution 
was  adopted,  and  the  eulogy  ordered  to  he  spread  upon 
the  minutes. 

Companion  Harman  Baugh,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Holy  Rojml  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  died,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  on  May  20th,  1876,  in  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  his  age. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Concordia  Lodge,  No.  67,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  in  March,  1833,  and  in  due  course  of  time 
was  crafted  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 

He  was  elected  Senior  Warden  of  the  Lodge,  No.  67,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1838,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  December,  1839,  governing 
it  with  skill,  justice,  and  impartiality  during  the  year  1840. 

In  1843  he  was  elected  Treasurer,  and  continued  to  hold  that 
office  until  1865,  a  period  of  twenty-two  years,  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  members. 

He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  a  Mark  Master  Mason  in 
Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91,  on  September  9th,  1833,  as  a 
sojourner,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Mark  Lodge  on 
March  10th,  1834.  He  continued  as  such  until  Februar}^  8th, 
1847,  when  lie  dimited. 

While  a  member  of  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91,  he  was  one  of  the 
petitioners  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  revival  of  the  warrant 
of  Concordia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  67.  This  warrant,  although 
granted,  was  never  acted  upon  or  under. 

On  January  12th,  1847,  a  warrant  was  granted  to  Girard  Mark 
Lodge,  No.  214,  when  the  application  for  the  revival  of  No.  67 
was  withdrawn. 

Companion  Baugh  immediately  connected  himself  with  the  new 
Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  and  continued  a  member  thereof  until 
death,  being  at  that  time  its  Treasurer,  a  station  he  had  filled 
for  nearly  twenty-three  years. 

He  was  received  and  accepted  a  Most  Excellent  Master  on 
October  16th,  1833,  and  exalted  to  the  supreme  degree  of  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  on  November  20th,  1833,  in  Columbia  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  91,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  its  oldest  living 
member. 

On  February  16th,  1842,  he  received  the  degree  of  Royal 
Master  in  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91.  After  filling  nearly  every 
minor  office,  he  received  the  degree  of  Select  Master  in  Phila- 
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delphia  Council,  No.  11,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  on  February 
9th,  1859. 

He  was  elected  Scribe  of  Chapter  No.  91  on  December  20th, 
1813,  King  on  December  18th,  1844,  and  Most  Excellent  High 
Priest  in  December  17th,  1845,  receiving  the  order  of  High 
Priesthood  in  the  Grand  Chapter  on  December  27th,  1845. 

On  December  15th,  1852,  he  was  elected  Treasurer,  and  was 
twelve  times  re-elected. 

In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  served  for  a  number  of  years  on  the 
Committees  of  Correspondence  and  of  Accounts. 

On  October  23d,  1850,  he  was  one  of  the  petitioners  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  for  instruction  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  work, 
forms,  and  ceremonies  to  be  used  in  conferring  the  degree  of 
Mark  Master  Mason. 

He  was  elected  Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  Novem¬ 
ber  21st,  1853,  and  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  on 
November  20th,  1854,  and  was  re-elected  the  following  year. 

He  may  truty  be  called  the  father  of  the  present  work  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  now  so  well  known  as  the  “work  of  1858;”  for 
by  his  motion  on  December  28th,  1857,  it  was  called  into  exist¬ 
ence,  and  he  became  a  member  thereof.  At  the  exemplification 
of  the  work  on  June  21st,  1858,  he  acted  as  Worshipful  Master  in 
the  Mark  Degree,  and  as  Principal  Sojourner  and  Master  of  the 
Tails  in  the  Royal  Arch. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  Grand  Marshal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

That  his  labor  of  love  in  the  propagation  of  the  true  work  was 
duly  appreciated  by  his  Companions,  is  evidenced  by  the  presen¬ 
tation  to  him,  on  December  27th,  1860,  by  a  number  of  his  friends, 
of  a  splendid  gold  medal  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  and  respect. 

He  was  for  a  number  of  years  President  of  the  Board  of 
Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

Companion  Baugh  was  perhaps  better  known  throughout  this 
jurisdiction  than  any  other  Rojml  Arch  Mason. 

Having  a  very  retentive  memory  and  being  a  good  ritualist, 
made  him  sought  for  by  Ro}’al  Arch  Masons  desirous  of  light 
and  instruction,  and  it  is  needless  to  sa}T  that  they  were  grati¬ 
fied  at  the  manner  in  which  Companion  Baugh  imparted  his 
knowledge. 

He  made  more  Mark  Master  Masons,  Most  Excellent  Masters, 
and  Royal  Arch  Masons,  than  any  other  person,  the  number  run¬ 
ning  over  the  thousand. 

Always  ready  to  help  the  work  along,  willing  to  do  all,  and  in 
some  cases  everything ;  filling  every  position  in  the  Chapter,  he 
was  never  so  happy  as  when  at  work. 

Ro}ral  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  owes  to  him  in  a  great 
measure  its  present  proud  position. 

His  very  active  life  told  on  his  constitution,  and  for  a  number 
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of  years  past  he  was  a  great  sufferer,  but  death  found  him  still 
at  labor. 

We  have  no  doubt  the  work  he  presented  to  the  Grand  Over¬ 
seer  was  pronounced  plumb,  level,  and  square. 

In  token,  therefore,  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
Companions,  and  of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Chapter  Hall  be  draped  in  mourning 
for  the  space  of  three  months  for  our  deceased  Companion  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Harman  Baugh. 


Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  peace  at  8  o’clock  50 
minutes  p.m. 


John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary. 


OUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

Held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Nov.  2d,  1876. 


PRESENT. 


Companion  George  E.  Wagner, 


(< 


<( 


a 


a 


Alfred  R.  Potter, 
William  C.  Hamilton, 
Thomas  R.  Patton, 
John  Thomson, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer . 
M.  E.  Go' and  Secretary. 
Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 


J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Geter  C.  Shidle,  William  H. 
Eagle,  George  S.  Snyder,  Edmund  H.  Turner,  Philip  M.  Hoch- 
heimer,  George  P.  Owen,  and  Branton  M.  Henderson. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests.— Daniel  Thompson,  E.  P.  Lescure,  Jeremiah 
L.  Hutchinson,  George  W.  Wood,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  George  Gris- 
com,  Michael  Nisbet,  Charles  E.  Meyer,  and  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr. 

Representatives  from  Chapters  Nos.  8,  43,  52,  91,  152,  162,  165,  166,  169, 
175,  176,  177,  183,  190,  193,  201,  203,  208,  220,  221,  222,  224,  226,  227,  232, 
233,  234,  237,  240,  243,  244,  245,  248,  250,  251,  255. 


Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form  at 
6  o’clock  and  20  minutes  p.m. 

Petition  for  warrant  for  Chapter  at  Fernwood,  Dela¬ 
ware  County,  was  received,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to 
the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
minutes : 


To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter:  The  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  respectfully  presents  the  following  annual  report  of  the 
Chapters,  Mark  Lodges,  and  membership  of  this  jurisdiction  for 
the  37ear  ending  December  27th,  1875  : 

The  number  of  Chapters,  December  27th,  1874,  were  .  .  96 

Chapters  constituted  in  1875, . 1 

Chapters, . 97 

Mark  Lodges, . 3 
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CHAPTERS. 


The  number  of  members,  December  27th,  1874,  were 
Chapter  No.  172  failing  to  report,  .... 


Admitted  during  1874,  . 
Marked,  etc.,  u  u 


Designed  during  1874, 

Suspended  and  expelled  during  1874, 
Died  during  1874,  .... 

Members,  December  27th,  1874, 


MARK  LODGES. 

The  number  of  members,  December  27th,  1874, 
Admitted,  etc.,  during  1875,  . 


Resigned,  suspended,  expelled,  and  died  during  1875 


9,926 

15 


9,941 

77 

729 

806 

10,747 

68 

226 

132 

426 

.  10,321 


.  2,167 
9 


2,176 


2,114 


November  2d,  1876. 


John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report : 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  op  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  :  The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  re¬ 
port,  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Treasurer,  Companion  Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  John  Thomson, 
from  October  31st,  1875,  to  October  30th,  1876,  and  find  them  to 
agree  with  their  vouchers,  showing  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  on  October  30th,  1876,  of  $1516.53. 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest  for  current  expenses,  during  the  }rear,  and  find  them 
correct. 

The  accounts  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing, 
show  $233  expended  for  printing  annual  proceedings  of  1875,  a 
much  smaller  sum  than  has  been  heretofore  paid  for  such  service. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year,  commencing 
November  1st,  1875,  and  ending  October  30th,  1876,  have  been 
as  follows : 


IB 


Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand  October  31st,  1875,  .  .  .  •  v.  • 

Keceived  for  dues  and  fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 
Received  for  interest, 

On  account  7t3q  loan,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $163  52 

“  “  6  per  cent,  loan,  ......  830  73 

Interest  on  deposits  of  Grand  Treasurer,  .  .  .  .  . 

New  warrants,  .......... 


$1712  09 
4848  80 


994  25 
81  08 
300  00 


Total, 


$7936  22 


Expenditures. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  Wagner, 

“  D.  D.  G.  H.  Priests,  . 

Rent  from  July  1st,  1875,  to  October  1st,  1876,  . 
Tuning  organ  from  October  1st,  1875,  to  October  1st, 
18/6,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Salaries  as  follows  : 

Grand  Secretary,  from  October  1st,  1875,  to  Oc¬ 
tober  1st,  1876,  .  .  .  .  .  .  $750 

Clerk,  from  October  1st,  1875,  to  October  1st,  1876,  300 
Grand  Tyler,  from  October  1st,  1875,  to  October 

1st,  1876,  .......  100 


Stationery  and  expenses  of  Grand  Tyler, 
Printing  Annual  Proceedings,  1875,  . 

“  Blanks,  Notices,  etc.,  1876,  . 
Postage,  including  Annual  Proceedings, 
Record  Books  for  Grand  Chapter, 
Regalia,  two  sets,  D.  D.  G.  H.  Priests, 
Appropriation  to  Library  Committee, 
Carriages  for  funeral,  .... 
Donation  to  a  P.  G.  H.  Priest,  . 


$1200  00 
131  70 
3125  00 

V 

50  00 


1150  00 
13  00 
233  00 
45  25 
176  74 
45  00 
38  00 
100  00 
12  00 
100  00 


Total,  . 


$6419  69 


Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  . 

To  pay  balances  due  on  appropriations  to  December 
27th,  1876,  to  wit : 

Rent  from  October  1st,  1876  to  December  27th,  1876,  . 
Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  from  October  1st,  1876,  to 
December  27th,  1876,  ...... 

Salarv  of  Clerk  from  October  1st,  1876,  to  December 

27th,  1876, . 

Salary  of  Grand  Tyler  from  October  1st,  1876,  to  De¬ 
cember  27th,  1876, . 


$1516  53 


$625  00 
187  50 
75  00 
25  00 


Total, 


$912  50 


Showing  a  balance  of  .  . . $604  03 

To  which  add  amount  due  Grand  Chapter  as  per  balance  sheet,  .  496  16 


$1100  19 
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Showing  a  surplus  over  all  expenditures  and  appropriations  to 
December  21th,  1876,  of  $1100.19. 


Investments. 

The  investments  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  all  in  the  6  per 
cent.  Redemption  Loan  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  are  as  follows : 


Dated 

October  19th, 

1875,  . 

.  No.  481 

$1,000  00 

u 

U 

i  i 

482 

1,000  00 

1 1 

u 

u 

483 

1,000  00 

u 

November  1st 

,  1875,  . 

4142 

1,000  00 

u 

u 

u 

4143 

1,000  00 

a 

U 

it 

2697 

100  00 

u 

a 

il 

2698 

100  00 

L  i 

a 

l  ( 

2699 

100  00 

u 

November  12th,  1875, 

520 

5,000  00 

t  L 

<  < 

1 1 

521 

5,000  00 

c  l 

il 

il 

4160 

1,000  00 

u 

il 

a 

3115 

500  00 

u 

u 

a 

2463 

100  00 

u 

a 

a 

2464 

100  00 

Total, . 

$17,000  00 

The  committee  present  the  following  estimate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  year  1877  : 

Receipts. 

Dues  and  fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  ....  $5000  00 

New  warrants,  ..........  200  00 

Interest  on  investments,  ........  1020  00 

Cash  on  hand  October  30th,  1876,  ......  1516  53 


Total,  . 


$7736  53 


Expenditures. 


Rent  for  1877,  ........ 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  ...... 

“  Clerk,  ........ 

u  Grand  Tyler,  ...... 

Expenses  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest,  .  .  .  .  . 

“  D.  D.  G.  H.  Priests, . 

Printing,  including  Annual  Proceedings,  stationery, 
postage,  etc.,  ........ 

To  pay  balance  due  on  appropriations  to  December  27th, 
1876,  ......... 


$2000  00 
750  00 
300  00 
100  00 
1200  00 
400  00 

500  00 

912  50 


$6162  50 


Showing  a  surplus  of  .......  $1574  03 
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The  committee  offer  the  following  resolutions’: 

Resolved,  That  appropriations  be  made  for  the~3Tear  1877  as 
follows : 

For  expenses  of  the  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest,  .....  $1200  00 

“  “  “  D.  D.  G.  H  Priests, .  400  00 

“  Kent, .  2000  00 

“  Salaries,  ...........  1150  00 

“  Printing,  including  Annual  Proceedings,  postage,  stationery, 

etc.,  etc.,  . .  500  00 

Resolved,  That  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  amounts  named  in  the  foregoing 
resolution,  as  they  become  due  and  payable. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Conrad  B.  Day, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 

A.  Nelson  Batten, 

Committee. 


Annexed  hereto  is  a  balance  sheet  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary,  showing  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  October  30th,  1876,  and  the 
balances  on  that  date,  after  the  closing  entries  are  made  for  the 
fiscal  year  1876. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  resolu¬ 
tions  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  reported. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  reported. 

This  being  the  time  set  apart  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  commencing  on  St.  John’s 
Day  next,  the  Grand  Chapter  proceeded  to  the  election. 
Tellers  were  appointed,  who  reported  the  following  as  the 
result  of  the  ballot : 

Most  Excellent  Grand,  High  Priest ,  Companion  Alfred  R.  Potter  (Com¬ 
panion  George  E.  Wagner  declining  a  re-election). 

Most  Excellent  Grand  King ,  Companion  William  C.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

“  Grand  Scribe ,  “  Hibbert  P.  John. 

“  Grand  Treasurer ,  11  Thomas  R.  Patton. 

“  Grand  Secretary ,  “  John  Thomson. 


Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock  and  20 
minutes. 


Johx  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary. 


9 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 


Held  at  Philadelphia,  Dec,  27th,  1876, 
PRESENT. 


Companion  George  E.  Wagner,  . 
u  Alfred  R.  Potter,  . 

“  William  C.  Hamilton,  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 

“  John  Thomson, 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  . 

“  John  J.  Heisler, 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  . 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  . 

“  Thomas  J .  Davis, 

“  Peter  E.  Weiser,  . 

“  James  S.  Barber,  . 

“  William  H.  Baker, 

“  Edward  Masson, 

“  Gideon  Sibley, 

“  John  L.  Young, 

“  Edgar  Fries,  . 

“  Harrison  G.  Clark, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary . 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand,  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Master  of  3 d  Vail. 

Grand  Master  of  ‘Id  Vail. 

Grand  Master  of  1st  Vail. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Senior  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Junior  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests ,  Companions  Daniel  Thompson,  George  W. 
Wood,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Michael  Nisbet,  Charles  E.  Meyer, 
Andrew  Robeno,  Jr. 

Grand  Representatives ,  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland,  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  Grand 
Chapters  of  South  Carolina,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Massachusetts. 

Companion  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.,  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 
Companion  David  B.  Taylor,  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Companion  Alfred  R.  Potter,  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 
Companion  John  L.  Young,  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

Representatives  of  Chapters  Nos.  3,  52,  91,  152,  161,  169,  175,  183,  189,  196, 
208,  223,  224,  232,  233,  237,  243,  245. 


Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn  form  at 
6  o’clock  20  minutes,  p.m. 


19 


Petition  for  warrant  for  Chapter,  to  be  held  at  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Alleghany  County,  was  received,  and, -on  motion, 
referred  to  the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

General  returns  for  1876  were  received  from  Chapters 
Nos.  3,  150, 162,  166, 171, 176, 187,  189, 197,  203,  220, 
221,  224,  238,  239,  247,  255. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  their 
report,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  publish.  (See  Appendix.) 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  received,  and,  on  motion,  the  accompanying 
resolution  was  adopted : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
oe  Pennsylvania. 

The  Committee  of  Appeals  respectfully  present  the  following 

report  in  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  -  from  the  action  of 

-  Holy  Ro}'al  Arch  Chapter,  Xo.  — ,  in  expelling  him  from 

membership  in  saicl  Chapter. 

The  Committee  of  Appeals  must  of  necessity  in  each  case  sub¬ 
mitted  to  their  consideration  be  governed  in  their  judgment  and 
action  by  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case ;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  whose  action  may  be  brought 
before  them  for  review,  to  see  that  the  record  is  so  made  up  and 
presented,  that  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  shall  rest  upon 
and  be  supported  by  the  record  aside  from  any  extrinsic  facts  which 
do  not  appear  thereon.  The  committee  do  not  mean  to  intimate 
that  mere  technicalities  should  prevent  them  from  giving  judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  intrinsic  merits  involved  in  an}'  appeal  brought 
before  them.  But  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  regulating 
trials  for  offences  are  plain  and  distinct,  and  based  upon  the  eter¬ 
nal  principles  of  right  and  justice,  which  commend  themselves  to 
the  common  sense  of  all  rational  men.  And  where  the  essentials 
of  these  provisions  are  found  to  have  been  disregarded  in  any 
case  where  the  judgment  of  a  Masonic  body  is  involved,  the  judg¬ 
ment  cannot  be  sustained,  whatever  may  be  the  real  and  supposed 
merits  of  the  case,  but  which  are  not  clearly  disclosed  by  the 
record. 

Your  committee,  after  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  of 
the  record  as  presented  for  their  consideration,  and  after  having 
heard  the  representatives  of  Chapter  Xo.  — .  as  well  as  the  ap¬ 
pellant  by  his  counsel,  are  unanimous!}'  of  opinion  that  the  appeal 
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must  be  sustained,  and  the  appellant  be  restored  to  his  rights  as 
a  member  of  said  Chapter  as  if  the  act  of  expulsion  had  never 
been  decreed,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the  Chapter 
to  such  further  and  other  proceedings  as  they  may,  subject  to  all 
rights  of  appeal,  see  proper  to  take. 

Your  committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  advert  to  the 
particulars  in  which  the  record  is  defective  further  than  may  serve 
as  a  precedent  for  future  cases.  And 

1st.  The  charges  and  specifications  state  neither  time  nor  place 
of  the  alleged  offence. 

2d.  The  record  contains  nothing  to  show  that  the  appellant  was 
a  member  of  Chapter  No.  — -at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offence 
with  which  he  was  charged. 

3d.  The  record  shows  that  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Investigation  of  the  Chapter  upon  whose  report  the  action  was 
had  which  is  the  subject  of  the  appeal,  was  absent  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  committee,  and  does  not  show  that  he  was  present 
at  any  of  the  subsequent  meetings,  although  he  signs  the  report. 

4th.  The  record  does  not  show  how  many  or  who  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  were  present  at  any  of  their  meetings  except  the  first. 

5th.  The  record  shows  that  a  question  was  asked  of  one  of  the 
witnesses  upon  cross-examination,  but  no  answer  is  recorded; 
nor  is  any  explanation  of  this  omission  contained  in  the  record. 

6th.  The  record  as  sent  up  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  consisted  of  a  number  of  de¬ 
tached  papers ;  and  there  is  no  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the 
Chapter  that  they  constitute  the  whole  record. 

Your  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  appeal  of  - from  the  action  of  - 

Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  — ,  in  expelling  him  from  mem¬ 
bership  in-  said  Chapter  be  sustained,  and  that  said  - be  re¬ 

stored  to  his  membership  in  said  Chapter  as  if  his  expulsion  had 
never  been  decreed,  but  without  prejudice  to  such  further  and 
other  proceedings  as  the  Chapter  may,  subject  to  all  rights  of  ap¬ 
peal,  see  proper  to  take. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

Chairman. 

December  27th,  1876,  A.  I.  2396. 


The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  announced 
that  he  had  received  from  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Griscom  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  England,  and,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  same 
would  be  placed  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Library. 
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The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  an 
address,  which  was  received  with  satisfaction  by  the  Com¬ 
panions. 

Companions  : 

The  two  most  prominent  thoughts  that  should  occupy  our  minds 
on  this  occasion  are  thankfulness  to  the  Most  High  for  the  peace 
and  prosperity  that  reign  throughout  our  jurisdiction,  and  mourn¬ 
fulness  as  our  memory  returns  to  the  sad  losses  that  we  have  suf¬ 
fered  during  the  Masonic  year  just  closing. 

During  my  year  of«office  nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  Grand  Chapter  or  any  of  its  subordinates, 
but  all  seem  to  have  striven  with  redoubled  zeal  to  'advance  the 
interests  and  success  of  the  Royal  Art.  While  congratulating 
ourselves  upon  this  so  desirable  a  result,  let  ns  pause  to  drop  a  tear 
to  the  memory  of  our  departed  co-laborers  and  fellow-craftsmen 
who  fell  by  the  wayside.  Prominent  among  these  were  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Harman  Baugh  of  this  city,  who  departed 
this  life  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Peter  L.  Greenleaf,  M.D.,  of 
Thompsontown,  Perry  County,  who  died  on  the  2d  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber.  Companion  Harman  Baugh  was  made  a  Mason  in  Concor¬ 
dia  Lodge,  No.  67,  in  March,  1833.  After  serving  that  Lodge  as 
Senior  Warden  and  Worshipful  Master  he  was,  in  1843,  elected 
its  Treasurer,  which  office  he  held  for  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years.  He  received  the  Honorary  Degree  of  a  Mark  Master  Ma¬ 
son  in  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91,  in  September,  1833,  from 
which  Lodge  he  dimited  in  1847,  and  in  January,  1848,  connected 
himself  with  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214  ;  in  1853  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  said  Lodge,  and  continued  in  that  station  until  the 
day  of  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-three  years.  He  was 
exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1833,  in  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  of  which  Chapter  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  a  member  until  his  decease.  After  serving  said 
Chapter  as  Scribe,  King,  and  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  he  was, 
in  1852,  elected  its  Treasurer,  and  was  twelve  times  re-elected. 
In  the  Grand  Chapter  he  for  a  number  of  j^ears  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  and  Accounts.  In 
December,  1857,  upon  his  motion  a  Committee  on  the  Work  was 
appointed,  which  committee  you  will  all  recognize  under  the 
familiar  name  of  the  u  Committee  of  1858.”  Companion  Baugh 
was  an  active  member  of  this  committee,  and  labored  faithfully 
in  restoring  and  exemplifying  the  true  work — more  particularly 
in  the  Mark  Master’s  Degree.  Who  of  us  does  not  vividly  recall 
the  earnestness  and  zeal  which  Companion  Baugh  always  dis¬ 
played  in  the  conferring  of  this  degree. 
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In  1853  lie  was  elected  Grand  King,  and  in  1854,  and  again  in 
1855,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest.  Companion  Baugh 
was,  perhaps,  better  known  throughout  this  jurisdiction  than  any 
other  Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was  fully  and  thoroughly  posted  in 
the  work,  and  dispensed  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to  his  less 
informed  Companions  in  a  truly  paternal  manner.  It  is  said  of 
him  that  he  made  more  Mark  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master,  and 
Royal  Arch  Masons  than  any  other  person,  the  number  being 
upwards  of  one  thousand. 

Companion  Baugh  labored  in  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sonry  many,  many  years,  and  until  his  fatal  illness  overtook  him 
was  a  constant  attendant  in  the  Chapter  Hall.  It  may  be  well 
said  of  him  that  a  more  earnest  and  devotee^  Mason  never  lived  ; 
he  was  constant  in  season  and  out  of  season.  We  can  all  remem¬ 
ber  the  well-known  face  and  form  of  our  venerable  Companion. 
Bowed  down  with  years  and  honors  he  has  passed  away,  and  is 
gathered  to  his  kindred ;  let  us  remember  his  virtues  to  imitate 
them. 

Companion  Peter  L.  Greenleaf,  M.H.,  while  not  so  well  known 
to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  was,  nevertheless,  an  active 
and  zealous  Mason,  having  for  a  number  of  years  filled  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
was  the  first  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  of  Newport  Chapter, 
No.  238,  located  at  Newport,  Perry  County.  Recognizing  the 
ability  of  Companion  Greenleaf,  and  being  desirous  of  availing 
myself  of  his  services  in  the  work  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  I  ap¬ 
pointed  him  one  of  my  deputies,  and  placed  in  his  care  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Perry,  Mifflin,  and  Juniata,  which 
position  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  craft, 
until  the  day  of  his  death ;  peace  be  unto  his  ashes. 

In  accordance  with  the  promise  made  you  when  I  stood  in  this 
station  one  year  since,  I  have  labored  diligently  to  fulfil  the 
duties  and  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  the  high  office  to  which 
your  partiality  elevated  me. 

Owing  to  illness  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  I  was  compelled 
during  that  time  to  postpone  active  work,  but  have  endeavored 
since  my  restoration  to  health  to  make  up  all  deficiencies  in  that 
particular,  and,  I  hope,  with  a  fair  degree  of  success. 

My  official  acts  are  as  follows : 

At  the  Quarter^  Grand  Communication,  held  February  3d,  I 
exemplified  the  Mark  Master’s  Degree. 

At  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication,  held  May  4tli,  I  ex¬ 
emplified  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree. 

At  both  these  Communications  there  was  a  large  attendance  of 
Companions,  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  others,  and  the 
closest  attention  was  given  to  the  work. 

It  was  also  my  intention  to  exemplify  the  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
at  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  August  3d,  but, 
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owing  to  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  weather,  it  was  deemed 
best  not  to  detain  the  Companions  in  the  Chapter  Hall. 

On  March  8th  asked  and,  on  March  25th,  obtained  the  consent 
of  Companion  Frederick  G.  Wiese,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
that  Columbia  Chapter,  Xo.  91,  might  receive  and  act  upon  a  pe¬ 
tition  for  the  degrees  and  membership  from  Brother  Cooper  B. 
Hatch,  a  resident  of  Camden,  X.  J. 

On  June  25th.  at  the  request  of  Companion  Frederick  G.  Wiese, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Hoi}7  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  Xew  Jersey,  gave  my  consent  that  a  petition  from  Bro¬ 
ther  D.  C.  Sims,  a  member  of  a  Lodge  meeting  in  Jersey  City, 
now  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  might  be  acted  upon  in  a  Chapter 
meeting  in  that  jurisdiction. 

Xew  Chapters. 

At  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  February  3d,  a 
warrant  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be  called  “Northeast 
Chapter,  Xo.  253,”  to  be  located  at  Xortheast,  Erie  County.  Being- 
unable  to  constitute  this  Chapter  in  person,  I  duly  deputed  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  James  W.  Graham  to  do  it,  which 
he  did,  on  June  2d. 

At  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  August  3d,  a 
warrant  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be  called  “  Bedford 
Chapter,  Xo.  255,”  to  be  located  at  Bedford,  Bedford  County. 
This  Chapter  was  constituted  by  the  Grand  Officers  on  the  28th 
day  of  September. 

At  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  May  4th,  a  pe¬ 
tition  was  received  from  a  number  of  Companions  residing  at 
Port  Alleghany,  McKean  County,  for  a  warrant  for  a  new  Chapter 
at  that  place.  This  petition,  together  with  other  papers  relating 
to  the  subject,  were  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers  with  power  to 
act,  and  after  a  full  deliberation  thereon  the  warrant  was  granted 
June  9tli.  Since  that  date  the  Companions  have  been  securing 
the  necessary  paraphernalia,  and  they  now  advise  me  that  they 
will  be  ready  to  be  constituted  at  an  early  day. 

At  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  November  2d,  a 
warrant  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be  called  “  Fernwood 
Chapter,  No.  256,”  to  be  located  at  Fernwood,  Delaware  County. 
This  Chapter  will  be  constituted  as  soon  as  the  Companions  se¬ 
cure  the  requisite  outfit  and  complete  the  furnishing  of  their 
Chapter  Hall. 

Dispensations. 

On  January  27th,  issued  a  dispensation  to  Danville  Chapter, 
No.  239,  to  hold  a  special  election  for  Scribe  in  place  of  the  Scribe 
elect,  who  refused  to  be  installed. 

On  January  27th,  issued  a  dispensation  to  Clearfield  Chapter, 
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No.  228,  to  bold  a  special  election  for  King  in  place  of  the  King 
elect,  who  refused  to  be  installed. 

On  February  17th,  issued  a  dispensation  to  Mountain  Chapter, 
No.  189,  to  hold  a  special  election  for  King  in  place  of  the  King 
elect,  who  refused  to  be  installed. 

On  December  22d,  issued  a  dispensation  to  Tioga  Chapter,  No. 
194,  to  hold  a  special  election  for  officers.  Their  last  stated 
meeting  having  fallen  upon  a  holiday,  they  were  unable  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Companions  to  open  their 
Chapter,  and  they  therefore  failed  to  hold  their  election  at  the 
regular  time. 

Visitations. 

On  the  15th  day  of  August,  accompanied  by  Companion  Ed¬ 
ward  Masson,  Grand  Marshal;  Companion  Edward  B.  Spencer, 
Grand  Pursuivant;  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Daniel  Thompson; 
Companion  Charles  Cary,  of  Chapter  No.  183;  Companion  Con¬ 
rad  B.  Day,  of  Chapter  No.  91,  and  Companion  Joseph  S.  George, 
of  Chapter  No.  183,  I  left  this  city,  via  North  Pennsylvania  Bail- 
road,  to  make  a  series  of  visitations  throughout  the  interior  of 
the  State,  of  which  the  following  is  an  account  : 

August  15th,  visited  Allen  Chapter,  No.  203,  located  at  Allen¬ 
town,  where  we  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Henry  A.  Wiesberger  and  a  large  number  of  Companions  from 
Chapters  Nos.  173,  181,  203,  and  216.  The  Mark  Master’s  and 
Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degrees  were  conferred  by  the  Grand 
Officers  upon  Brothers  William  II,  Ryan,  John  Morgan,  and 
Alexander  C.  P.  Laury. 

August  16th,  visited  Lackawanna  Chapter,  No.  185,  located  at 
Scranton.  Here  we  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests  Thaddeus  S.  Hillard,  John  IT.  Dusenbury,  and  James  H. 
Codding,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  161,  172,  179,  180, 
182,  185,  204,  205,  210,  214,  and  242.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most 
Excellent  Master’s,  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  conferred  by 
the  Grand  Officers  upon  Brothers  Henry  Somers,  William  Hum¬ 
phreys,  and  Daniel  Bartholomew.  This  was  said  to  be  the  largest 
concourse  of  Masons  ever  brought  together  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  and  the  utmost  interest  was  manifested  in  the  proceedings. 

August  18th,  visited  Danville  Chapter,  No.  239,  located  at 
Danville,  where  we  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  Alexander  J.  Trick  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos. 
174,  178,  218,  239,  and  246.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent 
Master’s,  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  conferred  by  the  Grand 
Officers  upon  Brothers  Nicholas  Hofer,  John  Jacobs,  and  William 
G.  Kramer. 

August  19th,  visited  Lycoming  Chapter,  No.  222,  located  at 
Williamsport,  and  were  met  by  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos. 
163,  194,  and  222.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s, 
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and  Ro}^al  Arch  Degrees  were  exemplified  b}^  the  Grand  Officers. 
At  this  place  the  Chapter  Hall  was,  unfortunately*. not  in  condi¬ 
tion  for  the  full  and  proper  exemplification  of  the  work ;  it  was 
at  the  time  undergoing  repairs,  which  Companion  Else,  the  High 
Priest,  informed  us  they  were  unable  to  complete  in  time  for  our 
visit. 

August  21st,  visited  Elk  Chapter,  No.  230,  located  at  Ridgway, 
and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  R. 
Earle}q  M.D.,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  227,  230,  and 
235,  and  the  new  Chapter  to  be  located  at  Port  Alleghany,  Mc¬ 
Kean  County.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s,  and 
Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  exemplified  b}r  the  Grand  Officers. 

August  23d,  visited  Temple  Chapter,  No.  215,  located  at  Erie, 
and  were  met  by  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  187,  200,  213, 
215,  and  253.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent,  Master’s,  and 
R03M  Arch  Degrees  were  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Officers,  and 
the  order  of  High  Priesthood  was  conferred  on  several  Past  High 
Priests  who  had  not  received  it. 

August  24th,  visited  Tenango  Chapter,  No.  211,  located  at 
Franklin,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests 
Christian  M.  Horner  and  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  and  Companions 
from  Chapters  Nos.  170,  191,  207,  211,  212,  236,  and  244.  The 
Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s,  and  Ro}Tal  Arch  Degrees 
were  conferred  by  the  Grand  Officers  upon  Brothers  Philander  R. 
Grajq  Jens  E.  Tikiot,  and  Daniel  Grimm. 

August  25th,  visited  Zerubbabel  Chapter,  No.  162,  located  at 
Pittsburg,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests 
Geter  C.  Shidle  and  Philip  M.  Hockheimer,  and  Companions  from 
Chapters  Nos.  150,  162,  164,  165,  167,  192,  193,  206,  217,  225, 
247,  and  249.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s,  and 
Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  conferred  by  the  Grand  Officers  upon 
Brothers  Charles  F.  Odell,  Walter  P.  Hansell,  and  James  P.  Wil¬ 
son,  Jr.,  and  the  Mark  Master’s  and  Most  Excellent  Master’s 
Degrees  were  conferred  by  the  Grand  Officers  upon  Brother  Jef¬ 
ferson  Jeffrey.  This  was  the  largest  meeting  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  that  it  was  ever  my  privilege  to  attend,  and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  the  heat  was  intense,  the  work  received  the 
closest  attention  of  the  Companions  present ;  it  certainly  “  was 
good  to  be  there.”  At  this  meeting  I  also  conferred  the  order  of 
High  Priesthood  on  several  Past  High  Priests. 

August  28th,  visited  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  189,  located  at 
Altoona,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Edmund  H.  Turner,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  166, 
189,  195,  201,  228,  and  241.  The  Grand  Officers  exemplified  the 
Mark  Master’s  Degree,  and  subsequently  conferred  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  and  Roj^al  Arch  Degrees  upon  Brother  George 
B.  Orlady  of  Chapter  No.  166. 

August  29th,  visited  Perseverance  Chapter  No.  21,  located  at 
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Harrisburg,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests 
Jesse  Orr,  William  H.  Eagle,  and  William  Vance,  and  Compan¬ 
ions  from  Chapters  Nos.  21,  43,  152,  171,  176,  186,  190,  197,  209, 
224,  237,  and  238.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s, 
and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Officers. 
This  visit,  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  Bergstresser  informed  me, 
was  the  first  that  they  had  received  from  the  Grand  Officers  within 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  member.  The  attendance  was  large 
and  appreciative. 

August  30th,  visited  Mountain  City  Chapter,  No.  196,  located 
at  Pottsville  ;  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
George  P.  Owen,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  159,  177, 
196,  219,  221,  and  252.  The  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent 
Master’s,  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  conferred  upon  Brother 
Nomberne  R.  Spolin,  and  the  Most  Excellent  and  Royal  Arch 
Degrees  upon  Brother  Theodore  C.  Toussaint. 

On  August  31st,  the  Grand  Officers  returned  to  Philadelphia. 
Having,  during  the  seventeen  days  of  their  absence,  travelled 
some  twelve  hundred  miles,  and  worked  until  a  very  late  hour 
almost  every  night,  they  had  good  cause  for  the  fatigue  that  was 
upon  them.  During  the  trip  we  were  joined  by  Companion  Hib- 
bert  P.  John,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chaplain,  and  Companion  Edgar 
Pries,  Grand  Senior  Master  of  Ceremonies,  by  the  former  at 
Harrisburg,  and  by  the  latter  at  Allentown  ;  he  however  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  return  home,  owing  to  severe  illness. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  during  the  entire  trip 
we  were  cordially  received  and  entertained  by  the  Companions, 
and  that  at  all  places  we  visited  we  were  cheered  by  a  large  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  meetings.  The  work  was  listened  to  with  marked 
attention,  and  great  interest  manifested,  numerous  questions  being 
asked  and  answered  concerning  the  law,  usages,  and  ritual  of  the 
Fraternity.  The  Chapter  halls  and  furniture  were  found  in  fine 
condition,  and  where  errors  were  discovered,  they  were  pointed 
out  and  corrected.  Concerning  the  matter  of  paraphernalia,  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  Temple  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  215,  at  Erie.  This  Chapter  is  composed  of  bright,  whole- 
souled,  hospitable  Companions,  and  meets  in  a  beautiful  hall,  but 
does  not,  in  any  particular  in  furniture  and  paraphernalia,  com¬ 
ply  with  the  requirements  of  this  jurisdiction.  This  was  brought 
to  their  attention,  and  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  Longstreet 
promised  that  the  matter  should  be  corrected  as  soon  as  possible. 
A  few  days  since  I  learned  that  Companion  Longstreet,  soon  after 
our  visit,  changed  his  residence  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State. 
I  am,  therefore,  in  doubt  whether  he  had  the  opportunity  to  fulfil 
his  promise,  and  therefore  suggest  that  the  subject  be  investigated 
to  ascertain  whether  it  is  necessary  to  take  an}7  further  action  in 
the  premises. 

The  following  visitations  were  made  by  the  Grand  Officers  to 
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Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  meeting  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  vicinity : 

On  September  12th,  visited  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214.  No 
work. 

September  20th,  visited  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Mason’s  Degree  by  that  veteran 
in  the  work,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  George  W.  Wood,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Chapter,  and  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree  by 
Most  Excellent  High  Priest  William  P.  Buzby. 

September  25th,  visited  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3,  and  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree  by  the  King, 
Companion  Henry  R.  Coulomb. 

October  3d,  visited  St.  John  Chapter,  No.  232.  This  meeting  I 
was  unable  to  attend,  owing  to  absence  from  the  city.  The  Grand 
Officers  were  in  charge  of  the  Grand  King,  Companion  Alfred  R. 
Potter. 

October  6th,  visited  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52.  This  meeting 
I  was  also  unable  to  attend  for  the  reasons  already  stated.  The 
Grand  Officers  were  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Scribe,  Companion 
William  C.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

October  9th,  visited  Howell  Chapter,  No.  202,  located  at  West 
Chester,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
George  D.  Hajs,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  202,  223, 
and  234.  The  Grand  Officers  conferred  the  Mark  Master’s  and 
Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degrees  upon  Brother  Curtis  H.  Han- 
num. 

October  12tli,  visited  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  If  5,  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  by  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  High  Priest,  William  H.  Baker. 

October  16th,  visited  Philadelphia  Chapter,  No.  169.  No  work. 

October  18th,  visited  Siloam  Chapter,  No.  226,  at  Frankford, 
and  gave  general  instructions  in  the  work.  At  this  place  we  met 
Companion  Alexander  M.  Wiggins,  Grand  Chaplain,  who  had 
been  invited  b}r  the  Chapter  to  deliver  an  address,  and  it  became 
our  good  fortune  to  listen  to  a  discourse  full  of  sound  thought, 
clothed  in  beautiful  lano-uag-e. 

October  20th,  visited  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  250,  and  exem¬ 
plified  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree. 

October  23d,  visited  Kensington  Chapter,  No.  233.  This  meet¬ 
ing  I  was  unable  to  attend  by  reason  of  absence  from  the  cit}^. 
The  Grand  Officers  were  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Scribe,  Com¬ 
panion  William  C.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

October  26th,  visited  Fort  Washington  Chapter,  No.  220,  at  Fort 
Washington,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Samuel  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  220  and 
245.  The  Mark  Master’s  Degree  was  exemplified,  and  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  were  conferred  by 
the  Grand  Officers  upon  Brothers  Adam  Herseh  and  Henry  S. 
Houpt. 
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October  30th,  visited  Bristol  Chapter,  No.  231,  and  were  met 
by  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  231  and  229.  The  Grand 
Officers  conferred  the  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s, 
and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  upon  Brothers  Andrew  M.  Holt  and 
Abraham  R.  Townsend. 

November  6th,  visited  Tristam  B.  Freeman  Chapter,  No.  243, 
at  Kensington.  The  Mark  Master’s  and  Most  Excellent  Master’s 
Degrees  were  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Officers. 

November  10th,  visited  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  240,  at  Kensing¬ 
ton.  As  the  Chapter  Hall  was  very  cold,  it  was  deemed  prudent 
to  close  the  Chapter  and  dismiss  the  Companions  without  any 
work. 

November  13th,  visited  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91.  No. 
work. 

November  16th,  visited  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183,  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Master’s  Degree  by  the  King, 
Companion  Charles  Cary,  and  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  De¬ 
gree  by  the  Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  Companion  James  S. 
Barber. 

November  21st,  visited  Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  No.  216.  No 
work. 

November  21st,  visited  Temple  Chapter,  No.  248,  and  conferred 
the  Mark  Master’s,  Most  Excellent  Master’s,  and  Royal  Arch  De¬ 
grees. 

November  23d,  visited  Norristown  Chapter,  No.  190,  at  Norris¬ 
town,  and  were  met  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Pligh  Priest, 
Samuel  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Companions  from  Chapters  Nos.  190  and 
198.  The  Grand  Officers  exemplified  the  Mark  Master’s  and  Royal 
Arch  Degrees. 

November  27th,  visited  Germantown  Chapter,  No.  208,  at  Ger¬ 
mantown.  The  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree  was  exemplified 
by  the  Grand  Officers. 

November  28th,  visited  Signet  Chapter,  No.  251,  and  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Master’s  Degree  by  the  Scribe,  Com¬ 
panion  Wilbur  F.  Litch,  and  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  De¬ 
gree  by  the  King,  Companion  Samuel  W.  Wray. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  already  named,  I  made  other  visita¬ 
tions  unaccompanied  by  the  Grand  Officers,  as  follows: 

January  7th,  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52. 

December  5th,  St.  John  Chapter,  No.  232,  conferred  the  order 
of  High  Priesthood  upon  Companion  John  L.  Benzon,  High 
Priest  elect. 

December  18th,  visited  Philadelphia  Chapter,  No.  169. 

December  21st,  visited  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183,  and  con¬ 
ferred  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  Companion  Charles 
Cary,  High  Priest  elect. 

December  25th,  visited  Kensington  Chapter,  No.  233. 

I  also  on  December  20th,  installed  the  Officers  of  Columbia 
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Chapter,  No.  91,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  conferred  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood  upon  Companion  Gideon  Sibley,  the 
High  Priest  elect. 

Companions,  those  were  the  visitations  of  the  year.  It  was  my 
endeavor  to  reach  every  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction;  this  I  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  doing.  The  Chapters  meeting  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  were  .visited  separately ;  in  the  case  of  the  others  I  selected 
some  central  spot  for  a  visit,  and  summoned  under  the  Seal,  the 
Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  King,  and  Scribe  of  all  Chapters  in 
that  vicinity  to  attend,  and  also  invited  as  many  other  members 
as  chose  to  come.  The  result  far  exceeded  my  expectation;  every 
Chapter  Hall  visited  was  crowded  to  its  capacity,  the  Grand 
Officers  were  warmly,  I  might  sa}^  enthusiastically,  welcomed, 
and  the  beautiful  work  of  the  Fraternity  was  earnestly  listened 
to.  I  cannot  close  this  portion  of  m}^  report  without  making 
my  warm  and  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Grand  Officers 
and  other  Companions  who  aided  me  in  this  laborious  work, 
and  also  to  the  members  of  the  Chapters  visited  for  their 
kind  and  fraternal  greetings.  The  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests  are  also  entitled  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  every 
member  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  They  labor  faithfully  year  after 
year,  spending  their  time  and  often  their  money  to  advance  the 
interests  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and  sometimes  it  seems  that 
their  services  are  not  at  all  appreciated.  I  desire  to  bear  my  tes¬ 
timony  to  their  constancy  and  fervor  in  the  good  work;  their  re¬ 
ports  as  submitted  to  the  Grand  High  Priests  from  }Tear  to  year 
show  how  zealously  they  guard  the  interests  committed  to  their 
care. 


Decisions. 

There  have  been  numerous  letters  received  by  me  during  the 
year,  asking  questions  as  to  Masonic  law  and  usage,  the  decision 
of  which,  while  perhaps  of  no  general  interest,  I  still  consider  it 
my  duty  to  report  to  you  at  this  time. 

1st.  u  Can  a  High  Priest  elect  be  installed  and  act  as  such 
without  having  first  conferred  upon  him  the  order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood,  and  have  it  conferred  on  him  subsequently?”  I  answered, 
u  Yes.” 

2d.  “  Can  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  be  conferred  at  a  place 
other  than  the  Chapter  Hall?”  I  answered,  “No,  and  only  in 
the  Chapter  Hall  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chapter ,  when  a  proper  num¬ 
ber  of  qualified  Companions  are  present.” 

3d.  A  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  cannot  by  virtue 
of  his  presence  authorize  a  special  election  in  a  Chapter  to  fill  a 
vacancy  among  its  officers.  Such  an  election  can  only  be  held 
by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  duly  issued  at  the  request  of  the  Chapter. 


80 


4 tli.  The  vails  in  the  Chapter  Hall  must  reach  from  wall  to 
wall. 

5th.  In  this  case  the  By-Laws  of  the  Chapter  provide  that 
any  member  who  shall  have  paid  full  dues  for  twelve  consecutive 
years  may  be  declared  a  privileged  member;  they  further  provide 
that  such  members  shall  pay  but  fifty  cents  per  year  as  dues.  A 
member  of  the  Chapter  was  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
subsequently  paid  them,  was  placed  in  good  Masonic  standing 
and  readmitted  to  the  Chapter.  He  now  claims  that  the  Chapter 
should  declare  him  a  privileged  member,  alleging  that  he  paid 
dues  for  the  year  in  which  he  stood  suspended,  which  year  in¬ 
cluded  would  make  a  payment  of  full  dues  for  twelve  consecutive 
years.  I  decided  that  when  he  was  suspended  his  membership 
ceased,  and  did  not  again  commence  until  he  was  readmitted, 
and  that  the  Chapter  could  not  charge  or  collect  dues  from  him 
for  the  time  his  suspension  existed,  and  that  the  twelve  years 
must  be  counted  as  commencing  from  the  time  of  his  readmis¬ 
sion. 

6th.  In  this  case  an  applicant  was  rejected  by  an  unfavorable 
report  of  a  committee.  One  year  elapses.  The  committee  find 
they  were  misinformed  and  would  now  report  favorably.  Ques¬ 
tion.  u  How  can  they  reach  the  case  ?”  Answer.  u  Let  the  Chap¬ 
ter  ask  the  Grand  Chapter  for  permission  to  receive  a  new  peti¬ 
tion,  and  if  granted,  proceed  to  act  thereon.’’ 

1th.  The  Chapter  degrees  cannot  be  conferred  by  a  Chapter  by 
virtue  of  a  dispensation,  but  only  on  regular  petition,  which  must 
lie  over  one  month  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

And  now,  Companions,  the  hour  has  arrived  in  which  it  be¬ 
comes  my  duty  to  part  with  you  as  your  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
to  hand  over  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  office  to  another, 
a  Companion  who  has  many  years  of  Masonic  experience  to  guide 
him  in  promoting  the  welfare  and  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Institution ;  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  no  doubt  influenced  you 
in  conferring  upon  him  the  highest  office  in  your  gift.  Allow  me 
to  say  that  I  have  no  doubt  your  highest  expectations  will  be 
realized.  In  thus  parting  with  }tou,  my  Companions,  I  desire  to 
express  to  each  and  all  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the 
many  kindnesses  and  favors  received  at  your  hands.  Almost  from 
the  moment  of  my  first  entrance  into  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  a 
few  short  years  since,  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  serve  you 
in  the  various  positions  through  which  }7our  kind  partiality  ele¬ 
vated  me,  until  at  last  you  generously  confided  to  me  the  supreme 
authority.  This  authority  bestowed  by  your  unanimous  vote  I 
have  endeavored  to  use  for  but  one  purpose,  namely,  the  good  of 
the  craft;  the  record  is  before  you,  and  it  is  for  }^ou  to  say  how  I 
have  fulfilled  the  trust  committed  to  my  hands. 

To  the  officers  with  whom  I  have  been  associated,  my  thanks 
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are  clue  and  tendered  for  tlieir  ever  ready  and  efficient  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  all  that  appertained  to  and  was  undertaken  in  the  cause  of 
the  Fraternity  during  my  official  year. 

My  Companions,  it  has  seldom  been  my  lot  to  feel  more  sad  and 
sorrowful  than  I  now  do.  This  may  be  the  last  Communication 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  it  will  ever  be  my  privilege  to  attend  ; 
the  shake  of  the  hand  and  the  words  u  good-b}T  ”  given  and  pro¬ 
nounced  to-night,  may  be  the  last  ever  received  or  heard  by  me 
from  man}’  of  the  Companions.  As  known  to  most  of  3^011,  within 
a  very  few  days  I  will  depart  for  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  will 
thereafter  reside  in  that  place.  M}t  Companions,  in  hearing  my 
farewell,  accept  my  assurances  that  one  of  the  brightest  spots  in 
my  memory  will  always  be  the  days  in  which  we  labored  together 
for  the  good  of  the  craft  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penns3’lvania 
and  its  subordinates. 


All  but  Past  High  Priests  upon  yrliom  the  order  of 
High  Priesthood  had  been  conferred  having  retired,  Com¬ 
panion  Alfeed  P.  Potter  was  duly  installed  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  was  duly  proclaimed,  and  received  the 
salutations  of  his  Companions. 

Companion  Pobert  E.  Pattersox,  Most  Excellent 
High  Priest  elect  of  Abington  Chapter,  No.  245,  located 
in  Jenkintown,  was  introduced  and  duly  installed  as  Most 
Excellent  High  Priest,  and  the  order  of  High  Priesthood 
conferred  upon  him. 

Companion  Wesley  Hammer,  Most  Excellent  High 
Priest  of  Chapter  252,  was  introduced,  and  had  the  order 
of  High  Priesthood  conferred  upon  him. 

Companion  William  A.  Sxowdex,  Most  Excellent 
High  Priest  elect  of  Chapter  No.  220,  was  introduced, 
and  installed  into  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  elected, 
and  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred  upon  him. 

Those  who  had  retired  were  then  readmitted.  After 
which  the  following  named  Companions  were  duly  in- 
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stalled  and  severally  proclaimed,  and  received  the  salu¬ 
tations  of  the  craft. 


Companion  William  C.  Hamilton,  . 
“  Hibbert  P.  John,  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 

11  John  Thomson,  ... 


M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased 
to  make  the  following  appointments  : 


Companions 

Augustus  R.  Hall, 

No. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  . 

u 

Henry  R.  Coulomb, 

U 

Edgar  Pries, 

U 

James  S.  Barber,  . 

U 

John  L.  Young,  . 

u 

Edward  Masson,  . 

u 

William  B.  Fox,  . 

u 

H.  G.  0.  Ramborger,  . 

u 

Samuel  W.  Wray, 

u 

Harrison  G.  Clark, 

u 

3,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

250,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
3,  Grand  R.  A.  Captain. 

243,  Grand  Master  of  3d  Vail. 
183,  Grand  Master  of  2d  Vail. 

52,  Grand  Master  of  1st  Vail. 

232,  Grand  Marshal. 

233,  S.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
115,  J.  G.  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

251,  Grand  Pursuivant. 

183,  Grand  Tyler. 


GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 

Companions 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Davis, 
u  Richard  H.  Allen,  D.D., 
“  John  P.  Crouch, 
u  Emanuel  Oppenheim, 
u  G.  W.  MacLaughlin, 

“  James  W.  Robins,  D.D., 

“  A.  Y.  C.  SCHENCK, 

“  Alexander  M.  Wiggins, 
“  Daniel  Washburn,  D.D. 


COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 


Comp.  George  W.  Wood, 

p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Michael  Nisbet, 

p.  g.  h.  p., 


Comp.  Daniel  Thompson, 

p.  G.  h.  p. 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

p.  G.  H.  p. 


Comp.  John  Thomson, 

g.  s. 


33 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day,  Comp.  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

“  Charles  W.  Packer,  u  Edward  Matthews, 

Comp.  A.  Nelson  Batten. 


COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Comp.  Edward  R.  Worrell,  Comp.  Robert  P.  Dechert, 

u  Thomas  Jacobs,  “  George  P.  Wiggan, 

Comp.  Orrin  T.  Noble. 


COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Comp.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Comp.  Sidney  R.  Morris, 

“  Robert  C.  Eloyd,  “  Andrew  Zane,  Jr., 

Comp.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 


COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS. 

Comp.  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Comp.  Joseph  T.  Pratt. 

p.  G.  H.  p. 

“  Henry  J.  White,  u  George  J.  Becker, 

Comp.  Charles  H.  Kingston. 


COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITY. 

Comp.  Charles  Laing,  Comp.  Thaddeus  Stearne, 

u  George  Scatchard,  u  Grafpus  Miller, 

Comp.  Charles  F.  Garrigues. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING  AND  PUBLISHING. 

Comp.  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  Comp.  William  N.  Yiguers, 

“  Henry  Euler,  Jr.,  u  Frederick  W.  Lauer, 

Comp.  William  A.  Sinn. 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 

1.  — Companion  Jesse  Orr, 

Of  Beading,  for  the  Counties  of  Berks,  Lebanon,  Lancaster,  York, 
and  Adams. 

2.  — Companion  George  D.  Hays, 

Of  Oxford,  for  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  except  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  198,  at  Phoenixville. 
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3.  — Companion  Robert  Snodgrass, 

Of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Fulton. 

4.  — Companion  Bernard  E.  Lehman, 

Of  Bethlehem,  for  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Lehigh,  and  Car¬ 
bon. 

5.  — Companion  Thaddeus  S.  Hillard, 

Of  Wilkesbarre,  for  the  Counties  of  Luzerne,  Monroe,  and  Chapter 
No.  205,  at  Faetoryville. 

6.  — Companion  John  H.  Dusenbury, 

Of  Great  Bend,  for  Counties  of  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  and  Pike. 

7.  — Companion  James  H.  Codding, 

Of  Towanda,  for  Counties  of  Bradford,  Wyoming,  and  Sullivan, 
except  Chapter  205,  at  Faetoryville. 

8.  — Companion  Robert  C.  Simpson, 

Of  Wellsboro,’  for  Counties  of  Tioga,  Potter,  and  McKean. 

9.  — Companion  Alexander  J.  Frick, 

Of  Danville,  for  Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour,  and  Northumber¬ 
land. 

10.  — Companion  George  S.  Snyder, 

Of  Williamsport,  for  Counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton,  Centre,  Union, 
and  Snyder. 

11.  — Companion  Charles  R.  Earley,  M.D., 

Of  Earley,  for  Counties  of  Elk  and  Cameron. 

12.  — Companion  Edmund  H.  Turner, 

Of  Saxton,  for  Counties  of  Blair,  Cambria,  Huntingdon,  and  Bed¬ 
ford. 

13.  — Companion  John  P.  Clark, 

Of  Newport,  for  the  Counties  of  Perry,  Mifflin,  and  Juniata. 

14.  — Companion  Philip  M.  Hockheimer, 

Of  Uniontown,  for  Counties  of  Washington,  Fayette,  Green,  and 
Somerset. 

15.  — Companion  Geter  C.  Shidle, 

Of  Pittsburg,  for  Counties  of  Alleghany,  Westmoreland,  Arm¬ 
strong,  Butler,  Indiana,  and  Beaver. 

16.  — Companion  Madison  M.  Meredith, 

Of  Brookville,  for  the  Counties  of  Clearfield,  Jefferson,  and  Clarion. 
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17.  — Companion  Charles  W.  Mackey, 

Of  Franklin,  for  Counties  of  Venango,  Warren,  and-  Forest. 

18.  — Companion  Matthias  H.  Henderson, 

Of  Sharon,  for  Counties  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Crawford,  and 
Erie. 

19.  — Companion  Robert  E.  Patterson, 

Of  Jenkintown,  for  Counties  of  Montgomery  and  Bucks. 

20. — -Companion  George  P.  Owen. 

Of  Tremont,  for  the  Count}7  of  Schuylkill. 


The  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Companion  .  J.  Alex¬ 
ander  Simpson  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  which  was 
approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Chapter  closed  in  peace  at  9  o’clock  p.m. 

John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secietary. 


APPENDIX. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 


To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers,  and  Members 
of  the  Grand  Holy  Poyal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  through  the  chair¬ 
man,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  their  annual  report : 

Our  predecessor,  Companion  W.  J.  Kelly,  has  won  for  himself 
and  this  Grand  Chapter  such  honors,  that  we  are  in  doubt  what 
to  do  or  write  to  maintain  that  good  name. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  last  report  he  saj’s :  “We  believe  the 
correspondence  is  the  cream  of  the  published  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapters,  and  we  most  earnestly  hope  ours  will  select  some 
t  Companion  who  will  not  be  hidebound  in  his  views,  or  laz}^  in 
expressing  them.-’  We  indorse  every  word  then  written,  and,  as 
we  do  not  wish  to  be  either  the  former  or  the  latter,  we  must 
throw  ourselves  on  the  mercy  of  our  Companions. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  this  country  and 
abroad  have  been  to  us  most  interestino;.  An  examination  of 
them  exhibits  the  progress  made  b}^  the  Royal  Arch,  and  points 
out  the  differences  in  the  government  of  the  craft.  Here  is  writ¬ 
ten  a  histoiy  which  cannot  be  changed  or  obliterated,  the  lessons 
of  which,  if  heeded,  will  prove  of  advantage  to  those  who  come 
after  us. 

The  reporters  of  foreign  correspondence  stand  as  impartial 
critics  ;  the\’  examine  carefull\T  the  proceedings,  oftentimes  poring 
over  some  thousands  of  pages,  and  selecting  such  portions  as  ma}r 
prove  of  interest  to  their  Grand  Chapters,  present  in  a  connected 
or  condensed  form  a  perfect  picture  of  the  condition  of  Royal 
Arch  Masoury  throughout  the  world.  In  the  performance  of 
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the  dut}^  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  we  have 
carefully  refrained  from  criticism,  except  where  the  proceedings 
of  our  own  Grand  Chapter  have  been  reviewed  in  what  we  con¬ 
sidered  a  partial  or  biased  manner. 

The  proceedings  of  the  following  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters, 
and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  etc.,  have  been  reviewed. 

Grand  Chapter  op 

Alabama,  1875,  containing  103  pages. 

Arkansas,  1875,  containing  23  pages. 

California,  1876,  containing  168  pages. 

Connecticut,  1875,  containing  144  pages. 

Delaware,  1876,  containing  26  pages. 

District  of  Columbia,  1875,  containing  176  pages. 
Georgia,  1876,  containing  86  pages. 

Illinois,  1875,  containing  123  pages. 

Indiana,  1876,  containing  167  pages. 

Iowa,  1875,  1876,  containing  334  pages. 

Kansas,  1875,  containing  148  pages. 

Kentucky,  1875,  containing  234  pages. 

Louisiana,  1876,  containing  59  pages. 

Maine,  1876,  containing  143  pages. 

Maryland,  1875,  containing  192  pages. 
Massachusetts,  1875,  containing  230  pages. 

Michigan,  1876,  containing  175  pages. 

Minnesota,  1876,  containing  138  pages. 

Mississippi,  1876,  containing  61  pages. 

Missouri,  1876,  containing  62  pages. 

Nebraska,  1875,  containing  134  pages. 

New  Hampshire,  1876,  containing  109  pages. 

New  Jersey,  1876,  containing  171  pages. 

New  York,  1876,  containing  158  pages. 

North  Carolina,  1876,  containing  116  pages. 

Ohio,  1876,  containing  200  pages. 

Oregon,  1876,  containing  104  pages. 

South  Carolina,  1876,  containing  70  pages. 

Tennessee,  1875,  containing  48  pages. 

Texas,  1875,  containing  176  pages. 

Vermont,  1875,  containing  103  pages. 

Virginia,  1875,  containing  122  pages. 
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"West  Virginia,  1874,  1875,  containing  37  pages. 
Wisconsin,  1876,  containing  146  pages. 

Canada,  1875,  1876,  containing  272  pages. 

Vova  Scotia,  1874,  1875,  containing  50  pages. 

Supreme  Grand  Eoyal  Arch  Chapter  of 

Scotland,  1875,  1876,  containing  90  pages. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of 

England  and  Wales,  1873,  1874,  1875,  1876. 

We  regret  we  have  not  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  Colorado,  Florida,  Nebraska,  and  Rhode  Island. 

According  to  the  usage  adopted  by  the  corps  reportorial,  we 
begin  our  work  with 


ALABAMA. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  Grand  Convocation  was  held  at  the 
new  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  on  Tuesday, 
December  7th,  1875. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Myles  J.  Greene,  Grand  High 
Priest,  assisted  by  the  representatives  of  thirty-three  subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters,  opened  the  Grand  Chapter  in  ample  form.  The 
annual  address  opens  to  us  a  truly  sorrowful  picture  of  this  sis-  • 
ter  of  the  Sunny  South.  Dreadful  cjmlones  and  unprecedented 
drouth  have  smitten  with  a  heavy  hand  our  Companions  and  the 
good  people  of  Alabama.  These,  added  to  the  general  stagnation 
in  business,  and  other  causes,  make  the  year  then  closing  one 
memorable  in  its  history.  Withal,  harmony  complete  continues 
in  the  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction.  Several  of  the  Chapters 
have  ceased  their  labors,  but  those  remaining  have  continued 
their  meetings  with  regularitjr. 

Among  the  recommendations  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  the 

o  o 

following : 

“  I  would  recommend  to  Companions  generally,  and  particu¬ 
larly  such  as  hold  official  positions,  a  careful  stud}”  of  the  various 
works  extant  on  Masonic  law,  embracing  our  own  Chapter  code, 
together  with  the  able  and  comprehensive  reports  of  Committees 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  last,  I  fear,  are  not  overread 
by  very  many  of  the  members,  but  which  contain  a  fund  of  infor¬ 
mation,  so  vast,  varied,  and  valuable,  not  alone  as  to  the  Masonic 
law  and  usage,  but  as  to  the  condition  and  progress  of  our  Order 
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throughout  the  globe,  that  the  time  required  for  their  perusal 
cannot  well  be  better  employed.” 

It  is  the  custom  of  this  and  of  nearly  all  other  Grand  Chapters 
to  refer  the  address  and  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  a 
special  committee,  or  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence.  This 
committee,  during  the  Convocation,  make  report  on  the  deci¬ 
sions,  in  some  cases  disapproving  of  a  particular  ruling  of  the 
Grand  Officer,  but  mostly  approving  and  commending  his  official 
action,  when  it  became  the  law. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  Mark  Master, 
the  Past  Master,  and  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Degrees,  wdiich  was  concurred  in. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  Grand  Chapter  to  dissolve  its 
connection  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
having  ceased  to  exist,  the  resolution  of  dissolution  was  repealed. 

One  hundred  dollars  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
to  procure  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  jewel,  to  be  presented  to 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Greene. 

Sixty7  pages  comprise  the  able  report  of  Companion  P.  I.  Pil- 
lans,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Among 
the  thirty-three  Grand  Chapters  reviewed  is  Pennsylvania  for 
18V 4.  He  quotes  from  the  address  of  Companion  A.  Robeno,  Jr., 
¥  the  letter  of  Companion  W.  J.  Hughan,  and  the  report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence  of  Companion  William  J.  Kelly. 

Companion  Pillans  asked  to  be  relieved  for  the  future  from  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  but  we  notice  the  Grand  High 
Priest  has  continued  him. 

56  Most  Excellent  Masters  were  exalted  during  the  year,  the 
membership  being  1441. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Convocation  of  High  Priests 
is  also  printed.  Companion  Peleg  Drown,  President,  made  an 
address.  The  order  of  Hiodi  Priesthood  was  conferred  on  five 

o 

High  Priests  who  had  petitioned  for  the  same. 

With  us  in  Pennsylvania,  when  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  is 
installed,  he  receives  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  in  the  presence 
of  those  only  who  had  previously  received  it.  It  is  conferred 
without  fee,  and  is  an  official  degree,  the  possession  of  which  he 
is  entitled  to,  and  to  which  his  Companions  have  elected  him. 

We  are  coming  to  believe  that  there  are  too  many  degrees  in 
Masonry,  and  that  the  declaration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  in  olden  times  is  true,  “that  Ancient  Masonry  consists 
of  but  three  degrees,  the  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and 
the  Master  Mason,  to  which  is  added  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.” 

The  ingenuity  of  man  has  conceived  many  hundred  degrees, 
but  take  away  the  first  three,  the  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and 
Master,  and  the  Royal  Arch,  and  these  air  castles  vanish. 

It  is  all  very  well  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  official  degrees  ex¬ 
clusive,  but  we  believe  also,  that  Royal  Arch  Masons  should  act 
with  justice.  If  the}7  elect  a  Companion  as  their  High  Priest,  give 
him  freely,  without  any  unnecessary  forms  or  red  tape,  what  he  is 
entitled  to. 

In  England  they  have  official  degrees  for  their  first  three 
officers:  First  Principal,  or  Zerubbabel ;  second  Principal,  or 
Joshua  ;  and  third  Principal,  or  Haggai.  None  can  be  present 
at  the  conferring  of  these  degrees  but  those  who  have  received 
them.  The  modes  of  recognition  are  different  and  distinct,  and 
at  the  opening  of  the  Chapters  none  are  allowed  to  be  present 
but  the  three  Principals  and  Past  Principals.  After  the  opening 
the  members  are  admitted.  These  degrees  are  essentially  different 
from  our  order  of  High  Priesthood. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  conferred  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  as 
early  as  1824.  Who  introduced  it  we  know  not,  but  it  came  as  a 
natural  sequence  to  the  independence  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  when 
the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degrees  were  recognized 
among  us. 

We  allow  any  three  High  Priests  who  may  be  in  possession  of 
the  order  to  confer  it  upon  the  High  Priest  at  the  time  of  his 
installation. 

Companion  James  E.  Cobb,  of  Tuskegee,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Companion  Daniel  Sayer,  of  Montgomery,  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary  ;  and 

Companion  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  of  Mobile,  reappointed  Chair¬ 
man  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

ARKANSAS. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1875,  Most  Excellent  Companion  E.  H. 
English,  General  Grand  High  Priest  as  Grand  High  Priest,  opened 
the  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
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Chapter  of  Arkansas  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock.  Companion 
Samuel  W.  Williams,  the  Grand  High  Priest  (who  was  absent), 
in  his  address,  notes  the  death  of  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Companion  E.  A.  Warren.  He  recommends  that  the  surplus 
funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be  appropriated  to  St.  John’s  College, 
which  lately  had  been  greatly  embarrassed  by  debts. 

He  decided  that  “  it  is  only  a  suspension  from  the  privileges 
of  Masonry,  which  can  occur  alone  on  a  trial  upon  regular 
charges,  which  constitutes  that  suspended  Mason  with  whom  we 
are  to  hold  no  Masonic  communication.  That  prohibition  does 
not  extend,  as  I  think,  to  those  who  are  made  non-affiliates  by 
being  suspended  from  membership  in  a  Blue  Lodge  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues.  It  is  only  the  class  of  suspended  Masons  which 
we  are  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Blue  Masonry  from  communica¬ 
tion  with  Masonically,  which  cannot  sit  with  us  in  the  Chapter, 
not  because  the  Blue  Lodge  has  any  control  over  the  Chapter, 
but  because  we  cannot  work  the  Chapter  without  disclosing  the 
secrets  of  the  Blue  Lodge.” 

A  Mason  who  is  suspended  from  his  Blue  Lodge  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues,  is  not  a  non-affiliate,  but  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
a  suspended  Mason,  one  with  whom  we  can  hold  no  Masonic  com¬ 
munication.  The  Blue  Lodge  suspends  legalty  or  illegally;  if 
the  latter,  there  is  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
we  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  power  higher  than  the  Grand 
Lodge  that  can  call  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  question,  certainty 
not  the  Chapter,  unless  it  has  the  power  to  reverse  the  suspen¬ 
sion.  The  committee  to  whom  the  above  decision  was  referred, 
presented  a  majority  report  differing  from  the  Grand  High  Driest, 
and  a  minority  report  approving  the  decision. 

It  will  be  well  for  Companions  visiting  the  Chapters  in  Ar¬ 
kansas,  and  in  admitting  visiting  Companions  from  that  jurisdic¬ 
tion  into  our  Chapters,  to  be  satisfied  that  they  are  not  sitting  with 
or  holding  communication  with  a  suspended  Master  Mason. 

Companion  Van  Hoose  reported  on  Correspondence,  but  was 
demoralized  by  the  Grand  Secretary  sending  him  for  review  the 
proceedings  of  one  of  the  religious  organizations  of  New  Jersey, 
and  therefore  he  made  no  report.  The  lectures  and  work  of  the 
Mark,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent,  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees 
were  explained  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  E.  II.  English. 

62  Most  Excellent  Masters  were  exalted.  Total  membership, 
1256,  in  38  Chapters. 
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Companion  E.  R.  Duval,  M.D.,  Fort  Smith,  Sebastian  Count}", 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Luke  E.  Barber,  Little  Bock,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  J.  H.  Yan  Hoose,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Correspondence. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  California  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  April  11th,  1876,  Most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  William  Thomas  Reynolds,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 
Forty-two  chapters  represented. 

The  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  refers  mostly  to 
matters  of  local  interest.  He  wisely  refused  permission  to  a 
subordinate  chapter  to  appear  in  their  regalia  at  a  public  ball. 

He  recommends  that  the  Grand  Lecturer  should  be  paid  a  fair 
salary  and  his  actual  travelling  expenses,  and  that  he  be  required 
to  visit  each  chapter  at  least  once  in  each  year. 

Companion  Charles  Louis  Wiggan  again  furnishes  an  able  re¬ 
port  on  Correspondence,  covering  eighty-six  closely  printed  pages, 
in  which  thirty -four  Grand  Chapter  proceedings  are  reviewed.  In 
his  review  of  Michigan  he  has  our  indorsement  for  every  word  he 
says.  We  have  personally  experienced  that 

“  A  visit  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  epoch  in  the  history 
of  a  subordinate  Chapter;  an  event  which  affords  gratification 
and  encouragement,  if  the  Chapter  is  prosperous  and  zealous, 
and  which  gives  strength  and  support  if  it  be  weak  and  declining. 
Many  a  Lodge  and  Chapter  whose  very  existence  was  threatened 
through  a  lack  of  zeal  and  energy  on  the  part  of  its  officers  and 
members,  has  had  new  life  infused  into  it,  and  dated  the  return 
of  prosperity  from  a  visit  by  the  Grand  Master  or  Grand  High 
Priest.  It  is  an  evidence  to  them  that  they  are  cared  for  by  those 
placed  in  authority  over  them,  and  that  those  who  stand  in  high 
places  are  not  there  simply  to  receive  the  honors  which  their  po¬ 
sition  confers  upon  them.  Should  dissensions  arise  in  a  Chapter, 
or  should  it  fall  into  a  listless  and  dormant  state,  more  good  can 
be  accomplished  by  one  visit  from  a  judicious,  intelligent,  and 
zealous  Grand  Hioffi  Priest  than  bv  any  other  means  which  can 
be  employed,  and  a  Grand  Chapter  cannot  expend  its  funds  more 
profitably  than  in  promoting  such  visitations.” 
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He  says  of  Pennsylvania  that: 

u  The  proceedings  proper  of  the  five  ‘  Communications  ’  occupy 
only  twenty-three  pages  of  the  Annual,  and  are  ‘  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  ’  barren  of  aught  that  will  prove  interesting  to  the 
general  reader. 

“  Were  110t  for  the  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence  by 
Companion  William  J.  Kelly,  the  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania 
would  be  ‘small  potatoes  and  few  in  a  hill,’  in  fact  hardly  worth  the 
expense  of  printing;  but  the  Report  compensates  for  the  meagre¬ 
ness  of  the  proceedings,  and  is  like  a  sparkling  jewel  in  a  setting 
of  lead.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters,  also  those  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  for  three 
years.” 

If  our  Companions  of  other  jurisdictions  will  only  tell  us  what 
they  would  like  us  to  print  in  our  Proceedings  we  perhaps  might 
accommodate  them.  We  print  all  we  do.  Our  Grand  Chapter  is 
harmonious,  the  Chapters  in  good  working  order  and  prosperous, 
and  we  have  nothing  to  do  when  we  meet  except  open  and  close, 
exemplify  the  work,  elect  our  officers,  and  install  them.  We  do 
not  refer  our  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  to  a  committee  for 
report  thereon.  We  do  not  permit  any  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  that  Grand  Officer,  therefore  there  can  be  no  business  arising 
from  this  annual  address.  At  the  November  Communication  we 
have  the  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  ;  this  is  printed 
in  the  Proceedings,  and  is  most  interesting  to  the  Rojml  Arch 
Masons  in  Pennsjdvania,  although  not  to  other  jurisdictions. 
Then  at  the  Annual  Communication  on  St.John  the  Evangelist’s 
Day  we  have  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
In  his  concluding  remarks,  speaking  of  the  reports  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  he  says : 

“To  the  thoughtless  and  superficial  Mason,  these  reports  are 
considered  of  little  value,  and  are  looked  upon  as  a  mass  of  dry 
and  uninteresting  statistics,  not  worth  the  time  spent  in  perusing 
them.  But  to  the  reflecting,  sentient  Companion,  they  possess  a 
fund  of  interest  and  information  which  at  once  fixes  his  attention, 
as  exhibiting  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  great  pulse  of 
the  Order  beats  throughout  the  Masonic  World.” 

The  proceedings  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Grand  Convention  of  the  Order  of  High  Priests,  are  printed  with 
the  Proceedings. 
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294  Most  Excellent  Masters  were  exalted.  4 7  Chapters  ;  total 
membership  2781. 

Companion  Alexander  G.  Abell,  San  Francisco,  elected 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Charles  Louis  "Wiggan,  San  Francisco,  elected 
Grand  Secretary ,  and  appointed  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Cor¬ 
respondence. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  Seventy-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  New  Haven,  May  11th,  1875. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  Edmund  Tweedy,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut;  31 
Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address,  in  which 
he  pays  fitting  tribute  to  the  memories  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Grand  Chaplain,  Companion  Cyrus  Goodell,  Companion  Ed¬ 
mund  Holcomb,  for  many  years  High  Priest  of  Lafayette  Chapter, 
No.  20,  of  Granby,  and  of  that  exemplary  Mason,  Companion 
John  L.  Devotion,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Connecticut,  who,  although  not  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
yet  his  upright,  honest  life  received  a  just  eulogy. 

In  reply  to  a  suggestion  to  dispense  with  the  report  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  he  says : 

“It  has  been  suggested  as  a  measure  of  economv  that  the  re- 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  should  not  be  printed 
with  our  proceedings.  I  should  consider  the  adoption  of  such  a 
suggestion  a  serious  error.  I  regard  the  work  that  is  being  done 
by  these  committees  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  of  great  value 
to  the  Craft,  and  deserving  of  better  encouragement  than  it  some¬ 
times  receives.  To  it,  more  than  to  anything  else,  are  we  in¬ 
debted  for  greater  conformity  of  legislation,  a  correct  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  principles  of  Masonic  Law,  and  a  general  diffusion  of 
information  respecting  matters  of  Royal  Arch  history  and  gov¬ 
ernment.  By  it  we  are  brought  into  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  thought  and  actions  of  our  Companions  of  every  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  are  made  to  realize  more  full}'  our  mutual  dependence 
and  identity  of  interests.  It  tends  also  to  prevent  crudeness  and 
laxity  in  matters  of  legislation  and  government.  The  conscious¬ 
ness  that  the  work  which  we  are  doing  here  to-day  is  to  be  sub- 


46 


mittecl  to  the  candid  criticism  of  some  of  the  best  minds  and 
ablest  pens  to  be  found  among  the  Craft,  will  naturally  induce  our 
best  efforts  to  make  that  work  such  as  to  command  the  approval 
of  all  intelligent  Companions.  It  is  true  that  the  reports  of  some 
of  these  committees  are  not  themselves  above  criticism.  But  who 
among  us  is  perfect?  As  a  rule,  they  are  worthy  of  high  praise; 
and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  labors  of  these  Companions,  who,  in  man}r  cases,  at  great  sac¬ 
rifice  of  their  personal  interests,  have  given  freely  of  their  time  and 
talents  for  the  general  good.” 

With  all  of  which  we  heartily  agree.  The  reports  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  Grand  Chapters,  etc.,  have  been  the  means  of 
our  gaining  a  better  knowledge  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  than  we 
could  have  obtained  from  any  other  source. 

Companion  Tweedy  is  opposed  to  the  s}Tstem  of  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  thinks  that  the  custom  had  its  origin  and  support 
from  the  love  of  titles  and  position,  which  is  fast  becoming  the 
bane  of  Masonry. 

He  dispensed  with  the  usual  visitation  and  inspection  of  the 
Chapters,  because  his  Chapters  desired  to  be  let  alone,  as  they 
had  had  too  much  instruction.  We  do  not  believe  that  any  Chap¬ 
ter,  except  it  is  doing  its  work  in  an  unlawful  or  bungling  man¬ 
ner,  would  be  satisfied  by  thus  being  ignored  by  the  officer  whom 
they  had  elected  to  govern  them.  How  it  is  possible  to  report 
that  all  is  well  within  the  jurisdiction  without  a  personal  super¬ 
vision,  we  cannot  understand.  We  have  always  found  that  the 
Chapter  that  desired  the  most  to  be  let  alone,  required  the  most 
careful  watching  and  supervision. 

Notwithstanding  the  views  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  regard 
to  Representatives,  the  Grand  Chapter  immediately  after  his  ad¬ 
dress  received  and  acknowledged  Representatives  from  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  and  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  Companion  John 
N.  Lewis,  fills  eighty-nine  pages  of  the  Proceedings,  and  right  ably 
has  the  work  been  done.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty- 
two  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for  1873  being  of  the  num¬ 
ber.  Speaking  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  he  says  : 

“  The  business  of  the  jurisdiction  appears  to  be  almost  entirely 
transacted  by  the  officers,  as  the  records  show  scarcely  any  legis- 
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lation.  Indeed,  if  those  who  are  least  governed  are  best  gov¬ 
erned — we  leave  ont  the  marks  because  we  forget  tire  exact  quo¬ 
tation — Pennsylvania  may  well  claim  pre-eminence  in  the  Royal 
Craft. 

44  The  whole  business  of  the  Annual  Convocation — Communica¬ 
tion  they  call  it  there — was  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence ;  the  delivery  of  the  outgoing 
Grand  High  Priest’s  address,  which,  we  are  informed,  4  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Companions  with  marked  attention,’  and  which  it 
certainly  deserved  ;  the  installation  of  officers — the  Grand  High 
Priest  being  installed  b}r  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  after  all 
who  had  not  received  its  secrets  had  retired — an  address  from  the 
incoming  head  of  Capitular  Masonry  and  the  announcement  of  his 
appointments.  Whether  or  not  the  appointed  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  does  not  appear.” 

Our  High  Priest  does  not  receive  the  order  of  High  Priesthood 
when  he  is  installed,  he  having  already  received  it  in  his  Chapter 
when  elected  High  Priest  thereof.  The  appointed  officers  are 
never  installed. 

We  very  much  regret  that  Companion  Lewis  had  so  much  trouble 
to  get  a  copy  of  our  Proceedings  for  review,  but  we  can  assure 
him  that  we  have  during  the  years  1873  and  1874  personally  mailed 
three  copies  of  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  Penns3Tlvania  for  those 
years,  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  we  are  also  sure  that  Companion  John  Thomson,  our 
Grand  Secretary,  has  mailed  the  same  number  of  copies  yearly 
since  then.  Perhaps  the  Overseers,  not  knowing  their  use,  throw 
them  among  the  rubbish,  and  they  were  lost ;  however,  we  bear 
in  mind  that  there  was  once  44  a  stone  which  the  builders  rejected,” 
that  afterwards  became  the  most  important  one  in  the  building. 

In  reading  Companion  Lewis’s  report  we  come  to  the  end  too 
soon.  We  shall  (D.  Y.)  have  more  of  the  same  kind  next  }Tear,  so 
he  promises  us. 

179  Most  Excellent  Masters  exalted.  34  Chapters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  3962. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Edmund  Tweedy,  of  Danbury, 
Grand  High  Priest 

Companion  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  of  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  John  N.  Lewis,  No.  20  Nassau  Street,  New  York 
City,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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DELAWARE. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  was  held  at  the  Masonic 
Hall  in  Wilmington,  January  19th,  1816.  The  Convocation  was 
opened  by  Companion  Willis  Holden,  Grand  High  Priest.  His 
address  is  short  and  of  onty  local  interest. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  making  all 
Past  Grand  Chaplains  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  decided  that  a  Companion  could  not  be 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  without  due  form  of  trial. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  ad- 
dress  dissented  from  this  decision,  believing  that  a  member  can 
be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  according  to  the  By-laws 
of  each  Chapter,  and  reinstated  upon  payment  of  the  same  with¬ 
out  form  of  trial.  This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  appears  to  be  going  into  the  Representa¬ 
tive  business  by  the  wholesale,  one  hundred  blank  commissions 
having  been  ordered  to  be  printed.  An  appropriation  was  made 
for  lunch  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation. 

They  do  not  require  that  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  Grand  Chaplain  should  be  installed. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

13  Most  Excellent  Masters  were  exalted.  6  Chapters;  total 
membership,  304. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Willis  Holden,  of  Wilmington, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Joseph  P.  Allmond,  of  Wilmington, 
Grand  Secretary. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Special  Convocation  held  December  31st,  1874,  at  which  the 
death  of  the  Grand  Chaplain,  Companion  Rev.  J.  N.  Coombs,  was 
announced,  pall-bearers  appointed,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  in  a 
body  attended  the  funeral. 

The  Semi-annual  Convocation  was  held  on  May  7th,  1875, 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Noble  D.  Larner  presiding.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following  resolutions: 
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“  Resolved,  That  when  a  Companion  has  been  expelled  or  in¬ 
definitely  suspended  from  the  Chapter  in  conseqirence  of  his 
having  been  previously  expelled  or  indefinitely  suspended  from 
all  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Master  Mason,  that  after  his  re¬ 
instatement  in  the  Lodge,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Chapter  to 
take  such  action  as  its  By-laws  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  may  prescribe. 

“  Resolved ,  That  when  a  Companion  has  been  definitely  suspended 
from  the  Chapter  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  previously 
definitely  suspended  from  all  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Master 
Mason,  that  his  name  should  not  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the 
Chapter,  but  a  minute  made  of  said  suspension,  and  that  without 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Chapter  he  is  restored  to  all  his  rights 
and  privileges  on  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  sus¬ 
pended  by  his  Lodge.” 

To  our  mind  a  doubtful  procedure.  A  Loyal  Arch  Mason  who 
has  lost  his  membership  b}f  resignation,  suspension  or  expulsion, 
can  only  regain  it  by  petition  in  the  usual  form,  its  reference  to 
a  committee,  favorable  report,  and  unanimously  favorable  ballot. 

There  should  be  some  difference  between  one  who  has  re¬ 
signed,  or  been  suspended  or  expelled  ;  the  one  is  honorable  the 
other  dishonorable,  and  why  the  latter  should  have  a  greater 
privilege  than  the  former  we  cannot  see.  One  who  has  resigned 
cannot  again  become  a  member  except  by  petition,  etc.,  while, 
according  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  he  regains  his  membership  at  once  by  the  action  of 
another  body;  that  is,  the  Lodge,  not  recognizing  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  says:  We  will  restore  this  suspended  or  expelled 
Mason,  and  the  Chapter  must  accept  him  to  full  membership 
without  any  question. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  held  June  18th,  1875,  to  take  action 
on  the  death  of  Companion  Frank  G.  Daniels,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Third  Vail,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  attend  his  funeral, 
which  was  participated  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  Pentalpha  Lodge, 
No.  23,  the  Grand  Chapter,  Mt.  Vernon  Chapter,  Washington, 
Columbia,  Potomac,  and  De  Molay  Commanderies,  K.  T.,  and 
Mithras  Lodge  of  Perfection,  A.  A.  S.  R. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  November  19th,  1875.  Most 
Excellent  Companion  Noble  D.  Larner,  Grand  High  Priest,  read 
his  Annual  Address.  He  very  wisely  decided  that  a  Chapter 
Lodge  of  Past  Masters  could  not  confer  the  Past  Master’s  Degree 
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upon  a  brother  who  had  been  elected  Master  of  his  Lodge,  and 
who  was  not  a  candidate  for  the  Royal  Arch  Degrees. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  for  reasons  entirely  satisfactory  to  him¬ 
self  and  his  Grand  Chapter,  asked  the  Grand  Zerubbabel  (High 
Priest)  of  Canada,  to  revoke  the  commission  of  Companion  John 
E.  Mason,  its  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  the  matter  having  been  in  dispute  or  under 
discussion  for  some  time,  the  Grand  Chapter  unanimously  adopt¬ 
ing  the  following : 

u  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  has  the  undoubted  right  to  request 
the  revocation  of  a  commission  of  a  Representative  of  a  foreign 
Grand  Body.” 

At  a  meeting  held  November  29th.  a  new  constitution  was 
adopted,  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  on  the 
case  of  Companion  Mason,  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Canada.  From  this  report  we  quote: 

“  From  the  papers  submitted  to  your  committee  (and  from 
these  we  gather  all  the  information  we  have  on  the  subject  upon 
which  we  can  act),  it  appears  that  on  the  26th  day  of  November, 
1873,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  Zerubbabel  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  pre¬ 
ferring  a  request  in  the  following  language  :  ‘The  personal  rela¬ 
tions  existing  between  your  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  myself,  being  of  such  a 
character  as  to  prohibit  intercourse  between  him  and  myself,  I  am 
therefore,  much  to  my  regret,  compelled  to  request  that  his  com¬ 
mission  be  revoked.’ 

u  This  request  was  not  made  until  after  consultation  with  the 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  members  of  the  Grand  Coun¬ 
cil  and  other  prominent  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

u  Companion  Mason  has  never  held  a  higher  position  in  a 
Chapter  than  Secretary,  and  he  is  not  a  member  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  (for  all  these  things  were  known  to  this  Grand  Body 
when  it  confirmed  his  appointment),  we  say,  laying  aside  all  these 
general  objections,  yet  there  remains  sufficient  ground  set  forth 
in  this  letter,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  call  for  prompt 
and  immediate  action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Zerubbabel  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada;  for,  as  we  have  before  stated,  we  lay 
aside  entirely  the  merits  of  the  controversy  between  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  as  a  subject  with  which  neither  our  Grand 
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Chapter  nor  the  Grand  Zerubbabel  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  had  anything  to  do,  so  far  as  the  making  of  granting  of 
this  request  was  concerned.  It  was  enough  that  the  personal  re¬ 
lations  existing  between  the  Executive  of  this  Grand  Body  and 
the  Representative  were  such  as  to  prevent  official  intercourse,  as 
stated  in  the  letter  above  referred  to.  The  particular  acts  com¬ 
plained  of  are  not  set  forth  either  in  this  letter  or  in  the  papers 
submitted  to  your  committee  ;  and  if  they  were  we  could  not  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  between  the  par¬ 
ties  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  to  make  this  request.  That  is  not  within  the  province 
of  your  committee.  We  have  to  do  with  principles,  not  with  in¬ 
dividuals  ;  that  is  a  subject  of  inquiry  which  belongs  exclusively 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  after  the  request  had  been  com¬ 
plied  with.  Right  Excellent  Companion  Mason  is  their  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  not  ours,  and  he  is  responsible  to  the  body  whose 
representative  he  is  for  his  official  conduct.  We  speak  now  of 
his  official  conduct  in  his  representative  capacity;  not  that  Com¬ 
panion  Mason  might  not  be  subject  to  discipline  by  the  Chapter 
to  which  he  belongs  in  this  jurisdiction  for  a  Masonic  offence,  the 
same  as  though  he  were  not  a  Representative  of  a  foreign  Grand 
Body,  but  the  complaint  is  made  against  him  in  his  representa¬ 
tive  capacity,  and  it  is  enough  for  the  home  government  to  know 
that  their  Representative  is  distasteful  and  obnoxious  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  body  or  government  to  which  he  is  sent,  and  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  this  Grand  Body  to  prefer  charges  against  the 
Representative  and  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  controversy ; 
but  the  moment  that  the  fact  that  this  Representative  had  become 
obnoxious  to  the  Executive  of  this  Grand  Body,  he  should  have 
been  recalled  and  the  causes  inquired  into,  if  at  all,  by  the  Grand 
Body  who  sent  him  here.  Companion  Mason  stands  here  in  the 
same  position  precisely  as  though  he  was  a  citizen  of  Canada,  and 
a  member  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  Canada,  and  sent  here  to 
represent  the  Grand  Bod}7  of  that  Dominion  and  to  look  after  her 
interests  here.  And  what  interests  has  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  here  that  can  be  promoted  or  protected  by  having  a  Rep¬ 
resentative  resident  here  ? 

u  We  answer,  she  has  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  throughout  the  world  committed  to  her  care  and  keeping, 
and  it  is  to  preserve  that  harmony  and  that  fraternal  feeling 
which  should  characterize  sister  Grand  Bodies  throughout  the 
world,  and  upon  which  the  usefulness  and  existence  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  depends,  that  one  Grand  Body  accredits  to  another  some 
person  clothed  with  authority  to  speak  and  act  for  them  in  all 
matters  which  may  affect  the  interests  or  friendly  relations  of  the 
two  bodies  or  governments.  The  same  objects  are  to  be  accom¬ 
plished  and  the  same  purposes  and  interests  are  to  be  subserved 
as  in  the  appointment  of  ambassadors  between  two  nations,  and 
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it  is  the  invariable  rule  whenever  a  representative  makes  himself 
obnoxious  to  the  Executive  of  the  government  or  nation  to  whom 
he  is  accredited,  and  that  fact  is  made  known  to  his  government 
officially,  to  withdraw  him  at  once  without  inquiry  into  the  causes 
which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  difficulty.  We  might  cite  numer¬ 
ous  cases  within  our  own  knowledge  which  have  transpired  where 
our  own  government  have  been  a  party,  but  we  do  not  deem  it 
necessary.  Every  intelligent  Mason  must  at  once  see  that  where 
the  personal  relations  of  the  Representative  and  the  Executive 
are  such  as  to  prohibit  official  intercourse  between  them,  that  no 
good  can  be  accomplished  b}r  his  stay,  and  the  purpose  and  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  mission  is  at  an  end;  hence,  the  fact  stated  by  the 
Grand  Zerubbabel  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  that  no  charges 
had  been  preferred  against  their  Representative  did  not  make  the 
request  of  our  Grand  High  Priest  an  extraordinary  one,  so  as  to. 
take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  rule  requiring  him  to  ex¬ 
ercise  the  prerogative  of  his  office,  which  he  admits  he  has,  to  im¬ 
mediately  recall  his  Representative. 

“  In  conclusion,  your  committee  are  frank  to  say  that  they  find 
no  precedent  in  the  history  of  Capitular  Masonry  to  enlighten  or 
aid  them  in  their  deliberations  on  this  subject ;  but  the}''  believe 
that  the  system  of  accrediting  representatives  to  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies  has  taken  its  rise  from  the  custom  among  civilized  nations 
from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  the 
universal  custom  which  governs  nations  in  their  intercourse  with 
each  other  should  not  be  applied  to  Masonic  Grand  Bodies,  so  far 
as  the  cases  are  analogous,  and  we  are  unable  to  see  that  in  the 
case  before  us  the  analogy  is  not  complete. 

“Your  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  Grand 
Zerubbabel  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  in  refusing  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  prerogative  of  his  office  in  cancelling  the  commission  of 
their  Representative  upon  the  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  letter  under 
date  of  November  26th,  1873,  and  especially  after  the  Grand  Body 
over  whom  he  presided  had  adopted  a  resolution  recommending 
that  it  be  done,  did  not  treat  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  with  that  respect  and  consideration  due  from  one  Grand 
Masonic  Body  to  another.” 

Companion  Edwin  B.  MacGrotty  furnishes  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
three  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  not  among  the  number. 

In  the  review  of  Canada,  we  find  the  correspondence  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Grand  Representative  Companion  Mason.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  to  whom  was  referred  the 
matter,  made  a  report  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
requesting  the  Grand  Zerubbabel,  if  it  should  become  necessaiy, 
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to  withdraw  the  credentials.  A  considerable  amount  of  correspond¬ 
ence  passed  between  the  two  Grand  Chapters,  yet  the  Grand  Ze- 
rubbabel  has  not  withdrawn  or  cancelled  the  credentials  of  Com¬ 
panion  Mason,  nor  has  he  asked  him  to  resign,  and  thereby  end  the 
matter.  Companion  Mason  while  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
a  few  years  ago,  did  not  review  in  a  Masonic  or  gentlemanly  man¬ 
ner  the  proceedings  of  several  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  and  he  was 
taken  to  task  about  it,  and  a  subsequent  committee  of  his  Grand 
Chapter  was  forced  in  common  decency  to  apologize  for  the  words 
of  Companion  Mason.  This  may  have  something  to  do  with  the 
present  case.  With  us  in  Pennsylvania,  we  require  that  the  Rep¬ 
resentative  must  be  a  member  of  either  one  of  the  Grand  Bodies 
making  the  exchange.  Companion  Mason  is  a  member  of  neither 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  or  of  Canada.  The 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  through  its  Grand  High 
Priest,  has  the  right  to  request  the  withdrawal  of  the  credentials 
of  any  Representative,  and  we  feel  sure  that  if  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  made  the  same  request  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  latter, 
without  one  moment’s  hesitation,  would  have  acceded  to  the  re¬ 
quest  without  consulting  with  any  one.  The  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  wants  to  do  what  is  right,  and  requests  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  withdraw  the  credentials,  but  the  Grand  Zerubbabel  says 
no,  because  Companion  Mason  was  appointed  by7  his  predecessor’s 
predecessor.  Thus  the  fight  proceeds,  and  Companion  Mason  does 
not  die  nor  resign.  It  must  be  very'  agreeable  to  him. 

We  hope  the  matter  will  be  soon  settled  harmoniously.  As  it 
is,  there  is  not  the  most  pleasant  feeling  existing  between  the  two 
Grand  Chapters. 

Companion  MacGrotty’s  report  covers  one  hundred  pages,  and 
is  most  interesting. 

8  Chapters  with  a  membership  of  1103,  of  which  64  were  ex¬ 
alted  during  1875. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  George  B.  Clarke,  415  Sixth  Street, 
S.  W.,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  L.  G.  Stephens,  1421  Fifth  Street, 
N.  W.,  Washington,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  Edwin  B.  MacGrotty,  1214  Massachusetts  Avenue, 
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N.  W.,  Washington,  Chairman  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence. 


GEORGIA. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Georgia  was  held  in  Macon,  April  26th,  1876. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  Most  Excellent  Companion 
Luther  J.  Glenn,  Grand  High  Priest.  Forty-four  Chapters  rep¬ 
resented. 

From  the  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  we  quote 
the  following  decisions  : 

“  1st.  That  a  non-affiliated  Blue  Lodge  Mason  can  hold  his 
membership  in  the  Chapter ;  in  other  words,  that  a  demit  from  a 
Blue  Lodge  does  not  sever  connection  with  the  Chapter. 

u  2d.  That  a  Chapter  cannot  entertain  the  petition  of  a  minister 
of  the  gospel  for  the  degrees  unaccompanied  with  the  usual  fees; 
but  after  the  reception  of  the  degrees  the  Chapter  can  make  him 
any  such  donation  as  in  its  wisdom  may  be  deemed  proper.” 

The  latter  is  decidedly  irregular  ;  the  Grand  Chapter  and  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapter  prescribe  the  fees  for  conferring  the  degrees,  the 
pa}^ment  of  which  is  required  from  all ,  and  to  remit  or  make  a 
donation  of  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  violation  of  that  By-law.  Then  again  it  makes  a  distinc¬ 
tion  which  should  not  be  tolerated.  A  minister  of  the  gospel  is 
no  better  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  than  the  humblest  mechanic.  The 
remitting  of  dues  and  fees  except  in  the  clearest  cases  of  charity 
is  wrong.  The  Grand  Chapter  however  confirmed  both  of  the 
decisions. 

The  labors  of  the  Convocation  were  interrupted  by  the  cere¬ 
monies  held  in  conformity  to  that  beautiful  custom  of  what  is 
known  here  as  Decoration  Day,  called  by  them  Memorial  Da\q 
the  Grand  Chapter  attending  the  ceremonies  in  a  body,  yet  dis¬ 
playing  none  of  the  insignia  of  Masonry. 

We  cannot  understand  the  following: 

u  Resolved ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  each 
Subordinate  Chapter  to  record  the  proceedings  of  each  meeting 
of  said  Chapter  in  the  minute-book  of  the  same,  and  that  the 
High  Priest  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  read  and  confirmed  imme- 
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diately  after  the  opening  of  the  same  at  each  regular  meeting 
thereof,  and  that  all  rules  and  edicts  in  conflict  with  this  resolution 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed.” 

• 

This  resolution  was  lost.  In  all  candor  we  would  ask  how  the 
minutes  and  records  of  the  Chapters  in  Georgia  are  kept? 

A  distinguished  visitor  was  present  at  this  Convocation,  no  less 
a  person  than  Companion  Charles  S.  Stratton,  of  Jerusalem  Chap¬ 
ter,  Ko.  13,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  better  known  to  the  world 
as  General  Tom  Thumb.  He  was  introduced  by  a  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest.  Would  as 
much  be  done  for  any  other  member  of  the  same  Chapter,  or  was 
it  merely  for  the  novelty  of  the  thing? 

Companion  Samuel  Lawrence  furnishes  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand 
Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for  1874  among  the  number.  The  report 
covers  fiftr-five  pages. 

Quoting  the  following  from  the  opening  of  Companion  Kelly’s 
report  of  1874, 

u  The  subjects  treated  of  to  consist  largely  of  4  stricken  from 
the  rolls  ’  for  non-payment  of  dues,  with  opinions  differing  as 
widety  as  day  from  night,  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  it,  with¬ 
out  an}r  one  making  particular  headwa}7.  Each  reporter  files  into 
line,  gives  his  experience,  his  argument,  and  his  conviction,  and 
there  the  subject  seems  to  rest ;  no  conversions,  no  difference 
from  the  old  wray ;  it  seems  to  travel  its  rounds  with  the  regu¬ 
larity  of  the  sun,  and  each  keeps  as  true  to  his  position  as  that 
luminary  (Hornor  might  sa}r,  with  very  many  clouds  in  some  of 
us),  but  we  make  no  progress,  and  the  end  finds  us  where  we 
were  at  the  beginning.” 

Companion  Lawrence  says : 

“  To  our  judgment  the  argument  as  to  the  effect  of  dropping, 
or  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  largely  preponderant  in 
favor  of  deprivation  of  membership  only.  We  are  too  confirmed 
a  States  rights  man  to  wish  to  abridge  the  power  of  any  Grand 
Chapter  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  its  members  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues,  whether  by  dropping,  exclusion,  or  suspension,  or 
even  expulsion,  if  you  will  call  it  so ,  from  the  Chapter;  but  let 
us  have  some  general  agreement  that  on  the  original  plan  and 
principles  of  Masonry,  it  is  not  a  crime  to  be  poor.  Poverty  de¬ 
prives  of  many,  ah,  too  many,  privileges  and  comforts  at  best ; 
let  us  not  add  to  it  the  mark  of  Cain,  and  send  out  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Companion  a  branded  wanderer  in  a  cold,  too  cold  world.” 
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No,  Companion  Lawrence,  it  is  not  considered  a  crime  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  be  poor.  Where  it  is  made  known  that  the  Com¬ 
panion  or  Brother  could  not,  on  account  of  poverty,  pay  his 
dues,  wre  remit,  wipe  out  entirely  his  debt,  and  donate  a’  sum  of 
money  to  assist  him.  We  do  not  suspend  or  expel  for  poverty ; 
but  when  it  is  a  fact  that  a  Companion-  for  years  has  refused 
or  neglected  to  pay  his  dues,  when  no  attention  is  paid  to  the 
notices  of  the  Secretary,  we  do  not  drop  him  from  the  rolls  and 
permit  him,  when  it  suits  his  pleasure,  to  pay  up  and  regain  all 
his  rights  and  privileges,  which  in  many  cases  is  done  only  for 
some  unworthy  motive.  No,  we  suspend  him ;  sometimes  we  even 
expel  him,  and  make  him  feel  that  we  are  in  earnest;  that  Ma¬ 
sonry  is  not  a  thing  to  play  fast  and  loose  with  according  to  his 
pleasure. 

Companion  Lawrence’s  report  is  one  which  we  have  read  with 
pleasure,  and  wish  for  more  of  it. 

Companion  Lawrence,  as  your  step  quickens  adown  the  slope  of 
3^ears,  the  world’s  outlook  will  only  grow  darker  to  grow  brighter. 
After  the  storm  the  bow  of  promise  appears ;  the  vails  only  hide 
temporarily  the  glories  of  the  holy  place. 

57  Chapters  exalted  129  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons;  total 

♦ 

membership,  1869. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Luther  J.  Glenn,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Right  Excellent  Companion  J.  Emmett  Blackshear,  Macon, 
Ga.,  Grand  Secretary. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Samuel  Lawrence,  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Correspondence. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Illinois  was  held  in  the  new  Chicago  Theatre , 
in  Chicago,  Thursday,  October  28th,  1875. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  William  A.  J.  Delancey,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding. 

134  Chapters  represented. 

The  place  of  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  a  novel  one, 
and  as  we  must  take  the  proceedings  as  they  were  printed,  we 
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must  believe  that  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample 
form,  with  prayer  b}'  the  Grand  Chaplain.  We  have  always  been 
taught  that  Masons  could  only  meet  in  closel}T-tiled  places. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  annual  address,  which  as 
in  all  jurisdictions  except  Pennsylvania,  is  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  report  to  the  Grand  Chapter  their  approval  or  disap¬ 
proval  of  the  acts  and  decisions  of  the  Grand  Higli  Priest. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  of  local  interest. 

Companion  James  H.  Miles  furnishes  the  report  on  Masonic 

Correspondence,  covering  fifty-one  pages.  Pennsylvania  for  1874 

among  the  number  receives  the  following  notice : 

©  © 

v 

“All  but  Past  High  Priests  having  retired,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer  installed  Companion  Andrew 
Robeno,  Jr.,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year.  We  Suckers  didn’t  do  it 
thus.” 

The  Proceedings  speak  the  truth.  We  invariably  install  our 
Grand  High  Priest  in  the  presence  of  those  only  who  have  received 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  the  same  as  our  Grand  Master  and 
Deputy  Grand  Master  are  installed  in  Grand  Lodge  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Past  Masters. 

151  Chapters  exalted  902  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  ;  total 
membership,  9852. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Haswell  C.  Clark,  of  Kankakee, 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  James  H.  Miles,  49  South  May 
Street,  Chicago,  Grand  Secretary;  also  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Masonic  Correspondence. 

INDIANA. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Indiana  assembled  in  Grand 
Masonic  Hall,  Indianapolis,  on  October  18th,  1876.  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  Lucien  A.  Foote,  Grand  High  Priest,  opened  the 
Grand  Chapter ;  there  being  present  seventy-four  out  of  eighty- 
nine  Chapters. 

We  notice  a  difference  here  from  our  working.  We  quote: 

u  A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened  in  ample  form, 
when,  it  appearing  that  a  constitutional  number  of  subordinate 
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Chapters  were  duly  represented,  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  declared  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Indiana  duly  opened 
for  the  dispatch  of  business.” 

Our  Grand  High  Priest  opens  the  Grand  Chapter  at  once.  Why 
a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  is  opened  first,  and  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  afterward,  we  cannot  understand. 

A  majority  and  minority  report  was  presented  on  the  following  : 

u  Rule  204.  A  Companion  who  has  been  suspended  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues  shall,  upon  the  payment  of  said  dues,  and  a 
majority  vote  of  his  Chapter,  at  any  stated  convocation,  be  re¬ 
stored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  membership  in  his 
Chapter.” 

The  minority  was  successful,  and  the  rule  was  adopted,  which 
means  that  any  number  of  Companions  can  refuse  to  pay  their 
dues,  allow  themselves  to  be  suspended,  and  when  it  suits  them 
(it  may  be  after  many  years),  they  pay  their  indebtedness  at  time 
of  suspension,  and,  by  a  majority  vote,  gain  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  those  who  have  been  paying  their  dues,  supporting 
the  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  years  these  indifferent 
Companions  were  under  suspension. 

The  majority  report  says  truly,  “  We  can  no  longer  4  meet  upon 
the  level’  if  so  radical  a  change  is  to  be  made  in  the  rule  of 
admission.” 

Companion  William  Austin  presented  the  Annual  Capitular 
Review ,  Pennsylvania  for  1875  among  the  number.  Speaking 
of  the  absence  from  our  Proceedings  of  the  eulogies  on  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  Reed,  Simpson,  and  Grand  King  Pattison, 
he  says,  44  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  these  eulogies,  from  the 
pens  of  such  distinguished  Masonic  scholars,  have  not  been  pre¬ 
served  in  the  Proceedings.  They  deserve  a  place  on  record  as 
fitting  tributes  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  an  honor  to 
the  writers.” 

We  would  say  to  Companion  Austin  that  these  eulogies  were 
printed  in  pamphlet  form  and  distributed.  If  he  has  not  received 
his  cop}^,  let  him  write  to  us  and  we  will  forward. 

He  gives  us  the  benefit  of  the  following : 

44  Companion  George  E.  Wagner  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  ‘all  but  Past  High  Priests  having  retired,  he  was  duly  in- 


t 


59 


stalled  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  ensuing  Masonic 
year,  proclaimed  as  such,  and  received  the  customaiy  honors. 
Those  who  retired  were  then  readmitted,’  etc.,  etc. 

“With  New  York’s  degrees  for  Grand  Master,  Pennsylvania’s 
for  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Illinois’s  for  Most  Puissant,  we  are  cer¬ 
tainly  improving  in  Masonry.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the 
next  Centennial  comes  off  in  the  city  which  got  out  the  first  of 
everything  except  Noah’s  ark,  there  may  be  a  column  reserved  lor 
Masonic  Degrees,  open  to  all  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  pass 
through  all  the  red  tape  required  of  visitors .” 

If  Companion  Austin  will  read  his  own  quotations  he  will  find 
that  we  have  no  Grand  High  PriesVs  Degree.  Our  skirts  are  clear 
of  any  improving  of  Masonry.  We  try  to  keep  as  near  the  ancient 
regulations,  etc.,  as  possible.  The  improving  is  on  the  other  side. 
As  Companion  Austin  acknowledges  Philadelphia  “got  out  the 
first  of  everything,”  we  must  have  the  Simon  pure  here.  We 
do  not  understand  the  latter  part  of  his  remarks,  the  words  in 
Italics.  We  have  no  red  tape  here. 

Again,  in  referring  to  the  following  from  Companion  Kelly’s 
report : 

“The  following  is  from  his  review  of  Connecticut,  and  is  in¬ 
serted  in  the  hope  that  it  may  do  some  of  us  good  at  home,  which, 
we  fear,  we  sadly  need  : 

“  4  We  have,  in  the  course  of  our  experience,  seen  visitors  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  Chapter  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suggest  the  pro¬ 
prietorship  on  their  part  of  some  contagious  disease,  which  ren¬ 
dered  it  dangerous  to  approach  them.  They  were  ushered  in 
without  welcome,  and  allowed  to  depart  without  recognition.  Such 
a  visit  could  certainly  afford  no  pleasure  to  the  visitor,  who  should, 
after  he  has  proved  himself  worthy,  be  received  and  welcomed, 
not  as  a  stranger,  but  as  a  member  of  our  common  brotherhood, 
and  made  to  feel  that  he  is  among  those  who  feel  an  interest  in 
him  as  such,  and  who  desire  to  make  his  sojourn  among  them  as 
pleasant  and  agreeable  as  possible.’ 

44  The  idea  of  visiting  brethren  4  having  some  contagious  dis- 
ease,’  is  a  good  parallel,  and  we  think  Companion  Kelly’s  remarks 
nbout  doing  4  some  of  us  good,’  are  very  suggestive.  We  have  in 
mind  an  Indiana  Mason  who,  during  the  Centennial,  attempted 
to  visit  a  Grand  Temple  where  a  Masonic  body  was  in  session, 
and  if  he  had  had  forty  contagious  diseases  he  could  not  have 
been  more  shunned  by  Guard  and  members.” 

During  this  entire  year  we  have  heard  complaints  of  visitors 
being  treated  in  an  unmasonic  manner  in  this  city.  We  were  eye- 
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witness  of  an  occurrence  at  the  door  of  a  Chapter  meeting  in  our 
beautiful  temple,  in  which  a  Companion  from  a  neighboring  State  ' 
demanded,  in  a  rude  manner,  that  he  should  be  forthwith  exam¬ 
ined.  Nothing  could  appease  his  anger  at  the  necessary  delay  in 
attending  to  him,  and  when  at  last  he  was  requested  to  enter  the 
examination-room  he  was  unable  to  prove  himself  to  be  of  the 
u  true  tribe,”  and  was  forced  to  retire.  No  doubt  he  was  shunned 
as  if  he  had  forty  contagious  diseases.  On  this  same  evening  there 
were  twenty  applicants  for  examination  to  visit  to  this  one  Chap¬ 
ter  ;  and  any  one  having  the  smallest  amount  of  common  sense, 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  Lectures  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  can 
calculate  how  long  it  would  take  to  examine  this  number  of  visit¬ 
ors.  Yet  those  who  came  late,  and  were  obliged  to  wait  or  retire, 
were  unreasonably  indignant. 

We  have  no  apology  to  make  for  our  Companions  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  They  did  the  best  they  could. 

The  entire  report  is  excellent,  and  covers  103  pages. 

89  Chapters  exalted  420  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons. 
Total  membership  4918. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Reuben  Peden,  of  Knightstown, 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Right  Excellent  Companion  John  M.  Bramwell,  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Grand  Secretary. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  William  Hacker,  of  Shelby ville, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

IOWA. 

A  fine  steel-plate  engraving  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  Rob¬ 
ert  F.  Bower,  Grand  High  Priest,  graces  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Iowa,  held  at  Keokuk,  October  21st,  1875,  which  was  opened  by 
Companion  Grand  High  Priest  Bower,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
Grand  Officers  and  the  Representatives  of  forty-eight  Chapters. 

The  address  recites  the  acts  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  his 
decisions. 

We  notice  that  the  Grand  Chapter,  under  escort  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  of  Beauseant  Commandery,  No.  5,  of  Quincy,  Ill., 
and  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  5,  of  Keokuk,  proceeded  to  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  where  the  Grand  Officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  presence  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Companions  and 
Sir  Knights.  After  which  an  eloquent  address  wasT delivered  by 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Parvin. 

The  following  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  : 

u Resolved ,  That  the  High  Priest  of  each  subordinate  Chapter 
in  this  State  be,  and  is  hereby  required,  within  three  months,  to 
summon  each  of  the  members  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
his  Chapter,  who  has  not  selected  and  recorded  his  mark,  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  next  regular  convocation  of  his  Chapter  and  make 
such  selection ;  and  any  Companion  failing  to  do  so,  shall  be  sus¬ 
pended  until  he  shall  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  or  give  a  good  reason  for  not  doing  so.” 

Companion  E.  A.  Guilbert,  M.  Eh,  reports  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence,  reviewing  thirty-one  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania 
for  1874  among  the  number.  He  complains  of  the  reprehensible 
error  of  our  not  furnishing  the  statistics  of  our  Chapters  in  the 
Proceedings.  He  says  that,  except  for  Companion  Kelly’s  Re¬ 
port  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  our  Proceedings  were  not  worth 
the  cost  of  binding,  etc.,  etc.  He  also  notices,  “that  pending  the 
installation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  4  all  but  Past  High  Priests 
were  requested  to  retire,’  and  asks  what  is  the  meaning  of  such 
an  unheard-of  act?”  and  settles  the  matter  b}~  saying,  44  it  is  a 
question  with  me  whether  or  not  such  an  installation,  done  by  only 
a  portion  of  the  legitimate  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  was 
lawful.”  Regarding  the  44  unheard-of  act,”  we  would  merely  say, 
it  is  the  custom  of  our  country,  and  has  been  for  over  a  half 
century — an  ancient  custom  honored  in  the  observance.  There  is 
not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  or  question  but  that  the  act  is  lawful. 

Just  as  we  are  finishing  1875,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Des  Moines  on  October  3d, 
1876,  reached  us. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  Companion 
Horace  S.  Winslow,  Grand  High  Priest,  forty-two  of  the  seven t}’- 
eight  Chapters  represented. 

We  can  readily  understand  why  Companion  Guilbert  complains 
that  we  have  so  little  to  do,  and  how  his  Grand  Chapter  has  so 
much.  We  have  found  that  many  presiding  Grand  Officers  de¬ 
sire  to  make  &  point  in  their  administration  ;  but  why  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Iowa  wants  to  have  spurious  Royal  Arch  Masons 
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recognized,  we  cannot  understand.  We  give  his  words,  as  taken 
from  the  Address : 

COLORED  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS. 

“  Through  the  public  press  we  are  informed  that  quite  recently 
a  Chapter  of  Colored  Royal  Arch  Masons  has  been  organized 
within  this  grand  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  is  said  others  are  soon  to 
follow.  This,  as  it  seems  to  me,  suggests  the  ‘coming’  question 
— one  of  practical  moment — one  that  ought  to  be  met  at  once, 
fairly,  divested  of  all  prejudice,  and  in  that  spirit  of  Masonic 
fraternity  which  recognizes  the  brotherhood  of  man  the  world 
over.  While  perhaps  the  initiatory  move  in  this  direction  must 
come  from  the  Blue  Lodge,  for  myself  I  can  see  no  good  reason, 
indeed,  it  is  almost  criminal  to  delay  much  longer  the  recognition 
and  refuse  the  brotherly  grip  accorded  to  all  other  nations  and 
peoples.  Without  an  attempt  to  lay  down  any  plan,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  would  solve  the  difficulties  which  surround  the  mat¬ 
ter,  I  earnestly  urge  upon  you  that  you  give  the  subject  your 
careful  thought,  trusting  that  it  will  speedily  lead  to  such  con¬ 
clusions  and  the  adoption  of  such  a  line  of  action  as  shall  render 
justice  to  those  who  are  now  the  subjects  of  an  unjust  and  inde¬ 
fensible  rule.” 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Grand  High  Priest’s 
Address,  reported  on  the  above: 

“  Colored  Royal  Arch  Masons. — Masonic  laws  are  the  creatures 
of  men  and  times  and  circumstances ;  Masonic  principles  are  the 
sublimation  of  the  truth  and  the  right  which  have  been  evolved 
from  the  conflicts  of  the  ages.  If  men  have  made  laws  excluding 
from  the  councils  of  Masonry  other  men  of  different  race  or  color, 
it  were  time  to  repeal  them  and  bury  them  in  darkness.  Else  let 
us  tear  down  the  pillars  of  strength  and  establishment,  and  blot 
out  the  celestial  and  terrestrial  bodies  delineated  thereon,  and 
cease  talking  about  the  universal  reign  of  Masonry,  and  the  uni¬ 
versality  of  its  claim  to  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  man. 

“  Your  committee  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  well-chosen 
words  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest.  They  reflect 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  Past  Grand  Master  Campbell  K. 
Peck,  in  his  annual  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  186-.  And 
while  your  committee  may  not  presume  to  pronounce  authori¬ 
tatively,  they  desire  to  declare  emphatically  that  Masons  every¬ 
where  should  at  once  determine  to  do  justice  to  those  who,  as  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  forcibly  states  it,  are  ‘the  sub¬ 
jects  of  an  unjust  and  indefensible  rule.’ 

“  As,  ‘  In  every  nation,  they  that  fear  God  and  work  righteous- 
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ness  are  accepted  of  Him,’  so  in  every  Lodge  and  Chapter  they 
that  do  square  work  and  are  true  to  the  everlasting  principles  of 
the  Order,  must  be  accepted  by  us. 

u  In  accordance  with  these  views,  thus  brief!}"  expressed,  and 
in  order  that  these  Chapters  of  Colored  Masons  shall  be  under 
like  beneficial  control  with  ourselves,  it  is  suggested  that  the  sev¬ 
eral  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  by  delegates,  shall  con¬ 
vene  at  some  suitable  time  and  place,  and  deliberate  upon  this 
subject  alone,  and  reach  some  conclusion  that  may  prove  a  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  question.” 


As  a  comment  on  the  above,  we  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Companions  of  Iowa  to  this  extract  from  the  Report  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence,  by  Companion  W.  H.  H.  Pillsbury  : 

% 

“  The  revered  ancient  High  Priest  Eli,  after  the  Ark  of  God 
had  been  captured,  listened  unmoved  to  the  thrilling  message 
sent  by  the  swift  messenger,  ‘Israel  is  fled  before  the  Philistines, 
and  there  hath  been  also  a  great  slaughter  among  the  people,  and 
thy  two  sons  also,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  are  dead,  and  the  Ark 
of  God  is  taken.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  made  mention  of 
the  Ark  of  God,  that  he  fell  from  off  the  seat  backward  by  the 
side  of  the  gate;  and  his  neck  brake  and  he  died.’  The  good  old 
man  could  not  survive  the  hour  when  through  the  weakness  or 
wickedness  of  his  household  dishonor  had  come  to  the  cause  of 
God.”  (The  italics  are  ours.) 

He  notices  a  spurious  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  which  he  con¬ 
fesses  “  he  is  wholly  unable  to  locate,  and  concludes  it  is  colored 
and  clandestine.” 

We  object  to  the  word  clandestine,  and  would  recommend  spu¬ 
rious.  “Clandestine”  means  “withdrawn  from  public  notice  for 
an  evil  purpose,”  “kept  secret  for  a  sinister  purpose,”  while 
“spurious”  is  defined  as  “not  proceeding  from  the  true  source, 
or  from  the  source  pretended,  not  genuine,  counterfeit,  false, 
illegitimate,  bastard.” 

We  object  to  Companion  Pillsbury  placing  this  spurious  organi¬ 
zation  among  the  regular  Grand  Chapters  of  this  country. 

We  would  also  call  his  attention  to  the  error  in  the  name  of  our 
Grand  Secretary.  Companion  Thomas  R.  Patton  is  not  Grand 
Secretary,  but  Companion  John  Thomson  is,  and  has  been  for 
years,  and  God  grant  may  continue  such  for  many  years  to  come. 
Companion  Patton  is  our  Grand  Treasurer. 
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7 8  Chapters  exalted  396  Most  Excellent  Masters ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  4134. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Horace  S.  Winslow,  Newton,  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  William  B.  Langridge,  Muscatine, 
Excellent  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  J.  M.  Shaffer,  Keokuk,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

KANSAS. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Kansas  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Topeka,  October  19th, 
1875,  Most  Excellent  John  M.  Price,  Grand  High  Priest,  presid¬ 
ing.  Sixteen  Chapters  represented.  Dispensations  had  be.en 
granted  to  six  new  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  decided  “that  it  is  the  moral  and  Ma- 
sonic  duty  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  abstain  from  profun¬ 
dity, ,  gambling,  and  intemperance.  For  the  habitual  and  persis¬ 
tent  practice  of  either  of  these  vices,  especially  after  a  fraternal 
admonition,  a  Companion  can  and  ought  to  be  disciplined  by  his 
Chapter.” 

We  do  not  think  that  profundity  should  be  classed  with  gam¬ 
bling  and  intemperance.  It  may,  however,  be  the  law  in  Kansas. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  one  of  the  Companions 
demanding  that  his  name  be  recorded  as  protesting  against  the 
action  : 

u  Resolved ,  That  to  constitute  a  quorum  or  open  a  Chapter 
there  must  be  present  nine  regular  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that 
number  must  continue  present  in  order  to  lawfully  work  or  trans¬ 
act  any  business.  Five  of  the  number  must  be  members  of  the 
Chapter.” 

With  us  six  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  sufficient  to  open  and  do 
the  work  in  a  Chapter. 

Companion  E.  T.  Carr  presented  the  report  of  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters,  Pennsylvania  for  1874  among  the  number. 

In  regard  to  the  refusal  of  his  Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia,  he  says,  and  we  quote  merely 
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to  let  our  Companions  know  what  one  of  its  constituents  thinks 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States: 

“For  ourselves  we  are  free  to  admit  that  there  are  Royal  Arch 
Masons  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
who  do  not  acknowledge  its  authority,  with  whom  we  would  wil¬ 
lingly  fraternize.  There  are  w’hole  jurisdictions,  too,  within  the 
United  States,  "who  disown  all  allegiance  to  the  ‘  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America,’  who  have  our  highest 
regards  and  hearty  recognition,  and  we  would  be  the  last  to  re¬ 
fuse  them  fellowship.  As  to  the  action  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
toward  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia,  we  have  simply  to 
sa}'  that  in  raising  the  question  as  we  did,  we  did  it  more  to  show 
the  ridiculous  side  of  the  affair  than  for  any  ill  feeling  toward  our 
West  Virginia  Companions;  we  did  not  anticipate  the  result. 
Knowing  as  we  also  did  the  temper  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
on  such  questions,  we  consider  our  action  hast}T  and  inconsiderate, 
and  that  the  question  should  have  been  deferred  until  after  the 
triennial  meeting  at  Nashville.  As  to  that  Grand  Body,  we  must 
say  we  have  never  been  able  to  discover  any  good  reason  for  per¬ 
petuating  it,  or  of  having  a  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  especi¬ 
ally  when  it  is  ‘general’  but  in  name.  If  it  was,  or  could  be, 
what  the  name  implies,  there  would  be  some  hope  of  its  becoming 
useful  by  being  the  instrument  of  giving  us  uniformity  in  the 
work  and  lectures  of  the  Degrees,  a  uniform  Code,  and,  in  fact, 
a  uniformity  of  action  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the  Royal  Art. 
As  it  is,  it  is  powerless  to  enforce  its  own  edicts,  or  too  timid  to 
assert  what  power  it  has,  as  witnessed  b}T  its  very  accommodating 
wa}r  of  dealing  with  all  obstinate  questions.  ‘Anything  for 
peace’  is  its  motto,  so  the  Institution  is  perpetuated,  and  for  the 
reason,  apparently,  that  a  few  aspiring  Companions  may  meet 
together  every  three  years  at  the  expense  of  their  several  Juris¬ 
dictions,  have  a  good  time,  and  the  more  ambitious  of  their  num¬ 
ber  receive  the  honor  of  an  election  to  oflice  in  the  August  and 
Sublime  Body.  ‘  Only  this,  and  nothing  more.’ 

“  Our  Grand  Chapter  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  and  as  a  member  will  remain  a  faithful  subject;  but, 
personally,  we  have  no  use  for  what  is  known  as  the  ‘  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of 
America.’  ” 

And  we  cannot  but  agree  with  Companion  Carr. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  has  always  and  will  always 
keep  out  of  any  entangling  alliances  with  any  General  Grand 
Chapter.  We  cannot  see  howr  those  who  are  now  in  it  can  hon- 
orabl}’  get  out  of  it,  unless  the  General  Grand  Chapter  gives  them 
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permission  or  it  dissolves  itself,  and  when  that  once  happens  it  can 
never  be  reorganized. 

29  Chapters  exalted  128  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons; 
total  membership,  1019. 

Companion  Thomas  J.  Anderson,  Topeka,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Erasmus  T.  Carr,  Leavenworth,  Grand  Secretary 
and  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence . 

KENTUCKY. 

The  Sixtieth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Kentucky  was  held  in  Louisville,  October  18th,  1875,  and  wras 
opened  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Joseph  P.  Foree,  Grand 
High  Priest.  Twenty-five  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  the  death,  full  of  years  and 
honors,  of  Companion  John  M.  S.  McCorkle,  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  who  died  March  5th,  1875. 

An  historiographer  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  compend  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  from  organization  down  to  the 
year  1875,  to  be  published  at  the  next  session. 

Companion  Howard  Andrew  Millet  Henderson  (we  write  Com¬ 
panion  Henderson’s  name  in  full  for  the  benefit  of  the  printer ; 
in  his  own  jurisdiction  they  write  him  H.  A.  M.,  for  the  sake  of 
economy)  writes  a  fine  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  for 
which  service  his  Grand  Chapter  presented  him  one  hundred 
dollars. 

We  quote  from  his  report  on  Maine,  and  indorse  it  word  for 
word : 

“  4  The  beautiful  and  impressive  ceremonies  of  the  Royal  Arch 
are  often  marred  by  the  introduction  of  levity  and  mirth  utterly 
inconsistent,  to  my  mind,  with  the  sublime  history  and  principles 
of  Capitular  Masonry. 

44  4  The  lessons  intended  by  the  living  arch  and  the  weary  sojourn 
are  often  reduced  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous ,  and  exalta¬ 
tion  becomes  a  misnomer  for  degradation.  Such  performances 
are  not  onty  unmasonic ,  but  uncomely  (I  had  almost  said  un¬ 
couth),  in  Companions  and  towards  candidates.  They  are  far 
beneath  rational  amusement.  Overseers,  rtject  all  such  unseemly 
stones.  Clear  away  such  rubbish  from  your  temples,  ye  who  love 
the  true  and  the  beautiful.  Such  precedents  are  wanting  in  our 
early  annals,  and  should  receive  no  countenance  to-day.  Due  re- 
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flection  on  the  part  of  members  and  official  firmness  in  High 
Priests  will,  I  trust,  remove  this  blemish  from  our  work.’ 

u  We  heartily  indorse  the  above.  In  teaching  the  lesson  of  hu¬ 
mility  a  candidate  should  never  be  reduced  to  the  reptile’s  vile 
crawling.  Man,  of  all  God’s  creatures,  was  made  to  walk  erect, 
and  thus  is  displayed  his  royalty  over  all  animate  being.  To 
‘stoop  low’ it  is  not  necessary  to  degrade.  Every  High  Priest 
should  be  careful  and  swift  to  rebuke  any  attempt  to  trifle  with  a 
candidate.  There  is  a  mock  kind  of  humility  which  is  as  much 
to  be  reprobated  as  the  most  pharisaical  haughtiness.  However 
humble  a  man  should  be  before  his  God  he  should  have  enough 
self-respect  to  enable  him  to  carry  his  head  erect  along  the  path¬ 
ways  of  life,  never  bowing  it  except  in  those  gentle  courtesies 
which  characterize  the  finest  social  amenities.  We  have  seen 
some  practices,  in  the  abuse  of  Masonry,  that  were  as  disgusting  as 
the  blasphemy  of  administering  baptism  to  a  dog,  and  as  ill  be¬ 
fitting  our  solemn  rites  as  would  be  the  performance  of  a  mounte¬ 
bank  in  the  sacred  desk.  Where  natures  have  obtruded  them¬ 
selves  so  lost  to  the  refinements  of  ceremonials  as  to  be  willing  to 
debase  them  to  the  temporary  discomfort  of  a  candidate,  merely 
to  afford  a  coarse  amusement  to  those  who  participate  in  them, 
they  should  receive  the  withering  frown  of  authority  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  offender  dare  not  repeat  them.” 

We  hold  that  every  candidate  who  successfully  passes  the  or¬ 
deal  of  the  ballot  in  Royal  Arch  Masoniy,  is  a  gentleman,  and 
should  be  treated  as  a  gentleman  in  all  our  ceremonies,  wUich  are 
founded  on  the  teachings  of  the  Great  Light  in  Masonry.  There 
can  be  no  excuse  for  any  other  treatment. 

Speaking  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  appointment  of  Grand  Chap¬ 
lains  by  ourself,  he  says: 

“We  notice  that  he  appointed  fourteen  Grand  Chaplains. 
Some  of  our  Companions  think  it  impossible  for  one  to  do  too 
much  praying.  Upon  this  extravagant  corps  of  Chaplains  the 
Indiana  Committee  remarks:  ‘ This  is  enough  to  make  a  modest 
Hoosier  fear  that  the  Companions  of  Pennsylvania  think  them¬ 
selves  mighty  wicked.’  Well,  will  fourteen  Chaplains  make  them 
any  better?” 

Our  fourteen  Grand  Chaplains  were  appointed  not  because  we 
think  ourselves  “  mighty  wicked,”  but  in  order  that  they  may  pray 
for  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  If  Companion  Henderson  were  within  our  borders, 
we  would  see  that  he  was  appointed  a  Grand  Chaplain,  and  then 
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he  would  experience  the  great  benefit  it  is  to  be  a  Grand  Chaplain 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Further  in  review  he  saj^s: 

“The  number  of  Chapters  is  only  ninety;  but  the  aggregate  of 
members  is  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine,  or  an  average 
of  over  one  hundred  to  the  Chapter.  This,  to  our  mind,  indi¬ 
cates  a  healthier  state  of  things  than  would  double  the  number 
of  Chapters  with  half  the  number  of  members  to  each. 

u  There  were  exalted  during  the  year  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven.  If  these  were  true  and  tried  men,  the  Royal  Craft  is  pros¬ 
perous  in  the  Keystone  State,  which  we  know  to  be  true  by  the 
fact  expressed  in  the  building  of  the  magnificent  temple. 

u  But  we  cannot  forbid  the  thought,  that  if  half  this  money  spent 
in  decorations  of  marble,  sculpturing,  and  frescoing,  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  erecting  and  endowing  a  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Home, 
it  would  have  been  better  invested.  Yet  a  Craft  that  thinks 
enough  of  its  own  residence  to  provide  so  palatial  a  pile,  has  the 
ability  and  emprise  to  compass  the  other  also,  which  we  doubt  not 
will  be  done  at  no  distant  da3T.” 

Yes,  we  have  a  magnificent  temple,  of  which  we  are  justly 
proud,  yet  we  do  not  forget  the  poor.  We  have,  under  the  control 
of  our  Grand  Lodge,  two  of  the  greatest  charities  in  this  country. 
The  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  amounting  to  some  $60,000, 
relieving  the  widows  and  orphans  of  brethren  (who  were  in  good 
standing  at  the  time  of  their  death),  distributing  annually  over 
$3000.  Then  we  have  the  Stephen  Girard  bequest,  amounting  to 
some  $60,000,  distributing  over  $3000  annually  to  worthy  dis¬ 
tressed  brethren.  Again,  we  have  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  Mark 
Lodges,  Chapters,  Councils,  and  Commanderies,  distributing  in 
charity  thousands  of  dollars  annually.  None  worttty  of  aid  are 
turned  away  empty-handed,  and  when  in  the  future  we  do  erect 
our  Masonic  Home,  it  will  be  one  worthy  of  the  name. 

In  his  review  of  Rhode  Island,  speaking  of  the  Past  Master’s 
Decree,  he  hits  the  nail  a  hard  blow  on  the  head. 

“The  Committee  on  Work  animadverts  severely  upon  the  triv¬ 
ial  and  absurd  practices  obtaining  in  some  Lodges  in  conferring 
the  Past  Master’s  Degree.  Those  who  only  see  in  this  a  farce,  in 
which  every  member  is  a  harlequin  or  a  clown,  misapprehend  its 
purpose  in  the  Masonic  system,  and  we  were  gratified  to  read  a 
bold  protest  of  its  abuse.  The  object  is  to  try  the  Brother’s  abil¬ 
ity  to  preside,  his  familiarity  with  Masonic  Jurisprudence  and 
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parliamentary  practice,  and  the  effort  to  mortify*  the  incumbent 
of  the  Oriental  Chair,  by  making  him  feel  that  he  is  president  of  a 
club  of  lunatics  or  fools,  is  wrong,  and  oftentimes,  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  men  who  have  a  dignified  self-respect,  and  a  lofty  esteem 
for  the  proprieties  of  Masonic  conduct,  works  serious  harm.  We 
have  known  instances  where  men,  who  were  unwilling  to  be  made 
the  sport  of  an  hour,  have  become  so  disgusted  with  the  low 
comedy,  sometimes  enacted,  as  to  refuse  to  go  forward.  When 
shall  we  rise  to  a  loftier  apprehension  of  the  true  character  of  our 
work,  and  cease  to  prostitute  some  of  our  finest  teachings,  when 
rightly  promulged,  to  the  most  vulgar  and  repulsive  buffoon  eiy? 
What  is  gained  in  amusement  is  lost  in  improvement,  and  often¬ 
times  the  candidate  passes  the  Chair  with  no  higher  idea  of  the 
Past  Master's  Chair  than  a  Son  of  Malta  obtains  in  going  through 
the  coarse  trivialities  that  characterize  that  low  burlesque  of  se¬ 
cret  societies.  If  our  Grand  Chapter  would  pass  a  strong  resolu¬ 
tion  denunciatory  and  prohibitory  of  these  depraved  practices, 
which  only  find  appreciation  at  the  hands  of  those  who  see  more 
merit  in  the  wit  of  the  painted  clown,  or  the  end  men  of  a  min¬ 
strel  show,  than  in  the  most  dignified  statesmanship  that  could 
adorn  senatorial  halls,  or  the  most  parliamentaiy  proceedings 
that  make  a  speaker’s  hammer  the  emblem  of  an  authority,  to 
which  dignity  delights  to  yield  respect  and  obedience,  it  would 
do  a  thing  that  would  probabl}7  abate,  if  not  arrest  an  evil,  an  in¬ 
novation  which  strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  properties 
upon  which  the  Master’s  Chair  and  prerogatives  rest.” 

106  Chapters  exalted  286  Most  Excellent  Masters.  Total 
membership,  3771,  of  whom  251  are  ministers. 

Companion  James  A.  Beattie,  Louisville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Joseph  H.  Branham,  Louisville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Companion  Bev.  H.  A.  M.  Henderson,  of  Frankfort,  Chair¬ 
man  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

LOUISIAXA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana  was  opened  in  Xew  Orleans, 
February  15th,  1876,  b}T  Most  Excellent  Samuel  J.  Powell,  Grand 
High  Priest.  Twenty-five  Chapters  represented. 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  of  local  interest. 

Xo  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Proceedings;  it  is  to 
be  published  separately. 

29  Chapters  exalted  63  Most  Excellent  Masters.  Total  mem¬ 
bership,  1570.  Among  the  Chapters  which  founded  the  Grand 
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Chapter  of  Louisiana,  we  find  Concorde,  No.  1,  organized  by 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  1811  as  No.  27,  and  attached  to 
Concorde  Lodge,  No.  8. 

Samuel  J.  Powell,  St.  Francisville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  C.  Batchelor,  M.D.,  Lock  Drawer  872,  P.  0.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Grand  Secretary. 

C.  B.  Wheeler,  Bastrop,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Missouri  convened  in  St.  Louis  on  October  5th,  1876,  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Companion  Charles  F.  Leavitt,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
siding.  (We  note  with  regret  the  absence  from  his  post  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  Companion  George  Frank  Gouley,  no  doubt 
caused  by  his  recent  illness.  We  trust  for  his  speedy  recovery 
and  return  to  duty.)  Fifty-five  Chapters  represented. 

Proceedings  are  only  of  local  interest. 

Companion  George  Frank  Gouley,  under  date  of  September 
1st,  1876,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  29  Grand  Chapters,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  not  included.  We  are  sorry  they  did  not  reach  him  in 
time  ;  they  were  mailed,  and  the  fault  is  not  in  our  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary’s  office. 

66  Chapters  exalted  287  Most  Excellent  Masters.  Total  mem¬ 
bership,  3787. 

Companion  Joseph  S.  Browne,  St.  Joseph,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  George  Frank  Gouley,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

MAINE. 

The  Fifty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  was  held  at  Masonic  Hall  in  Portland, 
May  2d,  1876. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Henry  L.  Paine,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding;  thirt}r-three  out  of  thirty-nine  Chapters  being  repre¬ 
sented. 
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The}’  must  have  a  good  time  in  Maine,  for  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  the  Grand  High  Priest  reports  having  installed  the  officers 
of  Chapters  in  public  in  the  presence  of  ladies"  and  friends, 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  members.  After  the  labors  of  the 
evening  were  closed,  refreshment  was  partaken  of  from  amply 
spread  boards,  where  the  social  element  prevailed  in  a  good  de¬ 
gree.  Yerily  it  must  have  been  good  to  be  there. 

Companion  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  in  his  usual  able  manner, 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  41  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for 
1875  included. 

In  reply  to  the  following  remarks  of  Companion  George  F. 
Gouley  in  his  report  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  he  says  : 

“We  are  opposed  to  the  recognition  for  reasons  altogether  dif¬ 
ferent  from  those  quoted. 

“In  the  first  place,  the  illustration  given  of  a  Chapter  in,  or 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Xew  York,  recognizing  a  Mark  Master  from 
Philadelphia,  is  not  parallel  at  all.  The  Mark  Lodges  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  are  recognized  and  under  control  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  that  State,  and  that  is  all  Xew  York  wants  to  know.  Suppose, 
however,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  ignored  the 
Mark  Lodges  there,  then  would  Xew  York  admit  them,  even 
though  recognized  by  Iowa,  etc.  ?  Certainly  not.  Such  is  the 
case  with  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England.  She  is  not  recog- 
nized,  but  rather  repudiated,  by  the  Supreme  Chapter  of  that  juris¬ 
diction,  and,  as  such,  is  not  entitled  to  recognition  by  outside 
bodies  in  fraternal  relationship  with  the  Supreme  Body. 

“Again,  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  has  entered  into 
a  tripartite  treaty  with  the  Knights  Templar  and  A.  and  A.  S. 
Rite  of  England,  whereby  a  ‘tribunal’  of  the  three  powers  is 
created,  and  which  sits  as  a  supreme  appellate  court,  which  must 
decide  all  appeals  from  either  body,  and  no  appeal  will  lie  to  the 
Grand  Commandery,  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  the  Supreme  Council 
even  (to  use  American  terms),  from  such  verdict.  Hence,  if  a 
Mark  Master  is  expelled  by  his  Mark  Lodge,  and  it  is  confirmed 
by  this  tribunal,  even  his  Grand  Mark  Lodge  cannot  undo  it. 
Therefore,  if  an  English  Mark  Master  should  come  to  Iowa  to 
reside,  and  should  take  the  remaining  Chapter  degrees,  and  should 
be  expelled  by  his  Mark  Lodge  at  home,  the  Iowa  Chapter  could 
only  hold  Masonic  communication  with  about  two-thirds  of  him  ; 
and,  should  his  Chapter  expel  him,  then  his  Lodge  could  only  hold 
intercourse  with  the  other  third.  Finally,  the  fact  of  the  Grand 
Mark  Lodge  having  stepped  aside  and  outside  of  all  Masonic  regu¬ 
lations  by  entering  into  that  treaty,  has  damned  itself,  and  does 
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not  deserve  recognition  at  the  hands  of  any  regular  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  in  the  world  ;  and  about  the  best  thing  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  did  at  Nashville  was  to  refuse  it.” 

Companion  Drummond  sa}rs  : 

41  His  first  reason  is  wholly  overthrown  by  the  fact  that  the  Su¬ 
preme  Chapter  of  England  does  not  recognize  the  Mark  Degree , 
and,  therefore,  the  action  of  that  Body  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  matter. 

u  His  second  reason  is  ridiculous.  If  a  Mark  Master  is  expelled, 
he  at  once  loses  all  his  rights  in  the  higher  degrees,  precisely  as 
he  does  if  he  is  expelled  by  the  Blue  Lodge.  As  to  the  tripartite 
treaty,  every  Sovereign  Body  has  the  right  to  enter  into  any  such 
arrangements  with  other  Masonic  Bodies  as  it  pleases,  not  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  Masonic  law,  and  it  is  none  of  Companion  Gouley’s 
business,  or  that  of  anybody  else.  If  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge 
of  England  is  a  regular  Masonic  body,  it  is  entitled  to  recog¬ 
nition  as  the  supreme  authority  in  England  over  the  Mark  De¬ 
gree,  inasmuch  as  the  Supreme  Chapter  refuses  to  adopt  or 
recognize  that  degree.” 

Companion  Drummond  asks  what  is  the  difference  between 
our  suspension  and  expulsion ,  we  would  repty, — a  Companion  sus¬ 
pended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  can  on  payment  of  the  amount 
due,  b}f  a  majority  vote  of  his  Chapter,  be  restored  to  good  Ma¬ 
sonic  standing  as  a  Ro3Tal  Arch  Mason,  that  is,  he  becomes  an  un¬ 
affiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason  ;  and  can  then  apply  for  membership 
wherever  he  pleases.  One  who  has  been  expelled  (or  suspended 
for  unmasonic  conduct)  can  only  be  restored  to  good  Masonic 
standing  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  upon  petition  of  the  Chapter 
which  expelled  him. 

Again,  in  reply  we  would  say,  in  Passing  the  Chair  b}r  Dispen¬ 
sation  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  in  the  Blue  Lodge, 
the  candidate  is  actually  elected  viva  voce  to  serve  as  Master  for 
the  time  being.  He  is  just  as  much  elected  as  the  Chapter  Lodges 
of  Maine  elect  their  Past  Masters  under  Chapter  warrant. 

Henry  L.  Paine,  Portland,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Ira  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 

Josiah  H.  Drummond,  Portland,  Chairman  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence. 
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MARYLAND. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland 
was  held  in  Baltimore,  November  8th,  1875.  The  Grand  Chapter 
was  opened  Companion  James  W.  Bowers,  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest.  Ten  Chapters  represented.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  announced  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
Companions  John  X.  McJilton  and  John  L  Yeates,  both  old  and 
active  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  reports  the  same 
inactivity  in  the  Chapters  throughout  the  jurisdiction  as  had 
prevailed  for  the  preceding  year. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  compelling  Chapters  to  confer  the  so- 
called  Past  Master’s  Degree  a  second  time  upon  a  candidate  who 
had  received  it  in  a  Blue  Lodge  by  election.  No  doubt  in 
time  this  Past  Master’s  Degree  will  be  so  modified  or  changed  as 

o  o 

to  be  unrecognizable.  This  will  be  the  result  from  the  degree 
being  worked  or  controlled  by  a  body  which  has  no  just  right  or 
claim  to  it.  It  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  there  it  should 
remain. 

Nothing  further  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  Hermon  L.  Emmons,  Jr.,  presented  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
eight  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for  1874  among  the  number. 

11  Chapters  exalted  73  Most  Excellent  Masters.  Total  mem¬ 
bership,  1251. 

Hermon  L.  Emmons,  Jr.,  Baltimore,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  A.  Wentz,  Baltimore,  Grand  Secretary. 

Edward  T.  Schultz,  Baltimore,  Chairman  of  Correspondence. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  }’ear  1875, 
held  the  following  Convocations,  viz.,  March  9th,  June  8th,  Sep¬ 
tember  7th,  October  12th,  December  7th,  December  28th. 

As  usual,  the  Proceedings  are  prepared  with  much  taste,  and 
present  a  beautiful  appearance. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  John  W.  Dadmun,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presided  at  all  the  meetings. 

At  the  meeting,  March  9th,  thirty-two  Chapters  were  repre- 
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sented.  Two  hundred  dollars  were  appropriated  towards  printing 
the  early  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  following  resolution  in  regard  to  the  qualification  of  Repre¬ 
sentative  is  correct,  and  is  the  usage  in  Pennsylvania: 

u Resolved ,  That  in  adopting  the  system  of  representation  this 
Grand  Chapter  will  adhere  to  the  rule,  not  to  appoint  or  receive 
any  Companion  as  Representative,  unless  he  shall  have  attained 
the  rank  of  High  Priest,  or  is  a  member  of  his  respective  Grand 
Chapter.” 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Alfred  F.  Chapman  delivered  a 
eulogy  on  Companion  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes,  born  June  18th, 
1834,  died  February  16th,  1875. 

At  the  June  meeting  twenty-one  Chapters  represented.  Com¬ 
panion  Chapman  delivered  a  eulogy  on  Companion  Thomas  Wa¬ 
terman,  born  September  14th,  1791,  died  February  27th,  1875, 
sixty-two  years  and  four  months  a  Mason,  and  for  thirty  consecu¬ 
tive  years  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

At  the  September  meeting  there  was  presented  a  memorial  of 
that  perfect  gentleman  and  Mason,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
Winslow  Lewis,  M.D. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation,  held  December  7th,  forty-two 
Chapters  were  represented.  There  was  an  exemplification  of  the 
work  and  lectures  of  the  several  degrees  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
by  the  Grand  Lecturers.  The  hall  was  crowded  during  the  day 
with  interested  Companions. 

It  is  an  excellent  idea,  the  exemplification  of  the  work  by  those 
whose  business  it  is  to  teach  it. 

Companion  Alfred  F.  Chapman  writes  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  He  reviews  in  a  complete  and  comprehensive 
manner  the  proceedings  of  39  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for 
1874  among  the  number. 

In  the  review  of  Pennsylvania,  speaking  of  complaints  of  want 
of  courtesy  by  Companions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Companion 
Kelly’s  rebuke  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  he  says: 

“LTnder  the  head,  Iowa,  a  tilt  is  had  with  Companion  Lan- 
gridge,  but,  as  no  harm  was  intended,  we  quote  just  enough  to 
show  that  both  condemn  a  neglect  that,  possibly,  is  not  confined 
to  any  particular  locality  : 

“  ‘Next,  as  to  the  reflection  of  “scant  courtesy”  on  the  part  of  our 
Grand  Officials,  we  certainly  think  Companion  Langridge  is  laboring  under 
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a  mistake,  and,  unless  an  actual  offence  is  reported,  we  shall  claim  that  our 
position  is  correct,  for,  during  the  ten  years  we  have  keen  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  we  know  of  no  instance  of  a  Grand  Officer 
being  elected  whose  reputation  for  kindness  and  courtesy  can  be  in  the 
slightest  impeached.’ 

• 

“  Allusion  is  made  to  this  subject  again  under  the  head  of 
Maine,  and  Companion  Kelly7  condemns  the  fault  in  a  just  and 
dignified-  manner.  We  have  but  little  desire  to  bring  this  kind 
of  complaint  in  review,  and  only7  do  so  in  the  hope  that  some  good 
may  come  of  it.  We  think  it  a  part  of  a  Mason’s  duty  to  be  so¬ 
cial,  or,  as  we  often  say,  ‘temperate,  affable,  and  discreet,’  and 
this  involves  innumerable  little  acts  which,  if  kindly,  may  add 
much  to  our  comfort  and  pleasure,  or,  if  not,  as  much  increase 
our  cares. 

“  Nine  or  ten  years  ago  we  were  told  by  a  dozen  or  more  Com- 
panions  from  Pennsylvania  that  they  had  heard  that  Boston  was 
a  cold  place  to  come  to,  but,  having  made  themselves  known,  and 
got  a  trifle  acquainted,  they  had  changed  their  minds,  and  did 
not  believe  it.  Observation  has  led  us  to  conclude  that  in  a  large 
assemblage  of  Masons,  gathered  from  many  towns,  cities,  or 
States,  that  even  ‘  Grand  Officials  ’  may7  not  know  who  is,  or  is 
not,  quite  at  home,  and  may7  thus  give  seeming  cause  for  offence. 
Our  own  Masonic  experience  in  Pennsylvania  has  been  so  pleas¬ 
ant,  that  we  feel  sure  no  intentional  slight  was  put  upon  anyT  one. 

“We  fully  believe  in  blood  that  flows  through  the  heart,  and 
warms  the  face,  the  hand,  and  the  tongue  with  welcome.  If  we 
cannot  command  our  time,  we  may  our  words,  and  when  a  Bro¬ 
ther  comes  from  abroad  on  a  Masonic  errand,  we  hate  that  re¬ 
spectability  which  is  so  dignified  that  it  freezes  by7  its  words  and 
signs  of  recognition,  and  would  prefer  to  walk  around  a  hundred 
temples,  or  gaze  at  them  from  afar  off,  than  attempt  to  look  into 
the  eyes  of  such  bloodless  creatures.  Exceptions,  however,  there 
will  be,  even  in  Masonry;  these  may  exist  in  one  State  as  well  as 
in  another,  but  the  general  voice,  when  sounded  through  Masonic 
lungs,  is  as  warm  and  hearty  in  Pennsydvania  as  elsewhere.  We 
want  to  meet  Langridge  next  summer,  and  in  that  Quaker  cityT, 
where  we  know  he  will  not  quake  with  fear.” 

Of  the  Royal  Arch  Burial  Service  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Massachusetts,  he  sayTs: 

“But  Companion  Gouley  quotes  Companion  Corson,  who  say7s, 
among  other  things:  4  We  are  opposed  to  tiie  use  of  any  but  the 
Burial  Service  of  the  Lodge,’  etc. 

“  And  we  say,  which  one  ? 

“  In  C.  W.  Moore’s  New  Masonic  Trestle-board ,  we  find  a 
Service,  ‘Drawn  up  by  Albert  Case, of  South  Carolina,  and  adopted 
by  the  National  Masonic  Convention  in  Baltimore,  May,  1843  ;’ 


76 


another  by  Brother  William  Preston,  whi^h  antedates  Case’s 
forty-five  3- ears,  being  printed  in  It 98,  and  approved  June  25th, 
of  that  };ear,  by  the  Most  Worthy  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  ; 
preceding  this,  and  in  the  same  book,  is  another  beautiful  service, 
having  the  same  approval. 

u  Beautiful  and  appropriate  as  are  these  several  services,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  does  not  seem  to  have  been  satis¬ 
fied  ;  for  we  also  have  in  our  possession  a  pamphlet  copy  of 
another  form  of  Service,  reported  by  Committee  to  that  body  in 
1867.  And  three  years  earlier,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island, 
on  the  Report  of  a  Committee,  adopted  a  4  Masonic  Burial  Ser¬ 
vice,’  of  much  impressiveness  and  beauty. 

44  And  yet  our  Companions  sa}^ :  4  Of  any  but  the  Burial  Service 
of  the  Lodge ;’  though  we  present  you  five,  and  still  later,  we  at¬ 
tended  a  Masonic  funeral,  in  November  last,  where  the  Service 
used  was  a  compound  of  two  or  three  others. 

44  Six  in  this  brief  circle  ;  and  if  other  jurisdictions,  younger  in 
years,  and  equally  steady  in  their  growth,  have  kept  pace  with 
these,  Gouley  and  Corson  will  be  puzzled  to  find  their  particular 
4  Service  of  the  Lodge.’ 

44  No,  my  dear  Companions,  we  ask,  in  homely  phrase,  4  whose 
ox  is  gored  V  It  is  well  known  that  4  Masonic  funerals  are  not  of 
great  antiquity neither  does  any  one  pretend  that  the  4  custom 
is  a  universal  one.’  We  have  the  authority  of  Charles  W.  Moore 
for  saying  that  in  Germany  and  France  it  is  ‘generally  performed 
in  the  Lodge  Room,  and  only  on  particular  occasions,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  death  of  the  Master,  or  a  brother  of  distinction.’  In 
America  it  has  lost  this  exclusiveness,  or,  rather,  surrendered  it 
to  the  American  system,  and  grants  a  request  from  the  humblest 
brother  for  the  performance  of  such  service  when  properly  pre¬ 
sented.  In  short,  there  is  no  such  thing  in  Freemasonry  as  prac¬ 
ticed  on  this  Continent,  at  least,  as  a  monopoly  of  right  to  do 
humane  and  Christian  work,  and  this  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  understands;  hence  she  has  qualified  herself  and  Sub¬ 
ordinates  to  grant  this  last  request — deny  it  or  monopolize  it  you 
who  can — around  the  open  grave  of  one  of  hers  may  gather  the 
members  of  all  grades  in  Masonry,  all  upon  4  the  level,’  and  the 
chosen  service  is  significant  of  that  right  which  makes  men  4  free’ 
to  unite  together  as  a  brotherhood  of  Masons. 

44It  is  this  same  Corson  that  Companion  Gouley  quotes  thus,  in 
referring  to  the  non-receiving  of  Representatives  by  Massachu¬ 
setts  : 

“  ‘  The  skirts  of  her  garments  may  not  be  polluted  by  the  touch  of  any  of 
us  outside  barbarians.’ 

“Yes,  my  boys ;  but  she  now  receives  your  Representatives, 
though  she  much  regrets  that  you  confess  yourselves  ‘barbarians  ;’ 
but  even  in  that  case  she  will  not  let  you  be  unto  her  as  a 
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‘heathen  man  and  a  publican,’  as  witness  her  ‘Burial  Service;’ 
for  whether  you  be  Barbarian  or  Scythian,  Greek  or  Roman,  Jew 
or  Gentile,  and  chance  to  make  your  exit  from  her  soil,  that  can 
in  no  wise  offend  your  departing  spirits,  but  with  the  white  mantle 
of  her  charity  she  will  cover  your  ‘  faults  and  foibles,’  and  having 
welcomed  you  to  touch  ‘  her  garments,’  she  will  lay  }^ou  away  as 
she  does  her  own,  with  a  non-sectarian  Service,  in  peace.” 

67  Chapters  exalted  614  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  8912. 

Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Boston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Zepei.  H.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Boston,  Grand  Secretary. 

John  AY.  Dadmun,  Winthrop,  Chairman  Committee  on  Corre¬ 
spondence. 


MICHIGAN. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Michigan  was  held  in  Detroit,  January  18th  to  19th, 
1876. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  Most  Excellent  John  L. 
Mitchell,  Grand  High  Priest.  Ninety-two  Chapters  were  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  following  decision  was  announced  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest : 

“  Question  :  A  Brother  is  elected  to  receive  the  Chapter  degrees. 
Before  receiving  them,  a  Companion,  icho  ivas  present  at  the  elec¬ 
tion ,  objects.  Does  it  act  the  same  as  a  black  ball  ? 

“Answer:  By  the  action  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  the  objection 
made  after  a  clear  ballot,  is  the  same  as  a  black  ball,  and  the 
candidate  must  be  declared  rejected.  My  own  opinion  is  against 
this  decision,  when  the  Companion  objecting  was  present  at  the 
balloting,  unless  the  objection  is  based  on  facts  arising  or  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  objector  subsequent  to  the  ballot.  After 
passing  the  investigation  of  a  committee  and  the  scrutiny  of  a 
clear  ballot,  the  successful  candidate  is  entitled  to  know  and 
answer,  if  he  can,  the  objections  made.” 

The  candidate  should  know  nothing  of  what  transpires  in  the 
Chapter  of  which  he  is  not  a  member.  AATtli  the  same  justice,  a 
profane,  who  has  been  approved,  after  favorable  ballot,  in  a  Blue 
Lodge,  and  is  objected  to,  could  demand  the  name  of  his  accuser. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wil- 
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liam  P.  Innes,  presents  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Chapters,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1814  among  the  number.  He  thinks  the  report 
of  Companion  Kelly  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  feature  of 
our  Proceedings. 

95  Chapters  exalted  507  Most  Excellent  Masters ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  7255. 

William  Brown,  Battle  Creek,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Bapids,  Grand  Secretary  and 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Minnesota  was  held  in  St.  Paul,  October  10th,  1876,  Companion 
Samuel  J.  Prentiss,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 
Twenty-three  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  is  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  the 
membership  or  affiliation  fee. 

This  is  right.  We  are  of  those  who  believe  that  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  should  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  whatever  Chapter  he 
pleases  without  the  payment  of  any  additional  fee.  It  is  to  the 
advantage  of  a  Chapter  to  gain  members,  and  it  surely  does  not 
cost  a  Chapter  anything  to  have  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  join  it. 

The  suggestion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  presents  a  review  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  thirty  four  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for  1875  in¬ 
cluded. 

31  Chapters  exalted  148  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  1396. 

R.  J.  Marvin,  Hastings,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  St.  Paul,  Right  Excellent  Grand  Secretary 
and  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  John  Y.  Murry,  Grand  High 
Priest,  opened  the  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
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Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  in  Jackson,  on  'January  31st, 
1876.  Sixty  Chapters  were  represented. 

Fifty  Dollars  was  allowed  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  report  be  not  published 
in  the  Proceedings,  except  only  that  portion  referring  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter. 

The  sending  of  postal  cards  giving  publicity  to  the  de¬ 
linquency  of  members  for  dues  was  forbidden. 

81  Chapters  exalted  111  Most  Excellent  Masters ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  2327. 

Harvey  W.  Walter,  Holly  Springs,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  L.  Power,  Jackson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Oliver  Clifton,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence. 

NEBRASKA. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nebraska  was  held  at  Lincoln,  November  6th,  1875. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Charles  F.  Goodman  (whose  steel- 
plate  portrait  embellishes  the  present  Proceedings)  presided  as 
Grand  High  Priest.  Eleven  Chapters  represented. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Ladies  of  the  Eastern 
Star  to  an  entertainment  during  the  evening,  which  was  ac¬ 
cepted.  What  next ! 

14  Chapters  exalted  70  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  609. 

Charles  N.  Goodman,  Omaha,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Jersey  was  held  in  the  room  of  Three-Times-Three  Chapter, 
No.  5,  in  Trenton,  on  September  13th,  1876,  Most  Excellent 
Companion  Frederick  G.  Wiese,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 
Twenty-five  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  the  following  decisions : 

o  o 

“  A  Chapter  having  received  the  petition  of  a  candidate  whose 
residence  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Chapter,  the  petition 
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cannot  be  further  acted  upon  without  the  consent  of  the  Chapter 
having  jurisdiction. 

44  A  Chapter  having  applied  to  another  Chapter,  where  there 
is  concurrent  jurisdiction,  for  permission  to  act  upon  a  petition, 
in  case  of  refusal  the  action  is  final.” 

Both  of  which  are  in  accordance  with  sound  Masonic  Law. 

An  able  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings 
of  36  Grand  Chapters,  is  furnished  by  Companion  Thomas  J. 
Corson,  Pennsylvania  for  1875  among  the  number  reviewed. 

Of  the  Massachusetts  Burial  Service  for  Royal  Arch  Masons 
he  says  truly : 

44  But,  while  we  admit  the  legal  right  of  Masons  of  any  grade 
to  establish  separate  forms  and  ceremonies  in  burying  their  fel¬ 
lows,  we  contend  that  members  of  the  so-called  4  higher  grades  ’ 
commit  a  moral  wrong — a  wrong  to  their  brethren — by  establish¬ 
ing  a  burial  service  which  excludes  any  brother  from  participating 
in  the  exercises  which  are  intended  as  an  expression  of  the  love 
and  honor  in  which  the  deceased  was  held.  Speaking  of  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  Chapter  burial  service,  he  says:  4  We  are 
of  the  opinion  that  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  would  dare  to 
advocate  the  doing  away  with  the  burial  service  of  the  Kn  ight 
Templar.’  Had  he  read  some  of  the  reports  written  by  us  some 
years  ago,  before  he  was  admitted  to  the  reportorial  corps,  he 
would  know  that  there  is  4  one  of  them  ’  who  dared  to  oppose  the 
Templar  burial  service,  for  the  same  reason  that  he  opposes  the 
Chapter  service.  And  had  he  been  with  the  writer  of  this  report 
last  summer  at  the  meeting  of  the  governing  body  in  another  Rite 
in  Masonry,  he  would  have  found  him  opposing  the  proposition 
to  establish  a  distinctive  burial  service  for  members  of  that  Rite, 
and  that  opposition  was  based  upon  the  ground  that  the  Rite  is 
founded  upon  the  degrees  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  and  that  such 
service  would  inflict  wrong  upon  the  members  of  the  Lodge. 
Should  it  come  to  pass,  in  the  wonderful  things  that  happen  in 
this  strange  world,  that  you  should  be  among  those  who  shall 
place  my  body  in  Mother  Earth,  leave  your  Triple  Tau  and 
feathered  chapeau  at  home  ;  bring  your  lambskin  apron  and  white 
gloves  ;  you  know  what  they  S3'mbolize.” 

Of  Pennsylvania  he  says  : 

44  We  have  received  a  neat  pamphlet  containing  an  4  abstract,’ 
and  a  very  brief  abstract,  indeed,  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  at  three  Quarterly  Communications,  as  well  as  of 
the  Annual,  which  took  place  in  December,  1875. 

44  Very  little  can  be  learned  about  this  Grand  Body  from  its 
printed  proceedings,  because  so  little  is  published.  However,  we 
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learn  from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  that  there  are  ninety- 
six  Chapters  and  three  Mark  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  with  a 
membership  of  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty.” 

Again  : 

“ 4  All  but  Past  High  Priests  ’  were  turned  out  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Hoorn  while  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  installed.  Then 
these  poor  fellows,  who  had  been  kept  shivering  out  in  the  dark 
entry,  were  graciously  admitted  and  allowed  to  toast  their  shins 
around  the  stove  while  the  other  Grand  Officers-elect  were  inducted 
into  their  respective  positions.” 

35  Chapters  exalted  229  Most  Excellent  Masters  j  total  mem¬ 
bership,  2718. 

Edward  Goeller,  Newark,  Grand  High  Priest . 

Thomas  J.  Corson,  M.D.,  Trenton,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chair¬ 
man  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  York  was  held  in  Albany,  February  1st,  1876,  and  was 
opened  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Joseph  B.  Chaffee,  Grand 
High  Priest.  One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Chapters  represented. 

As  a  matter  of  information  to  those  who  express  such  an  in¬ 
terest  in  our  conferring  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  we 
would  call  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  York.  While  the  Grand  Chapter  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment,  pursuant  to  a  regulation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  a 
Council  of  High  Priests  was  opened  in  due  form,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  presiding,  when  the  Order  of  Higli  Priesthood  was 
conferred  on  fifty-five  Companions. 

Here  were  the  representatives  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
Chapters  excluded  from  the  Grand  Chapter.  In  the  language  of 
Companion  Corson,  these  poor  fellows  were  kept  shivering  out 
in  the  dark  entry.  And  Companion  Guilbert,  of  Iowa,  questions 
the  legality  of  the  unheard-of  act  of  turning  out  these  legitimate 
members  of  the  Crand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chaplain  delivered  an  address  on  the  captivity  and 
return  of  the  Jews,  for  which  the  Grand  Chapter  paid  him  $200. 

The  Grand  Secretary  is  paid  $2000  for  his  services  during  the 
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year,  and  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  $250  for  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  chairman. 

Companion  D.  A.  Ogden  furnishes  an  able  report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence,  reviewing  thirty-six  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for 
1874  included. 

He  says  of  Pennsylvania  : 

“The  Annual  Communication  of  this  old  and  honorable  Grand 
Body  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  December  28th,  1874,  at  which 
time  the  Grand  High  Priest  presented  his  annual  address.  It  is 
simply  a  business  document,  or  a  resume  of  official  doings,  and 
gives  the  evidence  of  industry  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty ; 
and  from  it  we  gather  the  impression  that  the  Royal  Craft  in  this 
large  jurisdiction  is  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition,  and 
so  may  she  continue  for  long  years  to  come.  Differing  in  some 
respects  with  us  of  New  York,  yet  4  we  be  brethren  and  compan¬ 
ions,’  linked  together  by  the  closest  ties  and  strongest  obliga¬ 
tions. 

“A  very  fine  eulogy  was  pronounced  by  Companion  Meyer,  on 
the  life  and  character  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  C.  Smith, 
deceased. 

“  Twenty  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  were  appointed — enough 
in  all  conscience  to  keep  the  Craft  straight,  and  we  trust  in  or¬ 
derly  working.  It  brings  a  Deputy  close  to  every  body,  and  if 
he  is  bright  and  knows  how  to  work  and  teach,  it  must  keep  the 
whole  State  in  fine  working  order  and  condition ;  we  certainly 
hope  for  such  a  result.” 

The  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  of  Pennsylvania  are 
selected  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  their  knowledge  of  the 
ritual  and  jurisprudence  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  They  perform 
their  duties  cheerfully  and  freely  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  re¬ 
ward.  They  are  not  paid  by  the  Grand  or  Subordinate  Chapters 
for  their  services,  but  are  allowed  their  expenses  for  one  visit 
during  each  year  to  each  Chapter  in  their  District.  This  amount 
is  paid  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  We  do  not  know  of  any  more 
self-sacrificing  bod}7  of  gentlemen  and  Masons  than  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  of  Pennsylvania. 

188  Chapters  exalted  1226  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  18,875. 

Joseph  B.  Chaffee,  Binghamton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  Grand  Secretary. 

Darius  A.  Ogden,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Hampshire  was  held  in  Concord,  May  18th,  1875,  and 
was  opened  Most  Excellent  Companion  William  Barrett,  Grand 
High  Priest,  twelve  Chapters  being  represented. 

Business  transacted  mostly  of  a  local  nature. 

Companion  Nathan  P.  Hunt  furnishes  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-nine  Grand 
Chapters,  among  them  Pennsylvania  for  1874  is  briefly  noticed. 

18  Chapters  exalted  104  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  2091. 

John  D.  Patterson,  Manchester,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  A.  Harris,  Concord,  Grand  Secretary. 

Nathan  P.  Hunt,  Manchester,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina  was  held  in  Charlotte,  June  5th, 
1876  ;  Mosf  Excellent  Companion  Thomas  S.  Kenan,  Grand  King, 
as  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding ;  sixteen  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  King  acting  as  Grand  High  Priest,  announced  the 
death  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Thomas  W.  Dewey, 
who  died  on  August  4th,  1875,  a  few  short  months  after  his  in¬ 
stallation. 

In  reference  to  the  work,  the  Grand  High  Priest  savs: 

44  There  still  exists  in  our  jurisdiction,  a  want  of  uniformity  in 
the  work ;  and  while  4  it  is  impossible  that  from  finite  minds,  and 
finite  lips,  a  uniform  flow  of  anything  should  proceed,’  yet  I  ap¬ 
prehend  that  some  improvement  might  be  made  in  this  direction. 
To  the  end,  therefore,  that  a  remedy  ma}T  be  applied  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  this  evil,  I  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  4  work  as  taught 
b}r  Companion  L.  L.  Stevenson,’  be  adopted  by  this  Grand  Bodyr ; 
so  that  the  character  and  kind  of  work  in  Chapter,  may  conform 
to  that  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  Ancient  Craft  Masonry 
upon  wLich  our  Capitular  sj’stem  rests,  and  without  which  it  can¬ 
not  stand. 

44  But  whatever  our  work  may  be,  let  me  remind  you,  in  the 


84 


language  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Hill,  that  ‘  levity  or  careless¬ 
ness  in  performing  any  part  thereof,  is  destructive  of  the  very 
purpose  intended,  unbecoming  in  the  workmen,  and  an  inexcus¬ 
able  perversion  of  the  most  imposing  and  solemn  symbols  of 
truth.’  ” 

He  calls  attention  to  the  two  Orphan  Asylums  established  in 
North  Carolina  under  Masonic  authority  : 

“  I  beg  leave  most  seriously  and  earnestly  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  fact,  that  our  Orphan  As}rlums  at 
Oxford  and  Asheville  have  not  been  the  recipients  of  the  consid¬ 
eration  from  organized  bodies  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  which  is 
due  to  institutions  so  useful,  so  commendable,  so  deserving. 
They  are  charitable  institutions,  sustained  by  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  from  various  benevolent  societies,  and  numbers  of  our 
good  people.  Most  of  us  belong  to  some  Blue  Lodge,  and  through 
that  medium  share  the  honor  of  contributing  to  their  support.  It 
has  been  the  pleasure  of  some  Companions  to  sever  their  mem¬ 
bership  in  Blue  Lodge ;  and  unless  the}7  make  individual  contri¬ 
butions,  the  Asylums  get  no  assistance  from  them  as  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  I  appeal  to  you,  therefore,  to  make  Capitular  Masonry 
a  practical  and  substantial  benefit  to  the  orphan.” 

The  following  resolution  is  in  accordance  with  Pennsylvania 
usage,  but  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  it  was  re¬ 
ferred,  recommended  “  that  it  do  not  pass,”  “as  it  is  contrary  to 
the  usage  of  the  Craft,  and  against  the  policy  of  our  Order,  as 
evidenced  by  abundant  legislation  and  immemorial  precedent,  to 
require  that  any  one  should  disclose  his  ballot  or  declare  how  he 
voted.” 

u  Resolved ,  That  any  brother,  after  having  been  elected  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  degrees  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  having  been  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  honorary  degree  of  Mark  Master,  and  exhibited 
suitable  proficienc}7,  shall  not  be  debarred  from  receiving  the  re¬ 
maining  degrees  except  where  charges  have  been  preferred.” 

Companion  James  Southgate  reports  on  the  proceedings  of 
twenty-eight  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  not  included. 

22  Chapters  exalted  42  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  915. 

Thomas  S.  Kenan,  Wilson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Donald  W.  Bain,  Raleigh,  Grand  Secretary. 

James  Southgate,  Hillsboro,  Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 
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OHIO. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Ohio  was  held  at  Put-in-Bay  on  August  30th,  1876,  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  Reuben  C.  Lemmon,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
siding.  One  hundred  and  thirt3T-six  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  annual  address,  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  following: 

“  On  the  2d  da}T  of  February  I  received  a  letter  from  Compan¬ 
ion  Chamberlin,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  inclosing  a  circular  purporting  to 
be  issued  by  one  George  L.  Lashells,  proposing  ‘  to  sell  the  only 
copies,’  etc.,  ‘of  the  ritual  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Ohio.’  On  the  following  da}'  a  letter  from  Companion  Curran,  of 
Somerset  Chapter,  with  like  circular,  and  subsequently  similar 
letters  of  complaint  were  received  from  various  Companions.  I 
wrote  Companion  John  A.  Rettig,  of  Medina,  putting  the  matter 
in  his  hands,  requesting  him  to  make  inquiries  and  report  the 
facts.  Companion  Rettig  subsequently  informed  me  that  Lashells 
resided  at  Lodi,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Oriental  Chapter,  Xo.  128. 
Thereupon  I  directed  Companion  Bolles,  High  Priest  of  Oriental 
Chapter,  to  cause  charges  to  be  preferred  in  his  Chapter  against 
Companion  Lashells.  Charges  were  accordingl}"  made.  Lashells 
summoned,  he  appeared  and  pleaded  ‘  not  guilty.’  Upon  the 
trial  of  the  cause  the  accused  admitted  the  facts  to  be  as  charged, 
but  denied  that  he  had  committed  a  Masonic  offence,  and  broadly 
claimed  the  right  to  dispose  of  his  pretended  rituals  when  and 
to  whom  he  chose.  Having  anticipated  this  course,  and  desiring 
to  relieve  the  Companions  of  Oriental  Chapter  from  embarrass¬ 
ment  in  arriving  at  a  correct  determination,  I  had  prepared  and 
furnished  them,  through  Companion  Rettig,  with  reference  to  the 
annual  address  of  Companion  Yinal,  Grand  High  Priest,  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Proceedings  of  1861,  page  9  ;  also  the  report  of  Com¬ 
panion  Rex  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  (same  Proceedings 
page  21),  and  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  thereon.  Upon 
the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence  of  Lashells,  the  Chapter  voted 
seven  in  the  affirmative  and  four  in  the  negative.  On  the  question 
of  expulsion,  six  in  the  affirmative  and  five  in  the  negative,  and 
on  the  question  of  indefinite  suspension,  eight  in  the  affirmative 
and  three  in  the  negative.  Taking  this  action  as  indicative  either 
of  a  wilful  misunderstanding  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Grand  Chapter,  or  a  determination  on  the  part  of  those  voting 
‘not  guilty’  to  disregard  them,  I  directed  Companion  Bolles  to 
cause  the  Companions  of  Oriental  Chapter  to  be  summoned  to 
meet  me  at  their  hall  in  West  Salem,  July  6th,  at  7  p.m.,  and  in 
the  meantime  I  prohibited  work  in  said  Chapter.  On  the  6th  day 
of  July  I  met  so  many  of  the  Companions  of  Oriental  Chapter  as 
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were  assembled  at  their  hall  (less  than  half  their  number  being 
present),  and  conferred  with  them  in  regard  to  the  charges  against, 
and  late  trial  of,  Lashells.  In  the  course  of  this  conference  I 
learned  that  a  brother  of  the  accused,  associated  with  him  in  the 
adventure  of  marketing  rituals,  was  present  as  a  member  of  Ori¬ 
ental  Chapter,  ready,  quite  ready,  to  assume  the  responsibility  of, 
and  to  justify  the  action  of,  the  Chapter.  Being  unable  to  get  at 
the  full  extent  of  the  matter,  and  believing  that  the  harmony, 
prosperity,  and  integrity  of  the  Order  would  be  best  promoted  by 
a  more  thorough  examination  and  treatment,  I  continued  the  in¬ 
terdiction  of  work  in  said  Chapter  until  your  present  meeting.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  did  perfectly  right. 

“The  committee  to  whom  the  above  case  was  referred,  presented 
a  report  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  The}r  approve 
the  action  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  but  a  number  of  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  said  Chapter  have  been  before  your  committee,  and 
from  their  representations  we  feel  assured  that  the  offence,  on  the 
part  of  the  Chapter,  was  more  of  the  head  than  of  the  heart,  but 
as  intelligence,  not  less  than  honesty,  is  necessary  to  the  success¬ 
ful  management  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter,  }^our  committee  rec¬ 
ommend  that  so  soon  as  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest 
shall  be  satisfied  that  said  Chapter  can  safely  be  intrusted  with 
all  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  he  remove  said  interdict, 
but  in  such  removal  they  also  recommend  care.” 

Companion  William  L.  Buechner  reported  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight  Grand 
Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for  1815  included. 

He  wishes  he  had  been  present  at  the  working  of  the  degrees 
in  the  German  language  b}r  Tristram  B.  Freeman  Chapter,  in  this 
city. 

He  has  his  say  about  the  installation  of  our  Grand  High  Priest. 

In  reply  to  Companion  Kelly’s  request,  he  says  their  public 
installation  ceremonies  for  Grand  Officers  can  be  found  in  full  on 
page  236,  fourth  edition,  of  A.  G.  Mackey’s  Book  of  the  Chapter. 

Under  the  head  of  West  Virginia,  he  says: 

u  The  following  shows  true  Masonic  spirit : 

u  1  Communications  addressed  to  the  Grand  Council  indicate 
that  subordinate  Chapters,  situated  on  the  border  adjoining  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Mainland,  and  Kentucky,  have 
occasional  applications  for  the  Chapter  Degrees  and  for  member¬ 
ship  from  Masons  residing  in  those  States,  and  who  are  more 
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convenient  to  our  Chapters  than  to  their  own.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  residents  of  our  own  jurisdiction  wdio  find  it 
much  more  convenient  to  attend  a  Chapter  in  an  adjoining  juris¬ 
diction  than  in  our  own. 

u  1  At  present  there  is  no  authority  in  the  Grand  Council  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  such  cases,  nor  would  it  be  proper  to  invest  the  Council 
with  such  authority,  except  upon  an  arrangement  mutually  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  interested. 

“  4  I  ask  }Tour  attention  to  the  subject,  and  would  recommend 
that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  such  a  comity  between  the  Grand 
Chapters  referred  to  as  w’ould  accommodate  the  border  Chapters.’ 

“  How  different  from  Pennsylvania,  where  the  Grand  High 
Priest  forbids  his  subordinates  to  give  such  permission?” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania  forbade  his  subor¬ 
dinates  from  giving  the  permission,  because  the  Constitution  of 
his  Grand  Chapter  prohibited  it. 

136  Chapters  exalted  504  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  8579. 

Reuben  C.  Lemmon,  Toledo,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  Nesbitt,  Troy,  Grand  Secretary. 

William  L.  Buechner,  Youngstown,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

OREGON. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Oregon  was  held  in  Portland,  June  9th,  1876,  Most  Excellent 
Companion  James  R.  Bayley,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Ten 
Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported  : 

“The  diversity  of  work  in  the  jurisdiction  was  much  greater 
than  I  had  expected  to  find.  What  was  orthodox  in  one  Chapter 
was  heresy  in  another — would  discover  some  of  the  Entered 
Apprentice  Degree  in  the  Ro}Tal  Arch  in  one  Chapter,  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  Roj’al  Arch  in  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  in  another. 
But  generally,  the  4  landmarks’  were  preserved,  and  all  were  doing 
the  best  they  could.” 

The  following  was  unanimously  adopted : 

“ Resolved ,  That  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  and  regular 
standing,  member  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction, 
is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  casting  a  ballot  for  the  degrees,  or 
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objecting  to  advancement  of  any  applicant  in  any  Chapter  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

The  theory  is  good,  but  the  practice  will  in  time  become  very 
unsatisfactory. 

Companion  M.  V.  Brown  presented  the  Beport  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  twenty-five  Grand 
Chapters,  Pennsylvania  not  among  the  number. 

11  Chapters  exalted  76  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  891. 

J.  B.  Lee,  Corvallis,  Grand  High  Priest. 

B.  P.  Earhart,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 


SOUTH  CABOLINA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  assem¬ 
bled  in  Annual  Convocation  in  Charleston,  February  15th,  1876, 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Augustine  T.  Smythe,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding.  His  address  is  full  and  complete,  treating  of 
many  things  of  interest  to  his  Grand  Chapter. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  uniform¬ 
ity  of  work  reported  the  following  conclusions : 

“  I.  That  uniformity  in  the  work  and  lectures  has  been  declared 
by  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  by  the  highest  authorities  in  other 
States,  as  not  only  desirable,  but  essential  and  worthy  of  the  most 
careful  stud}r  and  unremitting  effort. 

“II.  That,  after  careful  revision,  a  system  of  work  has  been 
adopted  as  the  only  authorized  work  to  be  observed  within  this 
jurisdiction ;  and  that  said  work  has  been  committed  to  Custo¬ 
dians,  to  be  kept  pure  and  uniform,  as  the  property  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

“  III.  That  with  a  revised  and  authorized  work  in  possession  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  no  practical  measures  have  been  put  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  instruction  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  ;  and  that  the 
irregularities  and  errors  referred  to  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in 
his  address  in  1874,  to  a  great  extent  still  exist. 

“In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest, 
in  his  address  at  the  last  Convocation,  repeats  the  question,  ‘In 
wrhat  manner  shall  uniformity  in  the  work  be  attained  V  And  in 
the  same  address  declares,  ‘  that  some  method  should  be  devised 
and  adopted  of  instructing  the  Companions  in  the  proper  ritual.’ 
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“To  devise  this  method,  the  special  committee' who  make  this 
report  was  appointed. 

“  The  importance  of  the  subject  has  led  your  committee  to  con¬ 
sider  carefully  the  various  plans  suggested  and  in  operation  in 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  in  order  that  thev  might  be  able  to 
make  such  recommendations  for  adoption  by  this  Grand  Chapter, 
as  will  not  offend  the  conscientious  scruples  of  an\T  Companion, 
and  at  the  same  time,  practically  secure  the  object  contemplated. 

u  Among  the  various  plans  considered,  we  find  the  following 
adopted  and  used  by  the  several  Grand  Chapters  as  their  methods 
for  communicating  instruction  in  the  ritual. 

“  I.  By  Grand  Lecturers. 

“II.  By  Chapters  of  Instruction,  organized  and  held  as  often 
as  practicable,  under  the  direction  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priests  or  Custodians. 

“III.  By  a  Convention  of  High  Priests,  to  meet  once  a  vear 
for  the  exemplification  of  the  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
Grand  and  District  Lecturers  or  Custodians. 

“  IT.  By  Custodians  to  visit  the  Subordinate  Chapters  as  far 
as  practicable,  and  to  exemplify  the  work  at  the  Annual  Convo¬ 
cations. 

“  T.  B}r  the  use  of  hieroglyphics  or  phonetic  characters  as  aids 
in  communicating  the  work. 

“1st.  The  plan  of  communicating  instruction  by  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  Grand  Lecturers  has,  perhaps,  been  more  generally  used 
than  any  other ;  but  it  has  been  abandoned  by  man}"  Grand 
Bodies,  not  only  because  of  the  large  expenditure  required  from 
year  to  year  to  keep  it  up,  but  because  of  the  difficulty  of  get¬ 
ting  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to  meet  at  appointed  times  and 
places,  and  the  usually  limited  time  devoted  to  the  work  of  in¬ 
struction. 

“  2d.  The  plan  of  organizing  Chapters  of  Instruction  under 
the  direction  of  the  District  Deputies  or  Custodians,  to  be  com¬ 
posed  of  the  several  Subordinate  Chapters  within  the  respective 
jurisdictions  of  said  Deputies  or  Custodians,  presents  many  strong 
points ;  but  the  same  difficulty  of  getting  the  officers  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  Chapters  to  meet  at  any  one  place,  and  to  remain  long  enough 
to  receive  thorough  instruction  in  the  ritual,  has  rendered  the 
plan,  to  a  very  great  extent,  inoperative  and  unsuccessful. 

“3d.  The  plan  of  calling  a  Convention  of  High  Priests  for  in¬ 
struction,  has  been  tried  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  but  with  such 
unsatisfactory  results  as  to  offer  no  inducements  to  recommend  a 
repetition. 

“4th.  The  plan  of  requesting  the  Custodians  to  visit  and  in¬ 
struct  the  Subordinate  Chapters  within  their  respective  districts, 
would  be  valuable  if  it  were  practicable.  These  Custodians  may 
not  be  men  of  leisure,  but  have  private  engagements  to  meet,  and 
experience  proves  that  the  most  that  can  be  expected  from  them 
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is  to  answer  questions  when  propounded,  and  semi-occasionally 
to  make  a  hurried  visit  and  lecture  to  a  Subordinate  Chapter,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  them  a  track,  perhaps  luminous,  but  hardly  traceable 
for  any  length  of  time. 

u  The  exemplification  of  the  work  at  the  Annual  Convocation 
is  certainly  advantageous  in  enabling  the  representatives  present 
to  detect  and  correct  the  irregularities  and  errors  which  exist  in 
the  work  of  their  respective  Chapters ;  but  to  be  relied  on  as  a 
means  of  enabling  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to  acquire  an  accu¬ 
rate  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ritual,  it  is,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  a  confessed  failure. 

u  5th.  The  use  of  hieroglyphics  as  a  means  of  instruction  in 
the  ritual  is  not  without  precedent  by  high  authority  in  this 
country.  Your  committee,  however,  fully  concur  in  the  decision 
of  the  Grand  Council,  as  announced  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
„at  the  last  Convocation,  ‘that  no  authorized  work  in  hieroglyph¬ 
ics  ought  to  be  issued  to  the  Subordinates.’  The  reasons  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  are  conclusive ;  for  it  would 
certainly  be  a  grave  mistake  and  a  dangerous  policy  to  issue  for 
general  use  any  work,  however  mystified  by  hieroglyphics,  which 
professes  to  embody  the  work  and  lectures  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
and  which  bears  the  imprimatur  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

u  It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  your  committee  have 
realized  no  little  difficulty  in  devising  a  plan  which  will  be  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  objection,  and  which  at  the  same  time  promises 
to  accomplish  the  important  end  contemplated. 

u  It  is  evident  that  the  fallibility  of  unaided  memory  renders  it 
impossible  for  any  form  of  work  and  lectures,  particularly  the 
elaborate  work  and  lectures  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  to 
be  practiced  for  a  length  of  time,  without  the  introduction  of 
more  or  less  of  error  and  irregularity;  and  for  this  reason  Grand 
Chapters  and  Grand  Lodges  have  sometimes  resorted  to  the  plan 
of  having  their  ritual  regularly  engrossed  on  the  book  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  or  written  in  hieroglyphics  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Custodians  for  preservation.” 

The  following  was  adopted : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  be  re¬ 
quested,  at  least  four  months  before  the  next  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  to  designate  one  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  located  at  or  near  the  place  selected  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  for  its  next  Convocation,  to  exemplify  the  work  of  one 
of  the  Capitular  Degrees  in  full  before  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its 
next  Annual  Convocation,  and  shall  also  designate  the  Degree, 
and  notify  such  Subordinate  Chapter;  and  that  such  Subordinate 
Chapter  shall,  upon  being  so  designated,  enter  upon  a  course  of 
preparation  for  such  exemplification,  regard  being  had  by  the 
officers  thereof  to  the  most  rigid  accuracy  in  every  particular  of 
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the  work,  any  doubtful  point  being  submitted  to  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest  for  his  decision  thereon.  And  that 
such  Subordinate  Chapter  shall  exemplify  the  said  work  in  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  the  evening  session  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  on  the  first  da}T  of  its  next  regular  Convocation/' 

We  notice  that  at  the  time  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  in¬ 
stalled,  he  was  duly  invested  with  the  ring  of  ofiice,  etc. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  M.  B.  Moses  submitted  the  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  Pennsj’lvania  for  1874  being  among 
the  twent3T-seven  Grand  Chapters  reviewed. 

29  Chapters  exalted  92  Most  Excellent  Masters ;  total  mem¬ 
bership  948. 

William  K.  Blake,  Spartansburg,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  E.  Burke,  Charleston,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter 
of  Tennessee  was  held  in  Nashville,  November  11th,  1875. 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Wilbur  F.  Foster,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Seventi’-seven  Chapters  represented. 

Business  transacted  of  local  interest. 

No  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

96  Chapters  exalted  118  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  3788. 

A.  S.  Clrrey,  Trenton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  Frizzell,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 

George  S.  Blackie,  M.D.,  Nashville,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence. 


TEXAS. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  of  Texas,  was  held  at  Houston,  June  2d,  1875, 
Most  Excellent  Companion  W.  K.  McAlpin,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding.  Sixty  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  Visitor  of  the  Western  District  reports  that  he  vis- 
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itecl  all  the  Chapters  to  which  he  had  been  invited,  twent37-four  in 
number;  travelled  1700  miles  ;  was  engaged  in  lecturing  Chapters 
and  travelling,  127  days;  received  from  the  Chapters  $505;  trav¬ 
elling  expenses  paid  by  himself,  $53  ;  leaving  a  balance  of  $351. 
This  means  that  Chapters  who  were  not  able  to  do  the  work 
themselves,  hired  the  Grand  Visitor  to  do  it  for  them. 

In  addition  to  the  above  amount  received  from  the  Chapters 
visited,  the  Grand  Chapter  paid  the  Grand  Visitor  the  sum  of 
$150  as  a  compensation. 

The  financial  accounts  are  kept  and  the  Chapters  are  obliged 
to  make  their  payments  to  the  Grand  Chapter  in  gold  or  silver. 
A  resolution  was  offered  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi¬ 
nance,  to  allow  the  payments  to  be  made  in  United  States  cur¬ 
rency.  The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  their  report  as  follows  : 

“Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso¬ 
lution  in  reference  to  payment  of  dues  to  this  Grand  Chapter  in 
United  States  currency,  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  care¬ 
fully  considered  the  same. 

“  They  find  that  during  the  late  war,  the  Grand  Chapter  per¬ 
mitted  the  payment  of  its  dues  in  Confederate  money,  by  which 
most  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  lost;  and  your  com¬ 
mittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  any  irredeemable  paper  currency 
(such  as  United  States  currency  now  is),  is  an  unsafe  and  unre¬ 
liable  medium  in  which  to  manage  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  Any  unfortunate  legislation  by  Congress,  or  undue  inflation 
of  the  volume  of  currency,  may  materially  reduce  its  value,  or 
render  it  worthless ;  while  coin  is  as  nearly  a  fixed  standard  of 
value  as  can  be  had,  as  a  circulating  medium.  Its  volume  cannot 
be  increased  beyond  the  natural  production  of  the  mines,  and  this 
is  not  afforded  in  such  quantities  as  to  reduce  its  value;  while  the 
volume  and  value  of  currency  simpty  depends  on  the  will  of 
Congress,  and  the  power  of  production  of  printing  presses. 

u  Currency  is  now  ten  per  cent,  below  par,  and  the  present 
effect  of  this  resolution  is  to  reduce  the  dues  to  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  ten  per  cent.,  and  as  much  more  as  currency  may  go  below 
that  per  cent.  In  this  view  of  the  question,  we  refer  to  our  pre-, 
vious  report  upon  the  question  of  reducing  the  dues  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  as  part  hereof;  and,  in  addition  thereto,  would  say  that 
as  soon  as  the  Grand  Chapter  shall  have  paid  its  share  of  the  debt 
on  the  Masonic  Temple,  it  will  have  need  of  all  its  revenues  to 
pay  for  a  good  system  of  distributing  the  work  and  lectures  to 
Subordinate  Chapters,  the  one  now  practiced  being  both  ineffi¬ 
cient  and  very  expensive. 

“We  further  submit,  that  the  Chapter  dues  are  in  the  nature 
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of  a  trust  fund,  and  should  be  kept  in  the  safest  possible  currencjr, 
which  is  gold  and  silver. 

“We  therefore  recommend  that  the  resolution  dv>  not  pass.” 

Companion  Robert  M.  Elgin  submitted  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  ;  thirty-seven  Grand  Chapters  reviewed,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  among  the  number. 

On  the  Grand  Representative  trouble  between  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  Canada,  he  sa}Ts : 

“We  are  no  great  advocates  of  the  Grand  Representative  sys¬ 
tem.  We  have  favored  it  more  from  the  fact  that  it  was  a  harm¬ 
less  institution  than  from  any  practical  good  anticipated  from  it. 
It  has  been  the  medium  of  pleasant  civilities,  and  the  means  by 
which  our  Grand  Bodies  have  often  shown  their  regard  for  and 
appreciation  of  some  eminent  or  worthy  Companion  in  a  sister 
jurisdiction,  and  has  sometimes  flattered  the  harmless  vanity  of 
those  who  delight  in  4  fuss  and  feathers,’  and  are  proud  of  the 
high-sounding  titles  and  fictitious  rank  pertaining  to  such  appoint¬ 
ments.  We  think  Companion  Earner  was  perfectly  right  in  ask¬ 
ing  for  the  recall  of  a  representative  who  was  so  obnoxious  to 
himself  and  the  Craft,  as  to  defeat  the  very  ends  which  he  was 
expected  to  accomplish,  the  furtherance  of  closer  intercourse  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Grand  Chapters.  But  with  all  deference  to  that 
distinguished  Companion,  we  do  not  think  it  was  in  good  taste  to 
recommend  a  successor  before  being  requested  to  do  so.  We  do 
not  think  it  important  that  the  representative  should  be  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  which  he  is  accredited.  On  the  contrary, 
that  it  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  national  analogies,  that 
he  should  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  from  which  his  appointment 
emanates.  The  honor  is  enhanced  when  the  Companion  is  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  seat,  not  by  virtue  of  a  prior  right,  but  as  a  courtesy" 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  which  he  represents.  But  such  being  the 
case,  no  one  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  Past  High  Priest  should  be 
appointed.” 

Of  the  eligibility  to  the  Grand  High  Priesthood,  he  sa}Ts : 

44  We  believe  that  in  the  absence  of  any  regulation  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  that  any  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  eligible  to  the  Grand 
High  Priesthood.  In  Penns}Tlvania,  an  old  jurisdiction  into  which 
we  think  few  innovations  have  found  their  way,  at  a  recent  session, 
on  the  installation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  all  except  Past  High 
Priests  were  requested  to  retire  until  the  ceremon}^  was  performed. 
In  that  jurisdiction  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  constitutes  a 
necessaiy  portion  of  the  installation  ceremon}^ ;  and  although  we 
may  have  been  mistaken,  the  inference  we  drew  from  the  above 
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circumstance  was  that  the  officer  elect  had  not  previously  re¬ 
ceived  the  Order,  and  hence  had  never  presided  as  a  High  Priest.” 

We  require  that  the  elective  Grand  Officers  of  our  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  shall  have  presided  as  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter. 

Of  the  Council  Degrees,  he  says  : 

“  In  Texas  the  Council  Degrees  are  conferred  in  Councils  ap¬ 
pendant  to  the  Chapters.  All  candidates  elected  in  the  Chapter 
are  entitled  to  them  after  receiving  the  Rotyal  Arch  Degree.  The 
officers  of  the  Chapter  are  ex  officio  officers  of  the  Councils,  if 
they  have  received  the  degrees.  The  plan  works  well,  and  is  be¬ 
coming  better  every  year,  and  ere  long  it  will  be  the  case  that 
every  Royal  Arch  Mason  made  here  will  also  be  a  Royal  and 
Select  Master.  We  are  rid  of  the  unnecessary  machinery  and 
expense  of  a  separate  Grand  Organization,  and  the  work  is  as  per¬ 
fect  as  it  would  be  with  one.  The  arrangement  was  made  at  the 
request  of  and  with  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Grand  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  formally  transferred  the  jurisdiction.” 

We  would  ask  Companion  Elgin  of  what  use  are  the  Council 
Degrees  to  those  who  thus  receive  them  ?  They  cannot  visit  any 
Council  working  under  a  Grand  Council. 

In  speaking  of  the  peaceful  state  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  pays  us  this  compliment. 

“And  yet,  with  all  this  membership,  and  so  large  a  roll  of 
Lodges  and  Chapters,  so  perfect  is  the  system  of  finance,  and  so 
prompt  are  their  subordinates,  that  there  were  only  $80.36  due  to 
the  Grand  Chapter.  We  hear  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  progress  ; 
that  Masonry  should  be  more  progressive  ;  and  this  old  Grand 
Chapter  is  regarded  as  old  fogyisli.  The  above  is  one  of  the  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  want  of  progress.  Another  evidence  is  the  absence, 
from  the  proceedings,  of  immense  numbers  of  propositions  to 
change  the  Constitution,  and  other  schemes  of  experimental  legis¬ 
lation,  which  too  often  take  up  the  time  of  our  Grand  Chapters. 
Attempts  to  popularize  the  institution,  and  assimilate  it  to  the 
more  modern  secret  organizations.” 


Again,  in  reviewing  Rhode  Island,  he  says : 

“  W e  said  something  about  Pennsylvania  being  non-progressive, 
but  this  beats  Pennsylvania  ‘all  hollow’  for  old  fogyism.  Why  it 
is  the  way  Masons  used  to  do  a  hundred  years  ago.  They  used  to 
assemble  after  the  Lodge  had  closed  around  the  festive  board  ; 
would  eat  of  the  good  things  with  which  God  had  blessed  them, 
and  be  thankful ;  would  drink  a  toast  and  sing  a  song,  4  We  meet 
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upon  the  Level  and  part  upon  the  Square,’  4  Auld  Lang  Syne,’  or 
some  such  sentimental  stuff,  and  separate  with  hearts  glowing 
with  love  to  their  brethren  and  good  will  to  everybody  else.  But 
our  modern  progressive  Masons  call  that  4  carousing.’  They  untie 
the  strings  while  the  benediction  is  being  pronounced,  and  as  soon 
as  the  4  so  mote  it  be  ’  is  responded,  they  throw  their  aprons  into 
a  corner,  and  rush  for  the  cars,  with  the  bitterness  and  acrimony 
engendered  by  the  last  discussion  still  disfiguring  their  faces. 
That  is  4  progressive  Masonry.’  ” 

111  Chapters  exalted  431  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total,  mem¬ 
bership,  4022. 

W.  F.  Swain,  Galveston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  Brewster,  Houston,  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  M.  Elgin,  Houston,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 


VERMONT. 

The  Fift3T-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Vermont  was  held  in  Burlington,  September  29th,  1875.  Most 
Excellent  Companion  John  W.  Clark,  Grand  High  Priest,  presid¬ 
ing.  Twentj-two  Chapters  represented. 

Very  little  business  done,  and  that  altogether  of  a  local  nature. 

Companion  J.  Monroe  Poland  reported  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thiipy-eight  Grand  Chapters, 
Pennsylvania  for  1874  included. 

25  Chapters  exalted  102  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  1804. 

Edward  S.  Dana,  Cornwall,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  H.  S.  Whitcomb,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  M.  Poland,  Montpelier,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  was 
held  in  Richmond,  December  16th,  1875,  Most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  B.  M.  Harris,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

Twenty-seven  Chapters  represented. 

It  is  with  sorrowr  that  we  take  up  these  Proceedings  for  review, 
for  we  know  that  he  who  had  prepared  them  for  publication  has 
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passed  away  from  among  us.  A  good  man  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  a  firm  friend,  a  Great  Mason  was  our  venerable  Companion 
John  Dove,  M.  D.,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Masonic  Bodies 
of  Virginia.  Companion  Dove  lived  and  died  in  the  respect  and 
love  of  all  his  brethren,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  December, 
1876,  was  the  oldest  Grand  Secretary  in  the  world. 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  reference  to  the  death  of 
Companion  Grand  King  Rev.  Robert  H.  Pattison. 

u  Most  Excellent  W.  H.  Lambert,  representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  brief  and  feeling  address,  an¬ 
nounced  the  death  of  Excellent  Companion  R.  H.  Pattison,  the 
representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  read  extracts  from  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  in  memoriam.” 

Companion  William  B.  Isaacs  presented  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  Pennsylvania  not  included. 

37  Chapters  exalted  106  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  1627. 

William  H.  Lambert,  Alexandria,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  Dove,  Richmond,  Grand  Secretary. 

William  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  and 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

In  beautiful  typographical  appearance  comes  to  us  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  for 
the  years  1874  and  1875. 

The  First  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Wheeling,  Novem¬ 
ber  12th,  1874,  Most  Excellent  Companion  Thomas  H.  Logan, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Twelve  Chapters  represented. 

In  the  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  he  says : 

“  Communications  addressed  to  the  Grand  Council,  indicate 
that  Subordinate  Chapters,  situated  on  the  border  adjoining  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Kentucky,  have  oc¬ 
casional  applications  for  the  Chapter  Degrees  and  for  membership, 
from  Masons  residing  in  those  States,  and  who  are  more  conve¬ 
nient  to  our  Chapters  than  to  their  own.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  residents  of  our  own  jurisdiction,  who  find  it  much  more  con- 
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venient  to  attend  a  Chapter  in  an  adjoining  jurisdiction  than  in 
our  own. 

u  At  present  there  is  no  authority  in  the  Grand  Council  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  such  cases,  nor  would  it  be  proper  to  invest  the  Council 
with  such  authority,  except  upon  an  arrangement  mutually  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  several  grand  jurisdictions  interested. 

“  I  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  would  recommend  that 
steps  be  taken  to  secure  such  a  comity  between  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  referred  to,  as  would  accommodate  the  border  Chapters.” 

The  committee  to  whom  this  question  was  referred  reported  as 
follows,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

“It  appearing  that  some  of  our  Subordinate  Chapters,  situated 
in  the  border  counties,  are  desirous  of  entertaining  the  applications 
of  Master  Masons  who  are  citizens  of  the  adjoining  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Ohio,  or  Kentucky;  and  also  that  there 
are  many  Master  Masons  residing  in  West  Virginia,  who,  for  the 
sake  of  convenience  of  residence,  desire  to  apply  to  and  become 
members  of  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  the  States  named,  your 
committee  would  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

a 

“  Resolved ,  That  permission  is  hereby  granted  to  the  Chapters 
of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  that  are  situated 
in  counties  adjoining  our  State,  to  entertain  the  applications  of 
Master  Masons  who  are  residents  of  West  Virginia,  provided  that 
the  same  courtesy  be  extended  by  Chapters  in  the  States  named, 
to  those  in  West  Virginia  similarly  situated  ;  and  provided  also, 
that  the  consent  of  the  Subordinate  Chapter  nearest  the  residence 
of  the  applicant  be  first  obtained. 

“  Fraternally  submitted. 

“  K.  D.  Walker.” 

We  have  a  constitutional  provision  that  prohibits  what  is  asked 
for,  but  we  would  sa}’  that  if  application  is  made  through  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  West  Virginia  to  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Pennsylvania,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  granted,  provided 
the  candidate  has  passed  the  Chair,  either  by  election  or  dispen¬ 
sation,  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Wheeling,  Novem¬ 
ber  11th,  1875.  Most  Excellent  Companion  H.  M.  Gamble,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding.  Fourteen  Chapters  represented. 

It  was  resolved  to  hereafter  publish  the  Proceedings  biennially. 

No  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

r* 
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It  Chapters  exalted  39  Most  Excellent  Masters;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  497. 

H.  M.  Gamble,  Moorefield,  Grand  High  Priest. 

0.  S.  Long,  Wheeling,  Grand  Secretary. 


WISCONSIN. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wis¬ 
consin  was  held  in  Milwaukee,  February  15th,  1876,  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  Jonathan  H.  Evans,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
siding.  Forty-nine  Chapters  represented. 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest : 

“  Case  1  st.  ‘At  our  last  Convocation  there  was  one  black  ball 
cast  against  a  candidate ;  after  the  Chapter  was  closed  the  Com¬ 
panion  who  cast  it  withdrew  his  objection.  Is  it  necessary  to 
get  the  unanimous  consent  of  those  present  and  voting  for  a  new 
ballot,  or  has  the  High  Priest  the  power  to  declare  the  ballot  clear 
at  the  next  Convocation  V 

“  Decision.  As  soon  as  the  Chapter  is  closed,  the  record  of  that 
Convocation  is  presumptively  made  up  ;  after  that,  the  unanimous 
consent  of  all  the  Companions  present  at  a  Convocation  where  a 
rejecting  ballot  has  been  cast  is  not  sufficient  to  order  a  new 
ballot,  nor  can  the  High  Priest  at  a  subsequent  Convocation  de¬ 
clare  the  ballot  clear.  The  candidate  must  wait  until  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  constitutional  period. 

“  Case  3c?.  ‘  A  Brother  in  good  standing,  and  member  of  a 
Lodge  in  Pennsylvania,  has  resided  in  this  jurisdiction  about 
three  months;  he  now  wishes  to  receive  the  Capitular  degrees. 
Have  we  a  right  to  entertain  his  petition  V 

“  Decision.  Consent  should  first  be  obtained  from  the  Chapter 
from  whose  jurisdiction  the  candidate  hails,  otherwise  one  year 
should  elapse,  that  he  may  gain  a  residence  in  the  State  and  ju¬ 
risdiction.  This  case  I  decided  in  the  absence  of  any  written  law 
upon  our  statutes,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  that  prevails  in 
some  part  of  our  jurisdiction,  for  the  following  reasons:  First, 
that  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  should  reside  a  reasonable  length 
of  time  in  a  jurisdiction,  in  order  that  the  Companions  with  whom 
he  wishes  to  affiliate  may  have  opportunities  of  forming  his  ac¬ 
quaintance.  Second,  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  any  conflict  with 
a  foreign  grand  jurisdiction.  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  regu¬ 
lation  be  adopted  at  this  session  fixing  a  definite  period  which  a 
candidate  (^hailing  from  a  foreign  jurisdiction)  must  reside  in  this 
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State  before  his  petition  for  the  Capitular  degrees  can  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction.” 

On  this  latter  decision  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“The  decision  in  Case  No.  3  your  committee  cannot  approve, 
for  the  reason  that  we  believe  that  when  a  Brother  has  removed 
from  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  located  in  this,  he  has  by  that  act 
severed  his  Masonic  relations  with  that  jurisdiction,  and  they 
have  lost  all  control  over  him,  and  the  granting  of  such  permis¬ 
sion  would  have  no  effect  whatever. 

“  Case  4th.  '•  Is  it  proper  to  admit  a  Brother,  who  is  not  a  Mark 
Master,  into  a  Lodge  of  Past  Masters  (working  as  a  part  of  our 
Chapter),  and  there  conferring  the  Past  Master’s  degree  to  qualify 
him  to  preside  over  a  Symbolic  Lodge?’ 

u  Decision.  No  Brother  can  be  admitted  into  a  Past  Master’s 
Lodge  who  has  not  received  the  Mark  Master’s  degree.  Such 
Lodge  cannot  confer  the  Past  Master’s  degree  upon  the  Master 
elect  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge. 

“  Case  htli.  ‘A  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  received  the 
degree  in  a  Lodge  in  the  city^  of  Liverpool,  England,  having  a  di¬ 
ploma  from  the  Grand  Chapter  in  England,  and  proof  of  his  dimit 
from  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but  has  never  received  the  Mark,  Past, 
and  Most  Excellent  degrees,  wishes  to  affiliate  with  our  Chapter. 
What  course  shall  we  pursue?’ 

u  Decision.  Having  received  satisfactory  proof  that  the  candi¬ 
date  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  made  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in 
Great  Britain,  in  accordance  with  the  law  which  obtains  in  that 
jurisdiction,  proceed  by  conferring  the  Mark,  Past,  and  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  degrees,  that  the  candidate  may  be  healed,  and  become  a 
regular  Royal  Arch  Mason.” 

Concerning  the  ritual,  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : 

u  During  my  administration  as  your  presiding  officer  I  have 
endeavored  (and  I  believe  with  some  degree  of  success)  to  elimi¬ 
nate  those  parasites  of  mirth  and  levity  which,  in  some  of  our 
Chapters,  are  suffered  to  mar  the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  two 
important  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry.  Indeed,  I  find  some 
Companions  who  believe  that  these  excrescences  are  a  part  of  the 
work  and  ritual  which  the  candidate  must  necessarily  endure  be¬ 
fore  he  can  be  permitted  to  see  the  glories  of  the  inner  sanctuary. 
I  wish  I  could  impress  m yT  Companions  with  the  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  true  work  that  would  detract  in  the  least  from  the 
character  of  those  conferring  the  degrees,  or  give  offence  to  the 
most  sensitive  and  refined  mind  in  the  person  of  a  candidate. 
Every  step  taken  in  the  ladder  of  Masonry,  from  the  lowest  to 


100 


the  highest  degree,  is  intended  to  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  can¬ 
didate  an  important  lesson  in  the  most  impressive  manner;  any¬ 
thing  contrary  to  this  principle  will  be  found  upon  investigation 
to  have  no  part  or  place  in  the  work  or  ritual  of  any  of  the  de¬ 
grees.  You  would  not  deem  it  necessary,  when  showing  your 
farm  to  a  friend  or  Companion,  to  lead  him  through  bogs  and 
ditches,  or  over  rough  and  stony  ground,  to  convince  him  that 
such  places  exist  upon  your  premises.  These  you  could  describe 
as  3^011  pass  along,  and  I  can  assure  }rou  that  your  oral  descrip¬ 
tion  would  have  a  better,  if  not  more  abiding,  influence  upon  his 
mind,  than  it  would  if  3^011  had  persisted  in  taking  him  through 
and  over  them.  At  least  he  would  leave  your  farm  with  a  better 
idea  of  its  value,  and  a  more  exalted  opinion  of  3rou  as  a  Com¬ 
panion  and  gentleman.  This  simile  may  not  be  applicable  to 
many  of  the  Chapters  represented  here  to-day,  but  if  there  are 
those  to  whom  it  does  apply,  I  trust  that  due  reflection  on  the 
part  of  the  Companions,  and  the  good  sense  and  firmness  of  the 
High  Priests,  will  remove  the  blemish  from  our  work.” 

Companion  J.  P.  C.  Cottrill  reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
reviewing  twent3r-nine  Grand  Chapters,  Penns3dvania  for  18*14  in¬ 
cluded. 

Of  Pennsylvania  he  sa3rs  :  u  But  little  business  was  done,  yet  all 
appears  to  have  been  well  done.” 

50  Chapters  exalted  210  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  2891. 

William  C.  Swain,  Milwaukee,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  W.  Woodhull,  Milwaukee,  Grand  Secretary . 

Jed.  P.  C.  Cottrill,  Milwaukee,  Chairman  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence. 


CANADA. 

A  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  was 
held  in  Hamilton,  April  29th,  1875,  for  the  purpose  of  consecrat¬ 
ing  and  dedicating  the  Chapter  Room  in  the  new  Masonic  Hall  in 
that  city,  Most  Excellent  Companion  James  Seymour,  Grand 
Zerubbabel  (High  Priest),  presiding.  As  a  matter  of  interest, 
we  give  the  proceedings  in  full. 

“Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  at  7.30  p.m.,  in  a 
room  adjoining  the  Chapter  Hall,  in  which  the  Companions  of  the 
Chapters,  together  with  their  families,  visiting  Companions,  and 
invited  friends  were  assembled. 
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“The  Director  of  Ceremonies  having  announced  that  the 
Chapter  was  in  waiting  to  receive  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand 
Director  of  Ceremonies,  by  command  of  the  Grand  Zerubbabel, 
then  marshalled  Grand  Chapter  in  procession,  when  it  proceeded 
to  the  Chapter  Hall,  and  was  received  with  grand  honors. 

“The  Council  and  other  officers  of  the  Chapter  then  vacated 
their  seats,  the  Grand  Council  took  their  places  on  the  throne, 
and  the  other  officers  of  Grand  Chapter  their  proper  positions, 
the  Council  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Chapter  being  seated 
immediately  in  front  of  and  beneath  the  Grand  Officers. 

“Letters  of  apology  for  unavoidable  absence  were  read  from 
Most  Excellent  Companion  C.  D.  Macdonnell,  Past  Grand  Zerub¬ 
babel,  Right  Excellent  Companion  W.  H.  Weller,  Grand  Haggai, 
Right  Excellent  Companion  R.  Kincaid,  Grand  Joshua,  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  H.  Macpherson,  Past  Zerubbabel,  Right  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  James  O’Connor,  Grand  Superintendent  of  Lon¬ 
don  District,  etc. 

“The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  then  addressed  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Zerubbabel  as  follows  : 

“‘Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  Companions  of  this  city,  being 
animated  with  a  desire  of  promoting  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  Royal  Craft,  have,  at  great  pains  and  expense,  completed 
this  hall  for  their  special  convenience  and  accommodation. 
They  therefore  desire  that  the  same  shall  be  examined  by  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  if  it  meets  their  approbation,  that  it  shall  be 
solemnly  dedicated  to  the  uses  of  Capitular  Masonry,  agreeably 
to  ancient  form.’ 

“  To  which  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Zerubbabel  was  pleased 
to  make  the  following  reply  : 

“  ‘Excellent  Sin:  I  can  assure  you  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
will  have  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request — a  duty 
the  more  gratifying,  as  the  premises  displa}^  a  tastefulness  of 
design,  a  skill  in  execution,  and  a  gorgeousness  of  outfit,  that 
reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  tire  Chapter  and  the  city,  which 
can  now  boast  of  having  the  handsomest  and  most  complete 
premises  specially  arranged  for  Capitular  purposes  of  any  Chapter 
or  city  in  the  Dominion.  In  the  manner  in  which  the  work  has 
been  completed,  you  have  secured  the  entire  approbation  of 
Grand  Chapter,  and  they  sincerely  pray  that  this  noble  edifice 
ma}^  long  continue  a  lasting  monument  of  the  taste,  spirit,  and 
liberality  of  its  founders.’ 

“The  hall,  which  is  a  very  large  and  beautiful  one,  and  hand¬ 
somely  furnished  and  decorated,  was  then  consecrated,  and  after¬ 
wards  dedicated  in  due  and  ancient  form. 
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“The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Zernhbahel  then  addressed  the 
assembled  Companions  and  their  invited  friends  in  terms  highly 
laudatory  of  the  undertaking  which  has  been  commenced  and 
successfully  carried  on  to  completion  by  the  Hamilton  Brethren 
and  Companions  with  so  much  energy  and  good  taste.  The 
Grand  Zerubbabel  concluded  with  solemn  and  impressive  words 
of  counsel  and  advice  to  the  assembled  Companions  as  to  their 
bearing  and  conduct  towards  each  other,  and  to  the  world  at 
large,  adding  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  who  had 
lived  and  worked  amongst  our  Hamilton  Companions  for  so 
many  years — our  late  lamented  Grand  Scribe  Ezra. 

“An  appropriate  closing  hymn  was  then  sung  to  the  accom¬ 
paniment  of  the  organ. 

“The  hospitalities  of  the  Hamilton  Companions  having  been 
cordially  tendered  to  the  officers  and  members  of  Grand  Chapter, 
the  procession  was  re-formed  and  proceeded  to  the  adjoining  room, 
when  Grand  Chapter  was  duly  closed  in  ample  form.” 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  St.  Catha¬ 
rine’s,  August  11th,  1875,  Most  Excellent  Companion  James 
Seymour,  Grand  Zerubbabel,  on  the  throne.  Fifty-five  Chapters 
represented. 

Companion  Henry  Robertson  furnished  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  Pennsylvania  for  1874  among  the  twenty-seven 
Grand  Chapters  reviewed. 

67  Chapters  exalted  400  candidates  ;  total  membership,  3102. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Montreal, 
August  9th,  1876,  Most  Excellent  Companion  L.  H.  Henderson, 
Grand  Zerubbabel,  on  the  throne.  Fifty-seven  Chapters  repre¬ 
sented. 

Companion  Henry  Robertson  again  furnished  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence.  Twenty-eight  Grand  Chapters  re¬ 
viewed,  Pennsylvania  not  included. 

69  Chapters  exalted  280  Candidates  ;  total  membership,  3285. 

L.  H.  Henderson,  Belleville,  Ont.,  Grand  Zerubbabel. 

Daniel  Spry,  Toronto,  Out.,  Grand  Scribe  Ezra. 

Henry  Robertson,  Colling  wood,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova 
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Scotia  was  held  in  Halifax,  June  1st,  1875.  Most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  S.  R.  Sircom,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Six  Chap¬ 
ters  represented. 

Companion  James  Gossip  submitted  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty- 
three  Grand  Chapters,  Pennsylvania  for  1874  included. 

By  strictly  carrying  out  in  a  lawful  manner  the  spirit  of  their 
Constitution,  peace  and  harmony  still  prevail  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Since  the  foregoing  meeting  another  of  the  Chapters  working 
under  the  warrant  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  has  surrendered 
its  allegiance  to  that  Grand  Chapter,  and  is  now  working  under 
the  authorit}^  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  remaining  Chapter  will  soon  act  likewise. 

The  Craft  in  Nova  Scotia  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 

o 

complete  success  of  their  enterprise  in  the  forming  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

6  Chapters  exalted  32  Most  Excellent  Masters  ;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  265. 

Stephen  R.  Sircom,  Halifax,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  Gossip,  Halifax,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Foreign  Corresjmndence. 


SCOTLAND. 

We  have  received  the  report  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,  containing  an  abstract  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  for  the  years  1874,  1875,  and  1876.  Sir  Michael  R.  Shaw 
Stewart,  Bart.,  First  Grand  Principal. 

The  majority  of  the  business  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  as  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Canada,  is  done  in  committee. 

On  September  16th,  1874,  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  we  find: 

“  Fo  die. — The  Grand  Scribes  laid  before  the  meeting  a  present 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  U.  S.,  consisting  of  the 
published  Proceedings  of  that  Grand  body,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
Supreme  Chapter  were  unanimously  voted  therefor.” 

“16 th  June,  1875. — {Quarterly  Meeting). — The  Grand  Scribes 
laid  on  the  table  presents  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada, 
^  irginia,  U.  S.,  Tennessee,  U.  S.,  and  Pennsylvania,  U.  S.,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  published  Proceedings  of  these  Grand  Bodies,  and 
the  thanks  of  the  Supreme  Chapter  were  voted  therefor.” 
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On  December  13th,  1875  (committee  meeting): 

u  Eo  die. — The  Grand  Scribe  E.  laid  before  the  meeting  corre¬ 
spondence  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  that  Grand  Chapter  recommended  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer  for  appointment  by  the  Supreme 
Chapter  as  its  Representative  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  that 
Grand  Chapter;  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  had 
sent  a  Commission  appointing  the  Grand  Scribe  K.  as  its  Repre¬ 
sentative  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Chapter  of  Scot¬ 
land.  He  farther  explained  that  he  had  communicated  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  the  fact  that  he  already  held  the 
appointment  of  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon, 
IT.  S.,  and  that  in  consequence  he  had  offered  to  apply  to  the 
Supreme  Chapter  to  send  out  the  name  of  another  Companion  to 
Pennsylvania  for  appointment,  but  that  Grand  Chapter,  as  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  correspondence,  preferred  that  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  should  hold  their  appointment,  unless  he  had  personal  objec¬ 
tions  to  doing  so.  The  Grand  Scribe  E.  stated  that  he  would 
consider  it  a  high  honor  to  represent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  provided  he  could  do  so  without  interfering  with  the 
Commission  he  already  held  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon, 
but  that  he  knew  of  no  instance  where  one  Companion  held  two 
such  appointments,  although  there  was  nothing  in  the  laws  against 
it,  and  accordingly  he  l.eft  the  matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  and  of  the  Supreme  Chapter.  After  some  discussion, 
the  committee  resolved  to  recommend  the  Supreme  Chapter  to 
appoint  Most  Excellent  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Supreme  Chapter  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  leave  the  other  question 
to  be  determined  by  the  Supreme  Chapter  itself.” 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  December  15th,  1875, 

u  Eo  die. — The  Supreme  Chapter,  on  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  unanimously  appointed  Companion  Charles  E.  Meyer  as 
Representative  of  the  Supreme  Chapter  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  directed  a  Commission  in  usual  form  to  be 
expede.” 

u  Eo  die. — Having  considered  the  report  of  the  committee  as 
to  the  Commission  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  in 
favor  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  the  Supreme  Chapter,  taking  into 
consideration  that  there  was  no  law  against  a  Companion  repre¬ 
senting  two  Grand  Chapters,  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  evidently  wished  to  be  represented  by  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  sustained  the  Commission,  which  is  as  follows,  in  the 
usual  form : 
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“  COMMISSION. 

“  Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

“We,  Andrew  Robeno.  Jr.,  Enquire,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Pri«*st  of 
th»*  Most  Excellent  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging  ; 

“To  our  Trusty  and  Well-beloved  Companion  Lindsay  Mackersy,  W.  S  , 
Grand  Scribe  E. 

“  Wh  ereas  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  desires  to  cultivate  a  more  intimate  and  fraternal  correspondence 
between  our  Sister  Grand  Chapters,  and  believing  that  tin*  ties  of  Brotherly 
affection  may  be  strengthened,  the  prosperity  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
promoted,  its  Unity,  Integrity,  and  Strength  protected,  and  its  Utility  and 
Honor  confirmed,  by  the  appointment  and  reception  of  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives  from  each  Grand  Chapter  to  the  other. 

“  Therefore  be  it  known,  that  reposing  the  greatest  confidence  in  your 
zeal,  fervor,  and  skill  in  the  Masonic  art.  we  do.  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  powers  and  authority  in  us  vested,  hereby  nominate,  constitute,  and 
appoint  you,  our  said  beloved  Companion  Lindsay  Mackersy,  Grand  Rep¬ 
resentative  of  our  Most  Excellent  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned  and  set  forth. 

“  Given  under  our  hand  and  the  Seal  of  our  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsvl vania,  the  l2th  day  of  Julv  A.D.  1875,  A  1.  2405. 

(Signed),  “Andrew  Robeno,  Jr., 

[seal.]  “  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Attest : 

(Signed),  “John  Thomson,  Grand  Secretary. 

“The  Grand  Scribe  E.  then  conveyed  to  the  Supreme  Chapter 
the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  acting  Grand  Zerubbabel  expressed  the  gratification  felt  by 
the  Supreme  Chapter  at  the  interchange  of  Representatives.” 

During  the  years  1874,  1875,  187(1,  charters  were  granted 
to  Chapters  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  Bombay;  Xew  Zealand; 
Deccan,  India;  Mauritius;  Lima,  Peru;  Somerset  East,  South 
Africa;  Cradock,  South  Africa;  Wellington,  Xew  Zealand. 

Sir  Michael  R.  Siiaw  Stewart,  Bart.,  First  Grand  Principal. 

Lindsay  Mackersy,  W.  S.,  Chambers,  3  Xorth  St.,  David 
Street,  Edinburgh,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

GRAXD  MARK  LODGE  OF  EXGLAXD. 

We  have  received  the  Proceedings  of  the  “Grand  Lodge  of 
Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  Colonies  and 
Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown,”  for  the  years  1875  and  1876. 
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Continued  prosperity  waits  on  this  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  The 
number  of  subordinates  increases  year  by  year. 

To  protect  themselves,  and  to  gain  the  recognition  of  other 
Masonic  bodies  in  England,  a  year  or  two  ago  a  treaty  was  made, 
which  was  known  as  the  tripartite  treaty,  between  the  Grand  Mark 
Lodge,  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  the  Ancient  Accepted  Kite,  and, 
we  think,  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantine;  it  was  agreed  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  expelled  or  suspended  for  any  cause  by  either  of  the  contract¬ 
ing  parties,  should  stand  suspended  or  expelled  in  the  others. 
This  treaty,  although  well  intended,  has  caused  and  will  cause 
trouble  and  misunderstanding.  This  was  the  case  at  the  half- 
yearly  communication  held  June  1st,  1875.  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Portal,  M.A.,  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Chair.  Notice  had  been  given  of  an  expulsion  by 
the  Knights  Templar. 

“Y.  W.  Brother  Little,  G.  M.  0.,  asked  for  information  about  the 
member  expelled  by  the  Great  Priory  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple, 
whether  the  Tripartite  Treaty  was  in  force,  and  the  Order  in  ex¬ 
istence  with  whom  it  was  made. 

u  The  M.  W.  G.  M.  said  that  upon  the  expulsion  of  a  member 
being  notified  to  this  Grand  Lodge  1>3T  the  Order  of  the  Temple 
or  tlie  Thirty-third  Degree,  it  took  effect  in  the  Mark  Degree, 
unless  the  Brother  appealed  to  the  Judicial  Committee,  which 
consisted  of  three  members  from  each  of  the  Orders  that  were 
parties  to  the  Tripartite  Treaty.  In  this  case  the  appeal  was 
made,  and,  after  a  most  careful  hearing,  the  Judicial  Committee 
decided  that  the  expulsion  ought  to  take  effect.  Before  the 
report  was  adopted,  it  was  right  that  the  brethren  should  know 
the  name  of  the  Brother  expelled,  because  they  were  bound  not 
to  admit  him  within  their  borders,  which  could  not  be  done  unless 
the  name  was  communicated.  It  was  not  advisable  that  the  name 
should  be  published,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  given  in  the  report. 

u  W.  Brother  S.  Rosenthal,  P.  G.  D.  C.,  said  that  the  Brother 
expelled  had  been  known  as  a  very  worthy  member  of  different 
degrees,  and  he  was  expelled  for  an  affair  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Masonry. 

u  V.  W.  Brother  Little,  G.  M.  0.,  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Tripartite  Treaty  was  still  in  existence,  and  whether  another 
power  had  arisen,  calling  itself  a  non-Masonic  body.  The  legal 
aspect  of  the  matter  was  serious.  Was  he,  or  any  other  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  deprived  of  his  rights,  simply  because 
another  power  expelled  him  ?  He  contended  that  this  Brother 
who  was  expelled  from  the  Order  of  the  Temple  was  not  expelled 
from  this  Order  by  the  Tripartite  Treaty. 
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u  R.  W.  Brother  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  M.  W:  G.  M.  elect,  said 
that  Brother  Little  seemed  to  possess  information  not  possessed 
by  the  other  brethren  and  himself  fLord  Limerick)’.  He  was  as¬ 
tonished  to  hear  that  the  Order  of  the  Temple  was  a  non-Masonic 
body.  Its  rules  remained  the  same  with  regard  to  the  admission 
of  members  as  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  that  they  should 
be  all  Masons  who  had  passed  through  the  Craft  Degrees.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  internal  changes  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  Order  at  all  interfered  with  the  treaty  which  had  been  made. 
As  far  as  Grand  Mark  Lodge  was  aware,  the  Order  of  the  Temple 
still  existed,  no  official  communication  having  been  made  to  the 
contrary. 

“The  M.  W.  G.  M.  could  not  allow  internal  disagreements 
among  the  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  to  be  ventilated 
in  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  The  simple,  common  sense  view  of  the 
question,  as  far  as  this  Grand  Lodge  was  concerned,  was,  that  a 
Brother,  for  whom  they  all  had  had  very  great  regard,  and  whose 
course  of  conduct  they  deeply  regretted,  brought  the  disgraceful 
charge  of  having  violated  his  Masonic  obligation  against  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  Brother,  which  he  would  neither  prove,  withdraw,  nor 
apologize  for.  His  conduct  was  such,  that  all  who  represented 
this  Grand  Lodge,  himself  (Brother  Portal),  Lord  Percy,  and 
Brother  Beach,  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that,  until  he  apolo¬ 
gized  for  such  conduct,  he  was  unfit  for  the  company  either 
of  Masons  or  gentlemen,  and  they  were  obliged  to  confirm  what 
had  been  done.  Every  opportunity  had  been  allowed  him  to 
apologize,  and  if  he  had  come  forward  even  at  the  last  minute 
before  the  Judicial  Council  to  which  he  had  appealed,  and  said 
he  would  apologize  for,  or  prove,  his  charge,  they  would  have  re¬ 
considered  the  sentence.  But  lie  would  not.  The  letters  he  wrote 
were  scarcely  like  the  letters  of  a  sane  person,  and  Grand  Lodge 
should,  he  (Brother  Portal)  thought,  simply  adopt  the  report  of 
the  General  Board.  His  answer  to  Brother  Little  was,  that  the 
Tripartite  Treat}’  was  in  force,  and  that  the  body  with  whom  the 
agreement  was  made  was  in  existence.  The  report  simply  stated 
a  fact  that  a  communication  had  taken  place,  without  giving  any 
opinion  upon  the  matter  whatever.  Any  Brother  might,  at  a  fu¬ 
ture  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  raise  the  question  of  expulsion  by 
specific  motion,  of  which  he  must  give  notice  ;  but,  without  notice, 
it  was  impossible  to  raise  it  now. 

“  W.  Brother  T.  J.  Sabine,  P.  G.  A.  D.  C.,  said  that  he  would 
then  move  4  that  that  portion  of  the  report  be  expunged.’ 

“  V.  W.  Brother  Little,  G.  M.  0.,  informed  the  M.  W.  G.  M. 
that  he  was  prepared  with  the  following  amendment : 

44  4  That  all  action  with  reference  to  the  expulsion  of  brethren, 
by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  Tripartite  Treaty,  be  suspended 
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by  this  Grand  Lodge  until  such  time  as  satisfactory  evidence  is 
adduced  that  the  present  “Order  of  the  Temple”  is  identical 
with  the  body  so  long  known  as  the  “Grand  Conclave  of  Masonic 
Knights  Templar.”  ’ 

“The  M.  W.  G.  M.  said  that  he  could  not  put  the  amendment, 
as  it  was  really  that  the  treaty  be  repealed.  He  must  remind 
Grand  Lodge  that  the  expulsion  of  the  Brother  did  not  depend 
on  any  action  that  might  be  taken  that  day.  The  expulsion  had 
already  taken  effect,  and  it  was  merely  reported  as  a  piece  of  in¬ 
formation.  The  expulsion  must  take  effect,  unless  the  treaty  was 
repealed,  and  the  treaty  could  only  be  repealed  on  motion,  of 
which  notice  must  be  given.  It  could  not  be  done  b}^  a  side 
wind,  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  Grand  Lodge  would  not  stultify 
itself  by  agreeing  to  an  amendment. 

“W.  Brother  T.  J.  Sabine,  P.  G.  A.  D.  C.,  understood,  from 
what  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  had  said,  that  the  Religious  and  Military 
Order  of  the  Temple  had  the  power  to  expel  a  member  from 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  and  the  Mark  Degree.  If  so,  he  must  re¬ 
spectfully  submit  that  the  sooner  the  Tripartite  Treaty  was 
torn  to  shreds  the  better.  He  for  one  never  had  felt  much 
confidence  in  it.  The  very  first  case  which  had  to  be  dealt  with 
under  it — it  was  really  a  very  serious  matter — was  that  of  the 
expulsion  of  a  Brother  who  had  done  good  suit  and  service  in 
Masomy.  Grand  Mark  Lodge  was  quite  capable  of  managing 
its  own  affairs,  without  the  interference  of  any  other  Degrees. 
He  should  canvass  this  question,  as  he  considered  it  highly  inju¬ 
dicious  that  a  foreign  body  should  have  the  power  of  expelling  a 
member  from  this  body.  Was  there  any  possible  method  of  sus¬ 
pending  action  in  this  matter? 

“The  M.  W.  G.  M.  replied  that  there  was  not. 

“Y.  W.  Brother  H.  C.  Levander,  G.  R.,  begged  to  assure  the 
Grand  Master,  and  all  the  brethren  present,  that  the  paragraph 
relating  to  this  subject  in  the  report  was  the  result  of  the  most 
mature  consideration  and  deliberation,  in  order  that  discussion 
might  be  avoided.  The  General  Board  merely  reported  the  notice 
having  been  received  ;  they  took  no  further  steps,  and  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  their  province  to  take  any  step.” 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  was  installed  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master. 

Half-3’early  communication  held  at  Freemasons’  Tavern,  Lon¬ 
don,  June  30th,  1875. 

Right  Worshipful  Brother  Col.  Francis  Burdett,  Past  Grand 
Mark  Master,  as  Grand  Mark  Master  Mason  presiding. 
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Official  notice  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  was 
received  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland. 

The  Tripartite  Treaty  was  proposed  to  be  modified. 

“  The  subject  of  the  Tripartite  Treaty  having  incidentally  oc¬ 
cupied  the  attention  of  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  meeting,  and 
certain  changes  in  the  treaty  having  become  necessary  owing  to 
the  changes  above  alluded  to  in  the  organization  of  the  Order  of 
the  Temple,  the  General  Board,  after  anxious  consideration,  rec¬ 
ommend  the  following  resolutions  to  Grand  Lodge  : 

“  A. — ‘  That  the  existing  treaty  with  the  Supreme  Council, 
Thirty-third  Degree,  and  t lie  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple,  re¬ 
quires  modification  in  the  following  sense  : 

u  B. — 4  That  no  sentence  shall  be  carried  out  in  the  Mark  Degree, 
unless  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
Mark  Degree  present  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Judicial  Council  (on 
appeal),  two  Representatives  being  a  quorum. 

u  C. — ‘  That  an  appeal  be  in  all  cases  allowed  to  Grand  Lodge.’ 

u  M.  W.  Brother,  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Portal,  Past  G.  M.,  said,  he 
would  move  the  resolutions  A,  B,and  C,  contained  in  it.  Before 
doing  so,  however,  he  had  to  make  an  announcement  to  Grand 
Lodge,  which  he  was  sure  would  be  gratifying  to  the  brethren. 
His  Royal  Highness,  Prince  Leopold,  had  been  advanced  to  the 
Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  at  Oxford,  on  the  previous  Thurs¬ 
day.  He  also  read  a  letter  from  the  M.  W.  G.  M.  M.  M.  recom¬ 
mending  Grand  Lodge  to  take  some  definite  step  with  regard  to 
obtaining  a  modification  of  the  Tripartite  Treaty,  if  it  was  of 
opinion  that  the  existing  treaty  required  alteration  ;  also  express¬ 
ing  an  opinion  against  Grand  Lodge  committing  itself  to  an 
annual  grant  from  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

u  In  moving  the  resolution  A,  B,  and  C,  on  the  Agenda  Paper, 
he  would  remind  Grand  Lodge  of  the  objects  which  he  thought 
they  all  wished  to  attain  to  in  entering  into  a  treaty  with  other 
Masonic  Bodies,  and  the  points  against  which  the}''  wished  to 
guard  themselves.  As  regarded  the  objects  they  wished  to  attain, 
they  were,  he  supposed,  the  establishment  of  a  cordial  and  fra¬ 
ternal  feeling  between  themselves  and  the  other  Masonic  Bodies; 
also  the  prevention  of  any  secession  or  rebellion,  as  far  as  they 
could  prevent  them,  within  the  borders  of  any  of  them  ;  and  also 
to  secure  that  in  the  event  of  any  member  of  either  of  the  Bodies 
being  guilty  of  such  conduct  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  other 
brethren  to  meet  him  in  Masonry,  that  there  might  be  a  ready 
method  for  his  suspension  or  expulsion.  For  instance,  if  a  Bro¬ 
ther  had  broken  his  moral  obligation  as  a  Mason,  or  had  revealed 
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what  he  was  bound  to  conceal,  the3r  would  agree  that  it  would  be 
to  the  interest  of  them  all,  that  such  a  Brother  should  be  no 
longer  a  member  of  any  of  their  Bodies.  What  they  wanted  he 
thought  to  guard  against  was,  that  a  member  should  be  expelled 
from  the  Mark  Degree  without  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Formerly  he  had  not  been  of  this  opinion,  but  he  now 
eandidl}'  confessed  that  he  had  modified  his  views  since  last  Grand 
Lodge,  and  he  did  not  see  how  any  power  short  of  Grand  Lodge 
would  constitutionally  be  allowed  to  suspend  or  expel  a  Mark 
Master,  and,  therefore,  it  was  with  very  great  pleasure  that  he 
now  moved  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  which  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Board  had  agreed  to.  Grand  Lodge  would  see  in  a  moment  that 
the  scope  of  the  recommendations  B  and  C  was  that  in  the  event 
of  a  sentence  being  passed  by  either  the  Thirty-third  or  the  Temple 
upon  a  Brother,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Mark  Degree,  and 
that  Brother  appealing  to  the  J  udicial  Council,  the  representatives 
of  Grand  Lodge  on  the  Council  should  be  unanimous  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  sentence  running  through  all  the  allied  Bodies 
before  the  matter  went  at  all  further.  He  (Brother  Portal)  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  whole  of  the  Council  being  unanimous 
before  the  matter  was  carried  further,  because  Grand  Lodge 
wished  to  guard  against  judgments  in  matters  of  mere  discipline 
being  carried  out,  in  all  the  allied  Bodies.  In  order  to  give  full 
security  that  no  sentence  would  be  carried  out  in  the  Mark  De¬ 
gree,  unless  it  were  for  an  offence  against  Masonic  honor  and 
obligation,  which  rendered  the  offender  unfit  for  the  society  of 
honorable  men,  it  was  further  proposed  that  there  should  be  an 
appeal  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  He  was  sure  that  this  was  the  right 
course,  for  this  simple  reason,  that  Freemasonry  was  democratic 
in  its  constitution,  and  would  not  delegate  its  power  of  expulsion 
even  to  the  Grand  Master.  So  that  Mark  Masters  were  really 
walking  in  the  old  Masonic  tracks  by  allowing  an  appeal  to  Grand 
Mark  Lodge  in  the  case  of  a  member  being  suspended  or  expelled. 
He  was  sure  that  no  evil  or  dangerous  consequences  would  arise 
from  this,  and  he  therefore  moved  the  adoption  of  the  recommen¬ 
dations  he  had  referred  to.” 

On  motion  “the  treaty  was  abrogated .” 

Half-yearly  communication  was  held  June  6th,  1876. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother,  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Limer¬ 
ick,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  was  duly  installed. 

From  December  20th,  1869,  to  May  15th,  1876,  ninety-six  new 
Mark  Lodges  have  been  constituted. 

There  are  now  200  Mark  Lodges  subordinate  to  this  Grand 
Mark  Lodge ;  438  Master  Masons  were  marked  during  the  six 
months  preceding  April,  1876.  Total  membership,  8125. 


Ill 


Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Mark  Master  Mason. 

Frederick  Binckes,  33  Golden  Square,  London,  W.  C.,  Grand 
Secretary. 

IRELAND. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  is  under  many  obligations 
to  Most  Excellent  Companion  James  H.  Xeilson,  of  Dublin,  Ire¬ 
land,  who  at  our  request  has  furnished  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  the  following  history  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in 
Ireland.  In  a  private  letter  accompanying  the  history  he  sa}Ts 
that  the  Irish  ritual  from  beginning  to  end,  first  to  thirty-third 
degree,  is  different  from  that  of  every  other  country.  With  pleas¬ 
ure  we  submit  the  sketch. 

The  Irish  Royal  Arch  Degree,  within  which  is  now  con¬ 
tained  THE  DEGREES  FORMERLY  KNOWN  AS  THE  EXCELLENT, 

Super-Excellent,  the  Virtual  Master,  and  Royal  Arch. 

The  earliest  known  record  of  the  conferring  of  the  degrees 
formerly  known  in  Ireland  as  “  The  Higher  Degrees,”  is  that 
contained  in  the  Minute  Book  of  the  Kilwinning  High  Knight 
Templars  Lodge  of  Ireland,  under  date  the  24th  of  January,  1780. 
There  is  a  lodge  resolution  that  “  the  lodge  should  henceforth 
confer  the  higher  degrees.”  No  definition  is  given  of  these  higher 
degrees  so  arranged  to  be  conferred.  The  minutes  of  the  6th  of 
March  following  for  the  first  time  record  the  conferring  of  the 
degrees  of  Excellent  and  Super-Excellent  on  a  Brother  Darling, 
and  it  is  presumed  these  degrees  are  two  of  u  The  Higher  De¬ 
grees”  referred  to  in  the  minutes  of  24th  January,  1780. 

The  subsequent  minutes  up  to  the  16th  of  August,  1804  (when 
the  book  ceases),  contains  several  entries  of  the  conferring  from 
time  to  time  of  these  degrees. 

The  earliest  record  of  the  conferring  of  the  Roval  Arch  Degree 

o  •  o 

is  also  to  be  found  in  the  same  minute  book,  under  date  of  17th 
of  April,  1780,  wherein  it  is  recorded  that  “the  Roj’al  Arch 
Degree  was  conferred  ”  on  several  brethren  therein  named. 

These  minutes  contain  several  entries  of  the  conferring  of  the 
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Ro}Tal  Arch  Degree  down  to  the  10th  of  August,  1804,  when,  as 
before  mentioned,  the  book  ceases. 

The  earliest  minute  from  which  the  title  of  the  presiding  officer 
can  be  obtained  is  that  of  the  4th  of  December,  1780,  wherein  he 
is  described  as  u  the  Worshipful  High  Priest  in  the  chair.” 

From  the  same  hook  of  minutes,  under  date  the  2d  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1781,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  degrees  of  Excellent, 
Super-Excellent,  Royal  Arch,  and  High  Knights  Templars,  were 
conferred  at  the  same  meeting  on  the  same  Brethren.  When 
the  degree  of  Virtual  Master  was  first  instituted  in  Ireland, 
is  unknown.  It  certainly  was  not  worked  in  the  Kilwinning  H. 
K.  T.  Lodge,  or  Lodges  2  or  620,  all  of  which  lodges  were  the 
leading  lodges  in  Dublin  from  1783  to  1804,  and  worked  the 
Excellent,  Super-Excellent,  and  Ro}7al  Arch  Degrees.  No  record 
exists  even  since  1804  in  the  minute  books  of  Lodges  2  or  620 
(which  are  still  two  of  the  leading  lodges  in  Dublin),  of  its  ever 
having  been  conferred  in  them. 

The  origin  of  this  degree  of  the  Virtual  Master  seems  to  have 
been  that  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
(but  at  what  date  is  unknown),  by  which  it  was  ordered  that  the 
degree  of  Royal  Arch  should  not  be  conferred  on  any  Brother 
who  had  not  passed  the  chair  of  a  Blue  Lodge.  This  degree  seems 
thereupon  to  have  been  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying 
Brethren  for  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  who  had  not  passed  the 
chair  of  a  Blue  Lodge. 

Serious  inconveniences  having  arisen  in  Blue  Masonry  from  the 
Brethren  who  had  received  this  degree  of  Virtual  Master,  consid¬ 
ering  and  often  assuming  the  rank  of  Past  Masters,  also  from  cer¬ 
tain  other  causes,  the  old  degrees  of  Excellent,  Super-Excellent, 
the  Virtual  Master,  and  Royal  Arch,  were,  on  Wednesday,  the 
16th  day  of  November,  1864,  consolidated  into  one,  and  have  since 
been  styled  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

The  result  of  this  change  may  be  illustrated  from  the  following, 
showing  the  changes  made  in  the  names  of  the  Chapter  officers  : 
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Names  of  Officers  before 
16th  November,  1864. 

1  Principal, 

2  “ 

3  “ 

3  Sojourners, 


2  Scribes,  . 

H.  P., 
Pursuivant, 

A  Paid  Officer, . 


Names  since  16tli  November,  1864. 

King. 

High  Priest. 

Chief  Scribe. 

Captain  of  the  Host. 
Superintendent  of  the  Tabernacle. 
Boyal  Arch  Captain. 

Captain  Scarlet  Veil. 

Purple 
Blue 


u 


u 


u 


Janitor. 

An  Hon.  Officer. 


It  need  not  be  added  that  this  change  has  made  this  degree 
completely  an  Irish  degree,  unlike  the  degrees  given  in  the  good 
olden  times,  or  as  at  present  worked  in  any  other  country. 

A  vain  attempt  was  made  to  model  this  new  degree  after  the 
fashion  of  the  American  degree,  but  the  attempt  did  not  succeed. 

This  Royal  Arch  Degree  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  been  styled 
in  Ireland  “  Holy  Royal  Arch.” 


CONCLUSION. 

We  have  finished,  and  very  unsatisfactory  to  ourselves  is  our  ' 
work.  The  Masonic  duties  of  the  past  year  have  been  very  severe 
on  us.  This  report  has  been  prepared  at  night,  and  oftentimes  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning  have  found  us  hard  at  work.  We  have 
very  much  enjoyed  the  company  of  our  Companions  of  the  Re- 
portorial  Corps  ;  it  has  seemed  to  us  as  in  the  olden  times ;  and 
although  many  new  faces  have  been  present  before  us,  yet  nearly 
all  of  the  old  friends  are  still  with  us.  Rut  one  or  two  are  missing. 
Even  those  who  have  preceded  us  as  Chairmen  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Companion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  George  Griscom,  who 
wrote  the  first  Report  on  Correspondence  in  1856,  and  Com¬ 
panions  William  H.  Allen  and  William  J.  Kelly  are  with  us  to 
assist  and  cheer  us  in  our  labor  of  love. 
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We  have  respectfully  and  earnestly  requested  the  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest  to  relieve  us  from  serving  any  longer 
on  this  committee,  and  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  favor¬ 
able  consideration  of  the  Committees  on  Correspondence,  our  suc¬ 
cessor. 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER. 


ce 

n« 


